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Deputy Director of Comprehensive Planning Caitlin Coppinger speaks during the HPBOT meeting on April
28.
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Residents said they want to make sure the cemetery is not disturbed if
the proposed changes to Brook Farm go through.
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The mallet raising ceremony for the official construction start of Blessed Sacrament.
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Blessed Sacrament
breaks ground
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Just over 50 residents came to the virtual meeting on new pos-
sible uses for the Brook Farm historical site in West Roxbury, adja-
cent to the Gardens at Gethsemane cemetery, at which the Massa-
chusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) is look-
ing.

The plan reflects the beginnings of a lot of what the New Brook
Farm advocates have been asking for, basically more recreation, in-
vasive species management, an agricultural element, a new entrance
and parking, increasing access to the walking trails on the site, and a
look at refurbishing and using the long disused and technically unin-
habitable (no heat or plumbing) print shop on the site.

The meeting reflected a lot of concern for the nearby Gardens of
Gethsemane Cemetery, owned by Alan J. McKinnon for the last 30
odd years. Residents said they did not want to see impacts to the
services provided by the cemetery – some 250 burial and remem-

Mother Nature has not blessed the Blessed Sacrament project
in Jamaica Plain with good weather.

The planned Jan. 26 groundbreaking ceremony was buried in
two feet of snow and the rescheduled April 30 event was rained
on with a hasty, muddy, outdoor photo op of raised construction
mallets.

But at least the speakers program was inside the Hyde Square
Task Force (HSTF) building with 10 pubic officials, the Task
Force, Penrose Development and Boston Mayor Michelle Wu.

For Wu, the Blessed Sacrament development is a trifecta, as
she was quoted in the Mayors Office of Housing press release:
“It preserves an historic landmark, creates affordable housing,
and preserves a community performance space in the heart of

The Hyde Park Board of
Trade (HPBOT) held its monthly
dinner meeting on Tuesday, April
28 at Delicias Colombianas
(1231 River St.). Its discussion
topic was Squares + Streets
(S+S): City Hall’s controversial
rezoning initiative now in its fi-
nal pre-approval stages for
Cleary Square.

The S+S planning process for
Hyde Park’s downtown business
district has been going on since
early 2024, but the map of the
proposed S+S zones was not re-
leased until March 17.

It immediately generated
much local consternation due to
the seven-story S4 district pro-
posed for the Cleary Square sec-

tion of Hyde Park Avenue, as
well as for both sides of the block
of River Street (described as a
“catalytic” site by the Planning
Department for its redevelop-
ment potential in the near future)
in which the small but popular
Delicias Colombianas is located.

As the S+S process has
played out in Hyde Park, another
major concern has focused on the
likelihood of small business dis-
placement due to the new
zoning’s increased income pos-
sibilities for developers – and the
fact that many Cleary Square
shops and restaurants are BIPOC
owned.

The proposed zoning map
and displacement concerns
framed the evening’s discussion.

Miguel Gallego – the owner
of Delicias Colombianas – per-

sonified both, and he set the tone
of what would follow with re-
marks that showed his apprehen-
sion regarding his restaurant’s
future.

“I got 10 of us, 12 employ-
ees, that are everyday asking me
what’s going to happen tomor-
row.”

The evening’s guests were
four members of the Boston
Planning Department’s S+S
team, including Deputy Director
of Comprehensive Planning
Caitlin Coppinger and Cleary
Square Project Manager Maya
Kattler-Gold. Their responses to
what have become familiar ques-
tions, comments, and complaints
were reflective of the disconnect
between Hyde Park and City
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The rally at 100 Federal St. in Downtown Boston was one of many events throughout the day to commemo-
rate International Workers Day.
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The City of Boston saw sev-
eral May Day celebrations, in-
cluding a rally at 100 Federal St.
in Downtown Boston by union
representatives, members and
workers.

The rallies commemorate In-
ternational Workers Day, which
had at least part of its origins in
the Chicago Haymarket Affair,
where anti-unionists bombed a
workers rally in 1886 – https://
gvimes.link/workersday

The rally at 100 Federal St.
took place around 11 a.m. and
featured speakers from all over
the trades.

International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers (IBEW) Lo-
cal 103 Business Manager Lou
Antonellis said the fight is one
against the “billionaire” class.

“They want union-free busi-
ness environments, they want
low wages, they want no ben-
efits, no worker protections, less
affordable housing, they want us,
on our knees,” he said. “Are we
going to let them?”

A resounding “NO!” came
from the crowd.

“Because right now, those big
money donors and out-of-town
billionaires, they’re pouring big
money into Boston,” he said.
“They want to buy money and
influence.”

Antonellis likened the situa-
tion to a battlefield.

“I see a lot of union shirts, I
see a lot of hard hats on, and I
can see the job sites,” he said.
“This is a f%$*ing war zone!
These are my combat boots, and
this is my soldier’s helmet. And
these are built for class warfare
brothers and sisters. We’re at war
against the billionaires and the
ruling class of this country. We’re

the party of peace, the party of
protest, and here in Boston, we’re
the party of Patriots. We’ve been
starting sh*t with the ruling class
for 250 years.”

Antonellis said he felt the
current government would
shame founding fathers like Paul
Revere and Samuel Adams.

“The ghosts of those rabble
rousers are rolling over in their
graves right now, watching our
tyrannical government dismantle
the country they fought and died
for,” he said. “Are we going to
let them? Are we going to fight?
If they were here right now,
they’d want good patriots like us
to stand up and to speak up and
fight back against the govern-
ment to fan the flames of a revo-
lution they started 250 years ago.
When we mobilize, unionize...
we get our people to the polls and
we vote-them-out!”

State Sen. Lydia Edwards
said she was ready for a fight,
showing the crowd her biceps.

“You said fight, you said war,

I was just promoted to captain in
the United States Army!” she
said. “But also I’ve been a sol-
dier in this class war for genera-
tions, with my mother, my father,
we’ve been soldiers and fighitng
the right fight and you know what
I’m looking at? A friggin’ battal-
ion of soldiers!”

Edwards said you don’t have
to go too far back in history to
find union members dying for
their cause, and brought up
American Federation of Govern-
ment Employees (AFGE) Local
3669 member Alex Pretti.

“He died fighting for people,
so I’m here in his memory and
every single one of us who will
be asked to stand up, and not
stand down,” she said. “Some of
you are going to have to stand up
for neighbors, some of you are
going to have to stand up for con-
tracts, you’re going to be in
places you never thought you’d
have to deal with.”

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu
said in a social media post after

the event that the current busi-
ness climate is definitely trying
to reduce workers rights in the
United States.

“Every single protection
working people rely on has been
won by unions: the weekend,
workplace safety requirements,
overtime pay, collective bargain-
ing, and paid leave included,” she
wrote. “Today, powerful people
are still dismissing workers’
rights as unrealistic, radical, or
peculiar. And the federal govern-
ment is owned by billionaires
who think basic dignity for work-
ers is too much to ask. They think
asking the wealthy to pay their
fair share is unreasonable, paid
family leave is excessive, and
anything that puts working
people ahead of profits is un-
American.”

Laborers’ International Union
of North America General Sec-
retary Treasurer Michael
Sabitoni appealed to supporters
of the president.

“So for the MAGAs in these
buildings, I have a message, and
that message is clear: if you feel
you’ve been left behind, if you
feel you want dignity and respect
at the workplace, if you feel you

want a seat at the table and you
want a fair day’s pay for a fair
day’s work, don’t believe that
bullsh*t snake oil salesman or
what he’s selling,” he said. “You
want all those things? Then join
a f$#%ing union!”

Sabitoni said working people
have always led Boston, and that
May Day – International Work-
ers Day – has always been an
important part of the city.

“May Day was born in
struggle, with workers demand-
ing as basic as an eight-hour work
day at the Chicago Haymarket
Affair,” he said. “And let’s be
honest, the fight for dignity is not
over. When workers are still be-
ing cheated, when safety is at
risk, when corporations are still
making record profits, while
working people fall behind – the
fight is not over. But here’s some-
thing they’ll never understand:
You can’t build this country with-
out us! Union trades men and
women built this city, and union
trades men and women built the
infrastructure, the energy in this
country. We don’t just build
projects, we build power and
community.”

Greater Boston Labor Coun-
cil President Darlene Lombos led
the crowd in chants – as she has
done at countless rallies before –
and said International Workers
Day was more than a celebration
of what was won, but a memo-
rial for those who fought and died
for those gains.

“The Haymarket massacre
was part of our history, our
legacy, and we honor that by be-
ing in the streets today, right
now,” she said.

Roslindale resident and union
member Geno Mirabella is in his
third year of apprenticeship and
said he came out to support the
cause. He added that it was al-
ways just a part of Roslindale life
where he grew up.

“This made me feel good, all
the unity and support, we need
to do things like this,” he said.
“And I do see that in Rozzie. I
grew up there, and a lot of my
friends and family are in union
trades. I take a lot of pride in it
because I get to carry that tradi-
tion forward.”



 Page 3 Page 3 Page 3 Page 3 Page 3The BulletinMaMaMaMaMay 7,  2026y 7,  2026y 7,  2026y 7,  2026y 7,  2026

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

WR honors Judy Jose-Roddy
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The West Roxbury Roslindale Rotary honored Judy Jose-Roddy, second from the left, last week at the Stratford
Street Church on West Roxbury.
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EPA provides update
on Neponset cleanup
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The West Roxbury/
Roslindale Rotary, and the gen-
eral West Roxbury community,
honored Rose’s Bounty Volun-
teer Judy Jose-Roddy on Friday
with the Paul Harris Fellow
Recognition.

The dinner and fundraiser
helped, in part, to raise funds
for Jose-Roddy’s favorite char-
ity, the Free Wheelchair Mis-
sion – https://
www.freewheelchairmission.org
– which works to bring wheel-
chairs to those in need around
the world. The idea is that it
only takes $96 to give someone
mobility, and there are so many
in need across every continent.

Jose-Roddy said she was
humbled by the award.

“I feel a little undeserving,”
she said. “There are so many
people here who have done so
many wonderful things.”

She said however that she
was still very thankful.

“West Roxbury has been
very, very good to me,” she
said. “It’s wonderful but I feel
like we should be honoring so
many other people here, not just
me.”

Jose-Roddy said she came
to West Roxbury in 1977 and
helped to open the first commu-
nity residence for developmen-
tally disabled kids as the insti-
tutional model was dismantled.

“That was really some won-
derful people and I worked in
that field for a very long time,

and then later on I got into ser-
vices for seniors,” she said. “I
got to help to build the first in-
dependent living for moderate
income seniors with another
group of amazing people. More
recently, I’ve been working
here at Rose’s Bounty, and
there are some of my former
clients from Sophia Snow
here.”

Jose-Roddy said she was
grateful to everyone who came
out.

“I want to thank everybody
for coming and thank them for
all they’ve done for our West
Roxbury,” she said. “It’s an in-
credible honor, and thank you
West Roxbury, thank you to all
these people. It’s been a great
time for me here.”

Rotary President Raymond
Fitzgerald sang a bit higher
praise of Jose-Roddy than her-
self.

“She’s passionate, very in-
volved,” he said. “If she’s not
here, she’s out doing something
important. She’s a lovely per-
son and an amazing volunteer.”

Fitzgerald said he found out
about the Free Wheelchair Mis-
sion from Jose-Roddy, and said
it was a simple solution that he
felt the Rotary could get be-
hind.

“It’s a very easy idea,” he
said. “I mean, for under a hun-
dred bucks people get a wheel-
chair. It’s great. So many people
around the world need them,
and it’s a really big deal. And
it’s just the basics, and it’s kind
of connected to Rotary too, be-

cause one of our missions is to
eradicate polio. If somebody’s
got polio, it’s likely they aren’t
walking around. Stuff like this
is very helpful.”

Stratford Street Church Pas-
tor Abby Henrich said Jose-
Roddy was instrumental for her
to get to know the neighbor-
hood when she came to West
Roxbury.

“I’ve known Judy since I
started the pastorate here, so
nine years, and she is warm,
she’s engaged, and she exem-
plifies what it means to be a
neighbor,” she said.

Residents Mike Schofield
and Becky Andreasson said
they came out to support their
friend, with Andreasson com-
ing out all the way from Bar
Harbor, Maine.

“Judy has been a friend for
40 years, and a friend of my
family for longer than that,”
said Schofield, “Judy’s a spe-
cial person to us. It’s nice she
does wonderful things, but
she’s even nicer than that!
And this is a very nice cel-
ebration.”

“I think that Judy is part of
the reason why my daughters
are so well adjusted,” said
Andreasson. “She was their
daycare provider when they
were younger, and she’s a
friend. I came all the way from
downeast Maine to be here to-
night.”

For more information on the
West Roxbury Roslindale Ro-
tary, go to https://
www.westroxburyclub.org

On April 21, the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
(EPA) held its most recent pub-
lic information meeting regard-
ing its ongoing Lower Neponset
River Superfund project.

Its primary goal is to remove
accumulated pollutants – espe-
cially PCBs (polychlorinated bi-
phenyls) – from a 3.7-mile stretch
of the Neponset River’s bed and
banks in an effort to restore its
ecosystem to a condition that
people can use the river safely,
in terms of toxic exposure.

The Lower Neponset River
Superfund was designated as
such in 2022 and the site goes
from the river’s confluence with
Mother Brook in Hyde Park (at
the Grimké Sisters Bridge)
downstream to the Walter Baker
Dam in Lower Mills (under
Adams Street at the end of Eliot
Street).

The project is complex and
massive, and it is divided into two
main phases:

Phase 1 focuses on the site’s
first mile – from Mother Brook
to the Tileston and Hollingsworth
Dam (behind Planet Fitness, 892
River St.). Its plan of action (aka
the Action Memorandum) was fi-
nalized last November, and it en-
tails the dredging and removal of
sediment and flood plain to bring
the PCB target level down to 1
mg/kg. The river channel will
also be capped as necessary, and
the T&H Dam will be removed.
The estimated cost of this phase
is $78.6 million.

Phase 2 deals with the entire

3.7-mile site. Currently, its focus
is on the section of the Neponset
from the T&H Dam to the Baker
Dam. It is now in its “character-
ization” stage, during which the
EPA will complete an investiga-
tion and feasibility study, after
which a plan will be proposed.

Beyond that, PCB removal
work has already either taken
place – or is taking place – at two
specific areas within the
Superfund site slated for imme-
diate action:

The Lewis Chemical site (be-
tween the Neponset and
Fairmount Station) had nearly
6,000 tons of contaminated soil
removed from it, after which its
excavated area was capped with
geotextile fabric and backfilled
with clean soil. This work was
completed in October 2024.

The Riverside Square site is
an eight-acre, primarily residen-
tial area between Pierce Street,
Riverside Square and the
Neponset, bordered at one end by
West Street and at the other by
the dead-end of the Riverside
Square block. The river was
dredged in the sixties and PCB-
contaminated sediment and soil
were deposited along the abutting
riverbank, necessitating the
present action. Field work got un-
derway in October 2024 and is
estimated to take about two years
to complete.

During the meeting, the EPA
team presented findings regard-
ing the Phase 2 section, includ-
ing the fact that the 2.7 miles of
river from the T&H Dam to the
Baker Dam are considerably less
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Letters to the Editor

Sacramentcontinued from page 1

Motherhood and Movies

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

With Mother’s Day quickly
approaching on the May calen-
dar evoking loving thoughts of
my late dear old Irish mother, I
can’t help but think – now that I
am in the winter of my life – of
movies that elevate motherhood.
While in real life there are
enough cases of mothers mis-
treating their children and/or get-
ting addicted to alcohol or drugs,
there are some classic portrayals
of mothers at their best on the
Silver Screen.

 One of the best mother-son
reunions, in my mind, was in the
award-winning Bing Crosby-
Barry Fitzgerald movie, “Going
My Way,” in which Father
Fitzgerald is reunited with his
aged Irish mother, a trans-Atlan-
tic move facilitated by Father
O’Malley. The other Big Screen
mother-child reunion was the
post-World War I return of Gary
Cooper in “Sergeant York” as he
detrained near his hometown of
Pall Mall, Tennessee, in the Val-
ley of the Three Forks, to reunite
with Mother York (as Walter
Brennan’s Pastor Pile used to call
her).

 The toughest decision for a
mother to make was in “Sophie’s
Choice”: she was forced by the
Nazis to decide on which of two
children she would take with her.
But the same Meryl Streep in an
unfaithful role in “The Bridges
of Madison County” did make
the best decision eventually for
her tepid husband and two chil-
dren as she let Clint Eastwood
drive out of town after a scorch-
ing affair.

 In “The Coal Miner’s
Daughter” Loretta Lynn’s mother
was heroic in caring for her many
children in the most spartan of
homes in Kentucky’s Butcher
Hollow. Cecily Tyson had only
two children in “Sounder” but
her dedication to her offspring as
well as her husband despite
grinding rural poverty is inspir-

ing.
 Then there is the determina-

tion of a dedicated Frances
McDormand in “3 Billboards
Outside Ebbing, Missouri” to
rectify the worst of hurts done to
her daughter years before.

 If ever a sad mother should
have been better portrayed on the
silver screen, it should have been
Anne Baxter in the “The Fight-
ing Sullivans,” the true story of
five brothers from Waterloo,
Iowa, whose ship, the U.S.S. Ju-
neau, went down in the South
Pacific in WWII. The directors
opted to focus the grief of the fa-
ther, Thomas Mitchell, who, af-
ter hearing the news, somewhat
blithely, if not in shock, merely
resumes his work as a freight
conductor on the Illinois Central.

 And who can forget the
mother-son relationship – admit-
tedly questionable – in the movie
“White Heat”: a loathsome
Jimmy Cagney so devoted to his
equally evil mother?

 So, if your mother has
passed, how do you recall your
mother? Hopefully in the same
tender, loving way as did the
Norwegian Hanson family in the
1948 movie with Irene Dunn, “I
Remember Mama.”
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BATTERY ENGINEER

(Adden Energy, Inc.,
Waltham, MA 02451). Full-
time. Duties: dev & anlyz batt
cells for opt. perf & stability.
Sal: $107,910/yr. Reqs:
Master ’s in Chem Eng,
Chemistry, or closely related
+ 2 yrs exp in batt eng R&D
& sld-state sulfide batt tech.
Full job desc & reqs at https:/
/ j o b q u e s t . m a s s . g o v /
J o b Q u e s t /
NewJobDetails.aspx?jo=24182963.
To apply, send resume
to aubrey.calo@addenenergy.com.

ALLIANCE & BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT
ASSOCIATE

(Simcere of America Inc.,
Cambridge, MA 02140). Full-
time. Duties: mkt rsrch & mktg
stgy for pharm svcs. Sal:
$113,800.08/yr. Occ. dom.
travel (max 2x/yr). Reqs: Bach.
in Biotech, Biochem, App
Chem, or related (or foreign
equiv) + 2 yrs exp in mkt res &
biz dev in pharm or hlthcr. Full
job desc & reqs at https://
jobquest.mass.gov/JobQuest/
NewJobDetails.aspx?jo=24205573.
To apply, send resume to 

wenny.zheng@simceregroup.com.

YES SEVEN STORIES IN
CLEARY SQUARE

Roslindale residents
showed up in good faith for the
city’s Squares+Streets (S+S)
planning process. We attended
meetings, reviewed proposals,
and engaged thoughtfully with
the idea that modest increases
in housing—especially near our
commercial centers—are part
of a broader solution to Greater
Boston’s housing shortage.

We are already beginning to
see results. Projects along
Washington Street, like the
B’nai B’rith Housing all-afford-
able senior development and
proposals at 4487 and 4301
Washington Street, reflect the
kind of incremental, context-
sensitive growth envisioned in
the plan. Public comment has
leaned strongly in support, sug-

gesting that when given the op-
portunity, residents will back
thoughtful, well-located housing.

That participation was rooted
not only in a belief that the plan
would benefit our neighborhood,
but also in a recognition that ev-
ery community must do its part
to address a regional crisis.

That’s why it’s concerning to
see pushback against similar pro-
posals in places like Cleary
Square. If individual neighbor-
hoods opt out of adding even
moderate levels of housing, the
burden doesn’t disappear – it just
shifts. In practice, that means in-
creased pressure on places like
Roslindale to absorb demand that
should be more evenly distrib-
uted across the city.

The Planning Department has
already identified a wide range
of neighborhood centers – from

Allston Village and Brighton
Center to Fields Corner, Grove
Hall, and West Roxbury Cen-
tre – as strong candidates for
this kind of modest, transit-ori-
ented growth. Moving forward
in Cleary Square should be the
beginning, not the exception.

Roslindale engaged in good
faith and is beginning to see the
benefits. The city now has an
obligation to follow through—
not just in Cleary Square, but
across the neighborhoods it has
identified. If Boston is serious
about addressing housing
affordability, it cannot continue
to rely on one or two commu-
nities to carry the load. This is
a citywide challenge, and it de-
mands a citywide commitment.

Sincerely,
Andrew Murray

Roslindale

Hyde Square.”
As reported on at length by

The Bulletin over the past six
years, construction began last
fall on the adaptive reuse of a
century old church into 55
mixed-income apartments and
6,000 square feet of perfor-
mance space for HSTF.

The 55 apartments will
range from studios and two
bedrooms for residents earning
between 30 percent and 80 per-
cent of median family income,
and six of those are set aside
for formerly homeless.

The 10 speakers, mostly
funding agencies, were intro-
duced by Rebecca Schofield,
Blessed Sacrament project
manager of Penrose Manage-
ment Company.

Penrose answered a Request
for Proposals put out by the
Task Force in 2021; the Task
Force bought the church build-
ing in 2014 for $816,000 from
the Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Development Corpora-
tion (JPNDC) when it was un-
able to redevelop the building.

“Hands down the best com-
munity process I’ve ever been
involved with,” Schofield said.

HSTF director Celina
Miranda inherited the church
when she started in 2016 (and
hosted the unforgettable Latin
American Spectacle inside the
vacant church on May 29,
2016).

“Our clear purpose,” she
told the groundbreaking audi-
ence, “was to preserve the
church building for community
use.”

“Penrose shared that belief
that the [redevelopment] serves
the people who live here. We
came together with shared val-

ues.”
John Block, HSTF board

member and chair of the church
committee, has been on the re-
development process since
2020.

“We looked for a develop-
ment partner [who could] do an
extremely challenging, deterio-
rating church building,” he
said. “They had the experi-
ence.”

But it’s just the first phase
for the Task Force.

“We’re starting the next
phase, capital campaign to fully
build out the performance space
and modernize the Task Force
headquarters.”

In her remarks, State Rep.
Samantha Montano said,
“Whenever you see a crowd in
Jackson Square, you know
Hyde Square Task Force is hav-
ing an event.”

In 2020 the estimated cost
for the performance space was
$25 million.

“It’s the work of all that
we’re trying to do to address the
housing crisis,” Wu said.

“In the past four years we’ve
created 1,300 new units of
housing in Jamaica Plain. One
thousand affordable.”

Acknowledging the funding
challenges for new housing Wu
said, “After the program we’re
going to have a bill signing, a
home rule petition. A real es-
tate transfer fee [2 percent fee
on transactions after a $2 mil-
lion sale].”

“It’s our fourth time. It’s
very modest, very reasonable
for real estate over $2 million.
We would have generated $160
million if this had passed four
years ago.”

“We truly need every bit of
resources for our community,”
Wu said.

The city has been generous
to Jamaica Plain recently; on
April 22 it awarded $3 million
to the Rogerson development
and $3.8 million to 294 Hyde
Park Avenue.

Schofield continued on her

timeline details, saying in 2023
the first funding was awarded.

This was in February 2023
with $6.2 million in low-income
housing tax credits from the Of-
fice of Housing and Livable
Communities.

“A project of this scale is no
small feat,” Executive Office of
Housing and Livable Commu-
nities (EOHLC) Deputy Direc-
tor Jennifer Maddox told the
groundbreaking audience, add-
ing that the state contributed $14
million.

Schofield listed the reasons
why: no less than eight quasi-
public and private funders added
to the estimated (in 2025) $40
million development cost.

“It’s a complicated financing
structure,” she said, and she ran
through a list of funders:
M a s s D e v e l o p m e n t ,
MassHousing Partnership, Citi-
zens Bank, CVS Health, Federal
Home Loan Bank, and CEDAC.

“This cost us a lot of money,”
said Montano.

Maddox added that Blessed
Sacrament is “in a transforma-
tive moment.”

“Hyde Square Task Force
and Penrose had a vision,” she
said. “Adaptive reuse is a smart
solution to the housing crisis.”

Tom O’Neil, representing
Senator Ed Markey, took the
floor and said that Penrose and
the Task Force are “transform-
ing a vacant historic landmark
into a community benefit.”

“This a remarkable multi-
purpose space in Jamaica Plain,”
he said. “Mixed-income, adap-
tive reuse for safe and stable
housing in Jamaica Plain.”

Rachel Heller of the
MassHousing Partnership
added, “Adaptive reuse is an
important strategy for housing
development. It preserves and
creates new housing.”

“This is a shining example
of housing for a variety of in-
come levels,” Heller said.
“When we come back for the
ribbon cutting, 55 households
will be living here.”

For more information on the
project, go to https://
gvimes.link/blessedsacre

Conserve our resources.
Recycle this newspaper.
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WRNC hears
WR crime report

Squares continued from page 1

The WRNC heard from newly-minted District E-5 Captain Nichole
McMullin last week at its monthly meeting.

PHOTO BY SUSAN KRYCZKA
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Continued on page 7

In a departure from its usual
agenda of reviewing requests for
variances for construction
projects, the West Roxbury
Neighborhood Council (WRNC)
welcomed Boston Police Depart-
ment (BPD) District E-5 Sgt.
Nicole McMullin to her new po-
sition as District Captain and
heard the crime report for the dis-
trict from Police Officer Mark
Loewen and late updates from
Lieutenant Detective Michael
Kern.

While McMullin is the new
captain, she is not new to the dis-
trict.

“I appreciate you guys hav-
ing me here. I started here as a
captain in March, but I was the
overnight lieutenant here for the

last four-and-a-half-years.”
While she grew up in Hyde

Park, she said her family ties are
in West Roxbury.

“My children went to St.
Theresa’s, and I met my now-
husband working at Blanchards.”

McMullin encouraged com-
munity feedback. “I look forward
to being able to work with you
guys in this group specifically.
Please reach out.”

Loewen is the night Commu-
nity Service Officer Mondays
through Fridays and gave statis-
tics from January 2025 to April
15, 2025 and compared them to
January 2026 to April 28, 2026.

“Aggravated assaults are up
44 percent; auto thefts are down
33 percent; commercial burglar-
ies are up 100 percent, and resi-

Hall.
With Gallego’s concerns in

mind, small business displace-
ment was an early topic, and
Coppinger cited the City’s new
Anti-Displacement Action Plan,
and its development displace-
ment disclosure requirement as
a potential resource for both resi-
dents and small business owners.

This drew a response from
HPBOT President Scott Batey.

“The problem is, the whole
Anti-Displacement Plan… It
talks about all of these improved
methods of being notified that
you’re going to have to leave.
That’s all it does.”

Coppinger responded that it
serves as a policy document en-
forceable through the large-scale
development process, making the
City’s position stronger regard-
ing anti-displacement.

As the discussion turned to-
wards the Planning Department’s
proposed S+S zoning map, more
information came out regarding
private meetings held between
members of a neighborhood ad
hoc S+S committee and Planning
Department personnel – includ-
ing Chief of Planning Kairos
Shen. From what was described,
during those meetings S+S zon-
ing districts had been discussed
and draft maps of Cleary Square
had been looked at, leading the
ad hoc group to believe that there
was a de facto agreement regard-
ing which S+S zones would be
mapped where.

The group’s shock at seeing
the released draft map – which
bore little resemblance to the one

they thought had been agreed on
– informed much of the zoning
portion of the discussion.

At one point, ad hoc group
member Ken Fields – having
noted the difference in the agreed
upon map with the released map
– asked if there would be an op-
portunity for discussions be-
tween the Planning Department
and the community after the
comment period ends on May 15.

Coppinger said that there
would be a meeting after the
comment period ends to justify
changes are made – or not made
– to the proposed zoning map, but
she didn’t go into much more de-
tail.

It also was confirmed during
that interlude that District 5 City
Councilor Enrique Pepén and
State Representative Rob
Consalvo (14th Suffolk) had seen
the same map as the ad hoc
group.

“Right now, we’re feeling –
as a community – that we’ve
been kind of let down by the City
because it’s not the map that our
city councilor saw, it’s not the
map that our state rep saw, and
it’s not the map that we saw,”
Batey said regarding the version
of it that was eventually released.

At that point, Kattler-Gold
provided what had the effect of
another shock. “I just wanted to
clarify that Consalvo and Pepén
did see this version of the map.
I just want to make sure that…”

“When did they see it?”
Batey interrupted. “When?”

“Before we released it.”
Batey apologetically dis-

agreed with Kattler-Gold. “We
all heard the same thing: that
they did not see that before-
hand.” He received confirma-
tion from Fields, who then dip-
lomatically added that “you
can’t remember everything
you’re seeing when every little
nuance changes.”

In that vein, Kattler-Gold
acknowledged the many map it-
erations that the Planning De-
partment has worked with, and
that Pepén and his team have
looked at over the past few
months.

For all the talk of zoning, the
meeting ended more or less as
it had begun – with Gallego
again expressing displacement
concerns: this time about ex-
actly how reopening in redevel-
oped sites would work. “Not
just for me,” he clarified. “For
whoever do the nails, or who-
ever do the haircuts. How they
return? And how much is gonna
increase the rent for us?”

Coppinger’s reply was
straightforward but illustrated
Batey’s point about the Anti-
Displacement Plan. “It’s, unfor-
tunately, the question that we
don’t have a great answer to –
to help you guys. But it’s one
thing that, if you guys were to
return in the new building, con-
versations early and often with
that developer will set up the
return process a little bit better
over time.”

The comment period for the
Cleary Square S+S draft plan
and zoning map ends on Friday,
May 15. To access the draft
plan and zoning map and to
submit comments, visit https://
gvimes.link/hpsquaresmap
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Brook continued from page 1 Neponset continued from page 3

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

polluted than the first upstream
mile of it. This was the result, ac-
cording to Remedial Project
Manager “Tristan” Pluta, of the
T&H Dam holding much con-
taminated sediment back.

However, one section of it –
the Braided Channel, which be-
gins at the Harvest River Bridge
(past Mattapan Station on the
Neponset River Greenway) – is
polluted to the level that action
will be required. “It’s unfortunate
because I feel like, aesthetically,
this is probably everybody’s fa-
vorite part of the river,” Pluta said
of that determination.

He also gave an explanation
of why the Braided Channel is
so contaminated while the
stretches of river upstream and
downstream of it are far less so.
He noted that the impounded
sediment at the T&H Dam has
decreased in thickness by 4-5 feet
over the last decade or so and put
forward that, when displaced, it
has been flowing downstream
and ultimately settling in that sec-
tion – which got its name because
of its small, grassy islands that the
river weaves through and around.

The EPA will continue to col-
lect and evaluate data pertaining
to the Phase 2 section of the site.

The removal action for the
Phase 1 section of the site is an-
ticipated to begin sometime in
2027.

The removal of the T&H Dam
is anticipated to take place in
2030.

During the Q&A, one ques-
tion concerned the 1 mg/kg tar-
get ratio, which – at prior EPA
public meetings – had been given
as 0.8 mg/kg. However, Pluta
stated that 1 mg/kg also falls
within the EPA’s range of accept-

brance services per year, accord-
ing to the cemetery – for recre-
ation uses.

Resident Susan Lyon said her
parents and much of her family
are buried at the site, and that
she’s been going there since the
1960s.

“DCR has been fairly absent
since taking over the property,
and Alan, who’s in charge of the
Gardens, has been taking very
good care of this site,” she said.

Lyons said pedestrian access
to the site is also problematic.

“I’m concerned about the
compliance that DCR hasn’t
taken care of and should be bud-
geted tomorrow for the sidewalks
from the Gardens up Baker Street
to the VFW Parkway,” she said.
“I don’t know if you’ve walked
it, but you should. It’s atrocious.”

“Both my parents are buried
there in the Garden of Honor for
veterans,” resident Elaine Meyer
said. “I’ve been very close with
Alan since my mom passed, and
we would visit down there quite
often. Alan and Eunice, I can’t
say enough of them. But is this
more of a plan to accommodate
the public as opposed to what
goes on at the cemetery every
day? I know the trails are acces-
sible from the driveway – I don’t
use the trails but I know a lot of
people do – I don’t know if this
is more of a plan to accommo-
date the public rather than the
existing cemetery that’s been

there for over 100 years.”
“I have five generations of

family members buried there,”
said resident Jennifer Young
Kass. “I have a real concern on a
couple of things. One is that it
doesn’t look like much interac-
tion has happened with the Gar-
dens, and they have some very
important issues that they’re
raising that don’t seem to have
been addressed here. I’m hope-
ful that’s going to change, and
you’re going to work with them
to maximize the benefits to ev-
erybody and minimize the con-
flicts… We would not want to
see any detrimental activity that
would impact the mourning and
services that happen at the Gar-
dens.”

The site’s ownership is
somewhat complicated, and has
led to some issues with the Gar-
dens, which technically owns a
portion of land surrounded by
the DCR land with an easement
to the street for vehicle and util-
ity access.

The Gardens at Gethsemane
Cemetery stated that it has main-
tained and owned the site for
more than 150 years. The whole
site has a storied history going
back to the socialist experiment
of Brook Farm in the mid 19th
century. The state took over
most of the site in 1988 and left
the Cemetery’s 21 acres out of
the total 145 acres of the site.

There has been some con-

tention between the Gardens
and the State over how much
land the state should be giving,
eventually, to the Gardens as
the original law stated that the
cemetery would get 15 acres
outright with an option for 15
more, should the state decide
so – https://gvimes.link/
brookfarmtaking

The Gardens released two
letters to the DCR and the pub-
lic –  https://gvimes.link/
gardensbrook1– and – https://
gvimes.link/gardensbrook2 –
detailing the organization’s
concerns with the current plan.
The second letter stated that
DCR has been “understating”
the cemetery’s use and does
not acknowledge that the cem-
etery is “owed” nine more
acres of land due to the land
taking back in the 80s.

DCR Director of Cultural
Resources Wendy Pearl said
that had been negotiated in
1986, when the taking actually,
finally, took place, and that the
final agreement was 21 acres
out of the potential 30.

“There is no land owed,”
she said.

Despite that, State Sen.
Michael Rush and State Rep.
Bill MacGregor have cospon-
sored legislation that made it
to last year’s Ways and Means
Committee hearings – https://
gvimes.link/gardensbill – that
if passed would allow the state
to sell about 35 acres of the site
to the Gardens Cemetery “for
the cost of fair market value.”

The Gardens also stated
that DCR has been “understat-
ing” the cemetery’s historic
role in preserving the site since
the state took over most of the
property in 1986 for conserva-
tion and recreation.

Pearl said for DCR’s part,
there will be no change to the
cemetery land, and that most
of the trails the department will
be working on already exist.

“This park is already open
to the public and we’re not re-
ally changing the access here,
but rather making it safe and
accessible to people who are
coming here,” Pearl said. “The
driveway, the office associated
with the cemetery, and the
cemetery land itself, there is no
change being proposed for
that. These trails already exist
in most places, and where
we’re talking about making
improvements is for accessi-
bility and safety.”

To see the full meeting re-
cording and the current itera-
tion of the plan, go to https://
gvimes.link/brookdcr

able risk levels and Community
Involvement Coordinator Aaron
Shaheen – the meeting’s lead pre-
senter – later commented via
email that, essentially, the num-
ber was rounded up during the
Phase 1 Engineering Evaluation/
Cost Analysis (EE/CA) and that
the ratio is in accordance with the
EPA’s Superfund Risk Assess-
ment Guidance.

There were also funding
questions, with reassurances
made that the federal project
would go on. Regarding the tight-
ening budget for Riverside
Square, On-Scene Coordinator
Tom Hatzopoulos stated that no
funds have been cut, “they’re just
coming in slower, but they are
coming in.”

He was also asked about pub-
lic use of the Lewis Chemical site
post-PCB removal. “Currently,
it’s not a brownfield site,” he said.
“It’s been dug down to at least
five feet, and 10 feet in certain
areas. As far as we’re concerned,
there’s five feet of clean soil on
top of the entire site.” He added
that “what we’ve left behind is
very little – very little contami-
nation, and that’s at depth.”

Hatzopoulos was also asked
if he would allow his grandchild
to play there on a regular basis.
“Absolutely,” he replied, before
clarifying that he doesn’t yet have
any grandchildren.

To find out more about the
Lower Neponset Superfund, as
well as its Community Advisory
Group (CAG), visit
www.epa.gov/neponsetriver. To
join the EPA’s Lower Neponset
email list or to find out more
about attending a monthly CAG
meeting, contact
R1Neponset@epa.gov.
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WRNC continued from page 5Mayor Michelle Wu Announces
White Stadium Neighborhood
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Miracle Prayer
Dear Sacred Heart of Jesus, I
have asked You for many
favours. But I plead for this one.
(mention favour). Take it, place
it in your open broken Heart. And
when the eternal Father sees it,
covered with the mantel of his
most precious Blood, He cannot
refuse it. For then it is your
prayer, not mine. Dear Sacred
Heart of Jesus, I place my trust
in thee. Amen.
Say three times for three days,
promise publication and favour
will be granted.

—V.C.

dential burglaries … robberies are down 50 percent,” she said.
McMullin clarified some of what the numbers meant.
“Just look at when we say that we’re up or things have changed

like 100 percent, we went from two incidents to four … or we’re
looking at numbers like we went from nine to six. None of these
things had a drastic change in that year-over-year time … the stats
have improved on more than half of those.”

Stephen Smith, WRNC board member, asked McMullin if there
was anything she was worried about.

“So far, since being here in March, the Part 1 crimes have been
very low,” she said.

According to the Boston Police Department Part 1 crimes are se-
rious offenses tracked for the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR)
system, classified by their prevalence and severity. They include vio-
lent crimes (homicide, rape, robbery, aggravated assault) and prop-
erty crimes (burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson).
“We do see sort of isolated incidents of the attempted breaking into
cars,” said Loewen.

McMullin said a good number of cars that are reported to have
been broken into are the result of unlocked cars.

“That’s part of why those flyers that we give out is to try to pre-
vent people from becoming victims, reminding people to lock things,
reminding people that we want people to feel safe in their neighbor-
hood, but at the same time we should take that extra step and lock our
houses, lock our cars, all that stuff, so you don’t become a victim,”
she said. McMullin added that she encourages everyone who has a
Ring camera to let police know if there appears to be something sus-
picious.

McMullin also gave what has become a continuous warning from
all E-5 officers against scams which are becoming more frequent and
creative in their attempts to separate people from their money.

“We try to prevent folks from becoming victims because these
scams have become very elaborate,” she said. “We always caution
people to not give any information over the phone to folks, and if
there’s any immediacy that’s told to you, like, ‘I need this right
now,’ or ‘something’s happening to your family member,’ to
take a pause, try to contact that family member, verify that in-
formation.” Tip-offs that indicate a scam are those who pres-
sure you to provide your personal information or money very
quickly.

Kern’s update included information on two robberies. “Just
to tell you about the search warrant we’re working on upstairs.
Last week we actually had two unarmed robberies, a guy on a
moped, one woman was a victim in that alleyway going from
Centre Street by the post office, back to the Roche Brothers.”

One community member asked about the recent antisemitic
incidents reported in West Roxbury.

“Yes … LaGrange on the 9th and the 10th of April, I be-
lieve, people were finding some slips of papers about ‘Boycott
the Jews’” he said. “That, because of it being a civil rights
issue, went to the Civil Rights Unit so we don’t investigate it.”

Kern said he did review the notes on the incidents and they
were looking to talk to possible witnesses.

If you or anyone you know has been a victim of a hate crime
(due to race, ethnicity, religion, disability, national origin, gen-
der identity, or sexual orientation) report it to the Civil Rights
Unit of the Boston Police department at 617-343-4527.

Mayor Michelle Wu An-
nounces White Stadium Neigh-
borhood Advisory Council

15-member advisory council
will engage community and ad-
vise on construction and future
operations of White Stadium

Mayor Michelle Wu in part-
nership with Boston Legacy FC
announced the creation of the
White Stadium Neighborhood
Advisory Council (WSNAC), a
15-member advisory body es-
tablished to engage communi-
ties and provide input on the
White Stadium project.

Created under the project’s
lease and governing agreements,
the council creates a structured
forum for information-sharing,
discussion, and community
feedback as White Stadium is
built and prepares for opera-
tions. WSNAC will serve as an
advisory voice representing
neighbors and park users on sta-
dium operations, transportation,
scheduling, logistics, and other
topics of neighborhood interest.

The council members repre-
sent a broad cross-section of
stakeholders, including resi-
dents from Dorchester, Jamaica
Plain, Roxbury, and Mattapan,
park users, BPS student athletes,
local businesses, faith leaders,
and youth sports organizations.
Members will receive regular
updates from the City, BPS Ath-
letics, the Parks Department,
and Boston Legacy FC, and will
provide ongoing community
feedback and perspectives on
construction progress and sta-
dium operations.

“The White Stadium Neigh-
borhood Advisory Council will
help ensure that the community
continues to steer investments in
two of our most beautiful and
treasured public spaces in Bos-
ton—White Stadium and
Franklin Park,” said Mayor
Michelle Wu. “This group will
be instrumental to making sure
this project reflects the needs
and priorities of our residents.”

“The White Stadium Neigh-
borhood Advisory Council for-
malizes what Boston Legacy FC
believes is essential to this
project’s success: an ongoing,
meaningful partnership with the
community,” said Kim Miner,
Chief External Affairs Officer,
Boston Legacy FC. “It will play
a critical role in building trust
and accountability through
transparency and ongoing en-
gagement, providing a consis-
tent forum for listening to and
sharing neighborhood perspec-
tives.”

The inaugural members of
the White Stadium Neighbor-
hood Advisory Council who will
serve two-year terms, include:

Co-Chairs
Luis Perez Demorizi, Execu-

tive Director of Franklin Park
Matt Balk, Boston Legacy

FC Head of Facilities
Ex-officio Members
Brian Worrell, City Coun-

cilor for District 4
Benjamin J. Weber, City

Councilor for District 6
Rev. Miniard Culpepper,

City Councilor for District 7
General Members
Sam DePina, Boston Public

Schools Athletics
Tony DaRocha, Youth

Sports Coach
Camila Restrepo, Boston

Public Schools Student Athlete
Rickie Thompson, Franklin

Park Coalition President
Beth Santos, local Business

Owner (co-owner of Ula Café)
and BPS Parent

Marilyn Forman, Dorchester
Representative

Tony Brewer, Roxbury Rep-
resentative

Kevin Batt, Jamaica Plain
Representative

Pastor Dana Gonsal,
Mattapan Representative

City Coordinator

Anshi Moreno Jimenez
Under the terms of the Co-

operation Agreement, negoti-
ated in December 2023, “A
White Stadium Neighborhood
Advisory Council (“WSNAC”)
will be established at the earli-
est practicable time. Member-
ship shall include District Coun-
cilors and representatives of
residents from park-adjacent
neighborhoods of Dorchester,
Jamaica Plain, Roxbury, and
Mattapan, park users, Boston
Public Schools, and the Appli-
cant. WSNAC will be co-
chaired by the Parks Department
and the Applicant.”

Following the stadium’s in-
augural season at White Sta-
dium, the advisory council will
receive and review the Annual
Stadium Operations Report sub-
mitted by Boston Legacy FC,
covering transportation, sound
management, lighting, trash,
event scheduling, and more. The
council will also review the an-
nual Transportation Manage-
ment and Operations Plan and
provide feedback as a represen-
tative body of residents, iden-
tifying what worked well and
what could be improved in fu-
ture seasons.

WSNAC members will
also share feedback and ideas
for the Community Annual
Fund, a $500,000 commit-
ment that will increase annu-
ally by 3% and is funded en-
tirely by Boston Legacy. The
Annual Fund will be estab-
lished by the City and Boston
Legacy, with guidance from
its own advisory body, as es-
tablished under the lease
documents. It is one part of
more than $252 million in pri-
vately-funded community
benefits over the next 15 years
stemming from the White Sta-
dium project.
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The Riddle: Why are my Spouse
Benefits less than half?

Russell Gloor
AMAC Certified Social

Security Advisor

Probably the most common
fallacy about SS spouse benefits
is the belief that a spouse always
gets 50% (half) of their marital
partner’s monthly Social Secu-
rity payment. And that is sim-
ply not the case.

We try to address questions
about Social Security spouse
benefits diligently with indi-
vidual answers to the specific
questions we receive, and also
through our weekly “Ask
Rusty” articles published in na-
tional media. We’ve addressed
these questions, too, in our
weekly “Ask Rusty” podcasts,
in the periodic public webinars
and seminars we do, and in regu-
lar separate articles posted on
two of our AMAC Foundation

websites –
www.SocialSecuityReport.org
and www.AmacFoundation.org.

In other words, we are quite pro-
active in our efforts to clarify the
mystery of Social Security ben-
efits for spouses.

Nevertheless, the questions
keep on coming. So, at risk of
being repetitive, I’ll say it again
– spouses do not always get half
of their marital parter’s Social
Security benefit. And that results
in the mystery of why.

The Mystery: Understanding
the Basics

To understand this mystery,
we must first know that Social
Security spouse benefits are al-
ways determined by comparing
each partner’s “Primary Insur-
ance Amount” (PIA). This is the
retirement amount that each
spouse is eligible for based on
their individual lifetime work
history and is the amount they
will receive if they claim ben-
efits to start at their own full re-
tirement age (FRA)[2].

PIAs (FRA amounts) for
both partners are compared and,
if one spouse’s PIA is less than
half (50%) of their partner’s
PIA, then the difference be-
tween those two figures be-
comes a supplemental amount
(e.g., a “spousal boost”) which
can be added to the personal SS
retirement amount of the spouse
with the smaller PIA. But if the

BURNS
Susan, of Roslindale passed

away unexpectedly on April 25,
2026. She was 73 years old. She
was the beloved daughter of the
late Adele (Abraham) and
Francis Burns.

Susan Burns grew up in
Boston, where she lived with
her parents in Roslindale. She
graduated from Girls’ Latin
School in Boston, and from
Simmons University, with a
Bachelor’s degree in Finance.
She was also awarded the Hel-
ena Rubenstein Scholarship for
Achievement and was a mem-
ber of the Simmons Honor
Academy. Susan received a
Master of Science degree in
Accountancy from Bentley
University. She was an En-

rolled Agent able to practice in
front of the Internal Revenue
Service. Susan worked for the
Internal Revenue Service and
John Hancock Life insurance
Company.

Susan was fluent in the
French language. She could
read and write Arabic.

Her professional career
spanned almost 30 years with
Britt & Company CPA, LLC in
Dedham. Thomas Britt, CPA,
praised Susan’s work perfor-
mance and personal ethic:

“We worked together for
close to thirty years. She was
one of the most dedicated,
loyal, and hard-working mem-
bers of our team. In addition,
you could not find a nicer per-
son, who would go out of her
way to help you. She will be
missed.”

Funeral services provided
by Our Lady of The Annuncia-
tion Cathedral 7 V.F.W. Park-
way West Roxbury. Interment
at St. Joseph Cemetery 990
Lagrange St. West Roxbury.

In lieu of flowers, charitable
donations to the Cathedral

www.bostonmelkite.org or to St
Jude Children’s Research Hos-
pital would be greatly appreci-
ated. If you want to mail a do-
nation, please send checks or
money orders (please no cash)
to: ALSAC/St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital 501 St. Jude
Place Memphis, TN 38105 or
you can donate online today at
www.stjude.org.

We are very grateful to the
staff at Bridges by Epoch in
Westwood for the caring, com-
passionate, and loving care
given to Susan.

Indeed, Susan was a dear
cousin to many and a friend for
life. We miss her. May God rest
and keep her.

KELLY

Leo M., of West Roxbury,
April 28, 2026 passed peace-
fully surrounded by his loving

family. The devoted father of
Patrick and his wife, Meadhbh,
and Nicholas and his longtime
girlfriend, Hannah. The cher-
ished “Grampy” of Patrick and
Meadhbh’s 14-month-old son,
Callum, and their daughter on
the way.

Survived by his mother,
Mary Kelly and the late Leo
Kelly. Also survived by his
brothers Dan and his wife, Ann,
Ed, Stephen and his wife, June,
Chris and his late wife, Noreen,
as well as several nieces and
nephews.

A proud West Roxbury na-
tive, Leo spent his early years
on Woodley Ave., and 26 years
on Theodore Parker Rd. Always
an animal lover, Leo adored his
dog, Samantha. A graduate of
Catholic Memorial, class of
1984, Leo spent 30 years in the
automotive industry. He loved
working on anything mechani-
cal with his sons.

Leo spent summers at
Robie’s Campground on Lake
Wentworth in Wolfeboro, New
Hampshire, where he enjoyed
boating, waterskiing, and grill-
ing. Leo made lifelong friend-
ships at Robie’s and shared
beloved memories with
friends and family.

In lieu of flowers, remem-
brances in memory of Leo
may be made to the Dana
Farber Cancer Institute at
dana-farber.org/gift.

Visitation services pro-
vided by the Robert J. Lawler
& Crosby Funeral Home 1803
Centre St., West Roxbury. A
Funeral Mass of Christian

Burial was celebrated at The
Holy Name Church. Interment
at St. Joseph Cemetery.

MCGONAGLE

Joseph A., of West
Roxbury passed away on
April 29, 2026. He was 48
years old.

Born in Boston, Joseph
had a life-long love of trains
and worked for several years
for Amtrak. He loved hockey
and was an “animal
whisperer.” Above all else, he
had an incredible work ethic
and was the “rock” of his fam-
ily, working hard and provid-
ing for them in every way nec-
essary.

Joseph was the dear and
devoted husband of Andrea
(Mathieu) McGonagle. Lov-
ing step-father of Sarah
Dibbles and her husband Rob-
ert. Loving son of the late
Joan (Emmons) McGonagle

CALL (617)
361-8400

To advertise,
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spouse benefit is claimed before
FRA, the amount of the “spou-
sal boost” is actuarially reduced
(by a fraction of 1% per month
early) and, when added to the
spouse’s actual SS retirement
amount, will result in a payment
which is less than half of their
partner’s monthly payment.
With few exceptions, any Social
Security benefit taken before the
recipient’s FRA will be reduced.

Even if the spouse claimed a
reduced retirement benefit be-
fore FRA, or if their partner
claimed SS retirement before or
after FRA, the calculation still
uses their individual PIAs (FRA
amounts) to determine the
amount of the spousal boost.

If the spouse is not eligible
for their own SS retirement ben-
efit the spouse benefit will be
based only on their partner’s
FRA entitlement. To illustrate,
a spouse whose FRA is 67 and
who claims spouse benefits at
age 62, will only get about
32.5% of their partner’s PIA,
rather than 50%. And if the
spouse’s marital partner waited
beyond FRA to claim SS retire-
ment benefits, the percentage of
the partner’s monthly amount
received by the spouse would be
less than 50% of the partner’s
SS amount (because the
partner’s SS payment would be
higher than their PIA due to
Delayed Retirement Credits
(DRCs). Hence, again, spouses
do not always get half of their
marital parter’s Social Security
benefit. Only when a spouse
claims SS at full retirement age
will the spouse’s benefit be 50%
of the partner’s FRA’ entitle-
ment.

The Enigma: When Should
I Claim my Spouse Benefit?

Considering all of this, many
spouses face a puzzling deci-
sion: When is the best time to
claim my spousal benefit? Well,
though that is somewhat of an
enigmatic question, here are
some things which should help
you decide:

·     If you are working but
have not yet reached FRA, and
your earnings will substantially
exceed Social Security’s Annual
Earnings Test limit ($24,480 for
2026 but the limit changes an-
nually), then consider waiting
longer to claim your spousal
benefit. The AET would likely
result in some (if not all) of your
benefits being withheld.

·     If you’re not working
(thus not subject to the AET) but
urgently need the SS money,
then claiming before FRA
would be a prudent choice. You
wouldn’t get the full spousal
benefit (all SS benefits taken
before FRA are reduced), but
if you urgently need the SS
money, then claiming early is
a viable option.

·     If you have reason to
believe your life expectancy
will be short, then claiming be-
fore FRA is usually the right
choice. Spouse benefits do not
reach maximum until you
reach your full retirement age
but, if you will have a short
life, claiming early will likely
provide the most in lifetime
benefits. FYI, the average life

expectancy for those first eli-
gible to claim Social Security
is about 84 for a man and about
87 for a woman.

·     If it is probable that you
will be entitled to a surviving
spouse (widow(er)) benefit
later, then taking the spouse
benefit early is usually a smart
choice. For example, if your
marital partner is older or is in
poor health, and there are high
odds that you will be a surviv-
ing spouse, then claiming your
spouse benefit early is usually
the right decision. FYI, a sur-
viving spouse receives the
higher of two benefits – either
their own SS retirement ben-
efit, or the amount their de-
ceased marital partner was re-
ceiving at death.

In the final analysis, no one
knows what lies ahead (the fu-
ture is always a mystery) but
an informed decision based on
the above considerations
should allow you to make the
right personal choice, even if
your spouse benefit comes out
to be less than 50% of your
partner’s amount.

Of course, if you are still
perplexed by this topic, the
AMAC Foundation’s Social
Security Advisory Service pro-
vides expert Social Security
advice at no charge.

This service is available via
email to
SSadvisor@amacfoundation.org,
or by phone at 1.888.750.2622.

This article is intended for
information purposes only and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff, trained and
accredited by the National So-
cial Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Secu-
rity Administration or any
other governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit our
website (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advi-
sory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

About AMAC
The 2.4 million member

Association of Mature Ameri-
can Citizens [AMAC]
www.amac.us is a vibrant, vi-
tal senior advocacy organiza-
tion that takes its marching or-
ders from its members. AMAC
Action is a non-profit, non-par-
tisan organization represent-
ing the membership in our
nation’s capital and in local
Congressional Districts
throughout the country. And
the AMAC Foundation
(www.AmacFoundation.org)
is the Association’s non-profit
organization, dedicated to sup-
porting and educating
America’s Seniors. Together,
we act and speak on the Asso-
ciation members’ behalf, pro-
tecting their interests and offer-
ing a practical insight on how
to best solve the problems they
face today. Live long and make
a difference by joining us to-
day at www.amac.us/join-
amac.

and Henry McGonagle. Dear
brother of the late Michael
McGonagle. Dear son-in-law
of Victoria Mathieu and John
Mathieu.

Details of Joseph’s
Graveside Funeral Service
will be posted to this site
when they become finalized.

Contributions in Joseph’s
memory may be made to the
MSPCA, 350 South Hunting-
ton Ave. Jamaica Plain, MA
02130.

MORAHAN

Annie “Nancy,” 93, of
Roslindale, MA, passed away
on Friday May 1, 2026 sur-
rounded by her family and
grandchildren. She was born on
June 6, 1932 in Elphin County,
Roscommon, Ireland to Maude
and Padraic O’Connell. She
grew up in Ireland and later
made her home in Concord, then
Mission Hill Massachusetts, fi-
nally settling in Roslindale and
summering in Marshfield.
Nancy was a loving wife, de-
voted mother, grandmother,
great grandmother and aunt,
who found joy in gardening,
spending time at the beach and
being with her family. She was
known for her gift of gab, sense
of humor and her faith. She
touched the lives of many
through her years as a City of
Boston Crossing Guard. A de-
voted member of Holy Name
Parish, she faithfully served as
a Eucharist minister and was an
active member of the Sodality
and the Bernadines. She sup-
ported the Holy Name Band and
Cub Scouts. She was also a Bos-
ton Latin School PTA member,
one of the founders of BLS Grid
Iron Club booster program, and
a sales associate of Filene’s/
Macy’s retiring when she was
85.

She is survived by her ador-
ing husband of 69 years, Joseph
M., her children Ann Marie
Fitzpatrick and her husband
John of Londonderry NH, Jo-
seph and his wife Kimberly of
Concord MA, Thomas and his
wife Andrea of Medfield MA,
late son John & his wife Maura
of Sandwich MA, Brian and his
wife Janine of Braintree MA,
and her sister-in-law Celine
O’Connell of Elphin, Ireland, as
well as 17 grandchildren and 4
great grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. She was
preceded in death by her parents,
brother Patsy and sister Maura
of Ireland and son John.

Visitation and funeral ser-

vices provided by William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre St. West Roxbury. A Fu-
neral Mass was celebrated at
Holy Name Parish Church, West
Roxbury. Her final resting place
will be at the Massachusetts
National Cemetery, Bourne. In
lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the FORWARD or-
ganization to help provide suit-
able housing for individuals
with autism (www.go-
forward.org), P.O. Box 1174, S.
Dennis, MA 02660.

She will be deeply missed
and lovingly remembered by all
who knew her.

MULLALEY
Louise M. (Urbanik) of Ja-

maica Plain, formerly of
Waukegan, IL, passed away on
April 24, 2026. Beloved mother
of Christopher Mullaley of
Dorchester, Dana Mullaley and
her husband Christian Cardone
of Revere, and Joseph Mullaley
of Quincy. Devoted daughter of
the late Aloysius and Rose
Marie (Kucharska) Urbanik.
Dear sister of Christine Urbanik
of IL, Monica Urbanik of WI,
and the late Thomas Urbanik.
Also survived by Dana’s step-

children Rhianna, Maximus,
and Jayson Cardone.

Louise carried a spirit of in-
dependence throughout her life.
She was married in South Da-
kota to the late George Mullaley
and later divorced, but together
they raised three children.

Louise dedicated much of
her life to caring for others as a
registered nurse at Faulkner
Hospital. Her commitment to
helping people extended beyond
one place, as she also worked as
a traveling nurse, often serving
challenging communities near
and far.

Outside of her work, Louise
had a special love and respect
for animals which brought her
joy and were an important part
of her life.

Visiting Hours in the Will-
iam J. Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre St., West Roxbury
on Wednesday May 6th from
4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Followed
by a Funeral Service at 5:30 p.m.
Relatives and friends are kindly
invited to attend. Interment Pri-
vate.

In lieu of flowers, donations
in memory of Louise may be
made to the MSPCA-Angell,
Attn: Donations, 350 South Hun-
tington Ave., Boston, MA 02130
or www.mspca.org. https://
www.mspca.org/donate>
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Legals

City Council resolutions on Brigham fight,
Sheriff custody death
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District 7
Councilor Miniard

Culpepper and At-Large City
Councilor Julia Mejia offered
a resolution calling for an in-
dependent investigation into
the in-custody death of
Shacoby Kenny at the Suffolk
County House of Correction.

The resolution states that
deaths in custody raise serious
concerns regarding public
safety, accountability, and civil
rights within correctional facili-

ties, and notes that over the past
five years there have been more
than 20 reported deaths in cus-
tody across Suffolk County fa-
cilities, including several at the
House of Correction.

It further states that Kenny’s
death followed an altercation
with correctional officers, rais-
ing questions about the circum-
stances of the incident and the
conduct of those involved. The
resolution also cites concerns
raised by legal advocates and

public defenders regarding po-
tential conflicts of interest, wit-
ness access, and the fairness of
the current investigative pro-
cess.

The resolution, which was
adopted, calls for a transparent,
impartial, and independent in-
vestigation to ensure account-
ability and public confidence.
It urges the Suffolk District
Attorney’s Office and the Mas-
sachusetts Attorney General to
appoint an independent inves-

tigator to conduct a full review
of the incident, including the
actions of correctional staff, the
treatment of individuals in cus-
tody, and the facility’s policies
regarding use of force and over-
sight, with findings made pub-
lic.

BRIGHAM
AND WOMEN’S

District 2
City Council Ed Flynn, Dis-

trict 8 City Councilor Sharon

Durkan, and District 4 City
Councilor Brian Worrell of-
fered a resolution in support of
nurses at Brigham and
Women’s Hospital.

The resolution recognizes
the more than 4,000 nurses and
nurse practitioners at Brigham
and Women’s Hospital who
provide high-quality, lifesaving
care to patients in Boston and
across New England and serve
as a key part of one of the
region’s leading healthcare in-
stitutions.

It states that members of the
Massachusetts Nurses Associa-
tion at Brigham and Women’s
Hospital have been engaged in
contract negotiations since Oc-
tober 2025, advocating for fair
wages, affordable healthcare,
and safe working conditions.
The resolution notes that cur-
rent management proposals in-
clude no wage increase for most
nurses and nurse practitioners,
along with proposed increases
in healthcare premium costs.

The resolution emphasizes
that fair compensation and ac-
cessible healthcare benefits are
essential to maintaining staff-
ing levels and ensuring the con-
tinued delivery of patient care.
It states that the nurses’ efforts
reflect their commitment to
both their profession and the
patients and communities they
serve.

The resolution places the
Council on record in support of
the nurses and nurse practitio-
ners in their efforts to secure
fair wages, affordable
healthcare, safe working condi-
tions, and respect in the work-
place.
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