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Thousands marched from the Boston Common to City Hall on Monday as part of a new Labor Day celebra-
tion and protest.
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The proposal at 12 Rock Hill St. is finally getting underway after much
delay.
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After all the drama, argument, rhetoric and sometimes hyste-
ria that often mark Jamaica Plain community meetings about new
housing, there is still the required Boston Planning and Develop-
ment Agency Board (BPDA) vote and Zoning Board of Appeals
(ZBA) determination.

And when all that’s over and the public process ends, in some
cases a lot of time can go by before the actual construction work
on the housing begins.

The Bulletin was reminded of this when the agenda of the
Aug. 12, ZBA meeting listed an extension request for 121
Brookside Ave., a full six years after it was approved.

Delays seem to be common, and although none reviewed by
The Bulletin will have any impact on increasing housing for those
earning 30 to 50 percent area median income (AMI), they do
conflict with the mayor’s oft-repeated promises to streamline the
development process.

The Wu administration is stocked with a host of “community
engagement specialists,” but engagement does not seem to get
housing built any quicker.

After the engagement specialists move on to other engage-
ments when the public process ends, tracking the progress usu-
ally requires calling attorneys.

There does seem to be life regarding 121 Brookside, but At-
torney Andrew Kara, who requested the approved extension, did
not respond to The Bulletin’s calls for clarification: how long is
the extension and is it for the original developer?

The original developer was Scott Johnson, of Cedar Hill De-
velopment. He proposed a four-story, 21–unit apartment house,
designed by Cheryl Tougias, on a vacant lot numbered 121
Brookside.

Approved by the BPDA in May 2019 and then the ZBA on
Aug. 27 of the same year, the site has sat empty since.

The next door business, Carlysle Engineering Fire Protection
Systems, strongly opposed Johnson’s plan at both the JP Zoning
Committee (JPZC) and ZBA, stating “It would drive us out of
business.”

In the meantime,  Carlysle Engineering has moved its busi-
ness in Jamaica Plain, where it’s been located for 75 years, ap-
parently to Norwood sometime in May. The 1.1-acre parcel was
put on the market by LAER Realty in May, listed for $14.9 mil-
lion.

One other housing plan, 12 Rock Hill Rd, presumed deceased,

Thousands of union mem-
bers, residents, demonstrators
and politicians lined up on Mon-
day, completely filling up Park
Street and portions of the Bos-
ton Common, to rally for union
rights and causes.

The main theme was Work-
ers Not Billionaires, and speak-
ers focused on calling out the
government on its union busting
tactics, its favoritism to corpora-

tions and how the government
has left the middle class behind.

“We are the labor movement
and we together as a united front
will stand up against billionaires
and fight against corporate
greed,” said Greater Boston La-
bor Council President Darlene
Lombos. “We need the leader-
ship of our members; we need the
power of workers in our unions
and the solidarity of our commu-
nity partners and officials to con-
tinue the legacy of building a
united front. To resist and to chal-

lenge those who have always
tried to divide. So today, on La-
bor Day, let’s recommit to our
shared struggle.”

American Federation of
Teachers Vice President and Bos-
ton Teachers Union member Jes-
sica Tang said income inequal-
ity is running rampant and prices
are increasing.

“The growing gap between
workers’ salaries and CEO sala-
ries is disgusting, and union bust-
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finally began construction in
August after six years, a four-
story, 12-unit apartment house
designed by Ed Forte on the U-
shaped road off Paul Gore
Street.

Proposed in 2019 by Mat-
thew Hayes, who owns Jamaica
Plain Auto Body and the other
garages on the street, Hayes had
a difficult time; he was con-
tested at three often contentious
JPZC meetings from March
2019 through October 2020,
when it was finally approved.

The ZBA originally denied
Hayes on June 8, 2020, for too
big a building, but after a re-
turn engagement on June 8,
2021, with a four-story build-
ing and a reduction of units
down to 12, it was approved.

From time to time The Bul-
letin would go over and see if
work had begun, and discov-
ered excavation underway two
weeks ago.

Another housing develop-
ment that apparently might still
get built is 64 Allandale St., first
proposed in 2015 by Jacqueline
Nunez.

Nunez proposed 13 build-
ings in a cluster of 18 for sale
units on the two-acre site abut-

right zoning development,
Zukor still went through two
Boston Planning Article 80
meetings, an IAG meeting and
a JP Housing Committee meet-
ing between November 2021
and December 2022.

As approved by the BPDA
on Aug. 17, 2023, Rockwood
Manor, as it was called, came
with a lot of promises:

$1.9 million to the city’s
housing fund, $500,000 to the
Parks Dept, $500,000 to local
organizations including
$20,000 to the Eliot School and
$15,000 to the Hyde Square
Task Force.

In 2025, the LYX Group is
now New Meadow Develop-
ment and Zukor is no longer
involved according to a phone
call The Bulletin made to New
Meadow on August 22.

Rockwood Manor is now
choked with weeds up to the
first floor windows.

In September 2022, Adam
Sarbough, of Cornerstone Re-
alty on Tremont Street, wanted
to build out 61 Montebello Rd.

He was already completing
two, wood-frame, three-family
houses on Ennis Road that re-
ceived a congenial neighbor-
hood reception so he thought he
would be welcomed on
Montebello Road.

Sixty-one Montebello was
even more modest; Sarbough
would convert the existing
house into three condominiums
and replace the rear garage with
a new structure consisting of
five condominiums designed by
Arthur Choo, who also de-
signed the Ennis Road houses.

Sarbaugh had experience
with the big leagues; in 2023
he got ZBA approval for a
three-building, 236 condo-
minium complex at Allstate
Road in the heart of South Bay
but he seemed unprepared for
the little leaguers who con-
tested 61 Montebello every step
of the way: they wanted no
more than three units in  the old
house.

He hit neighborhood oppo-

sition: “Alien to the neighbor-
hood,” “Too much,” “A great
wall” at three Egleston Square
Neighborhood Association
meetings and two JPZC meet-
ings, all for eight for-sale units.

Even JP Zoning chair Dave
Baron was puzzled by the all
the opposition. “It’s been
through a very long process,”
Sarbaugh told the ZBA on Jan.
1, 2024 which approved his
plan.

No work has begun and the
trees are growing up over the
old house.

Next door, at number 69,
two “Domingos DaRosa for
mayor” signs have sprouted up
which may indicate displeasure
at Wu’s zoning board.

Arguably the mother of all
delayed housing developments
is the 13-acre Shattuck Hospi-
tal, the subject of no less than
16 Bulletin stories since 2018.

Although a state-owned
property, it would come under
BPDA large project review and
presumably zoning variances.

First proposed in part as
supportive housing in March
2018, it went through a long
“visioning process,” an RFP
process and finally developer
designation in July 2023 to
Boston Medical Center Part-
ners for developing the entire
site.

This triggered enormous
public outcry and raucous
meetings, and Governor Healy
pulled the proverbial plug on
Dec. 8, 2023, stating, “It’s far
too costly for us to support.”

The Globe estimated that
cost to be $500 million.

Meanwhile, the Governor
had another idea: she issued an
executive order on Oct. 18,
2023, directing the Office of
Administration and Finance to
develop an inventory of surplus
state land for housing.

That inventory was published
on June 1, 2025 and the Shattuck
was on the list “to be available
for development as housing next
year” either through auction or
another RFP process.

JP delayed development continued from page 1

ting Allandale Woods on the JP,
West Roxbury and Roslindale
lines.

Designed by Beth Whitaker
of Merge Architects, it was re-
designed it at least three times
with a final plan of three clus-
ters of 16 homes.

The ZBA granted approval
on May 3, 2017, and Nunez of-
fered a $50,000 contribution to
the Boston Parks Dept. for
Allandale Woods.

Nunez survived two law-
suits and got one extension in
July 2024.

At that time Nunez esti-
mated her costs had increased
by $700,000 up to $20 million.

On July 29, 2025 the ZBA
granted a two-year extension
that will expire in July 2027.

Three other approved hous-
ing developments that all sur-
vived long and complicated
community reviews have a
checkered history since getting
Boston Planning Department
approval; one has been sold and
another changed developers.

Jigar Patel first proposed a
boutique hotel on the Stanley
tow lot at 3409 Washington St.
but was talked out of it by the
Union Avenue Neighborhood

Association (UANA).
UANA also talked Patel

down on his second proposal,
a five-story, 29-unit apartment
house designed by RODE Ar-
chitects, which was reduced to
four stories with 29 smaller
units.

The BPDA approved 3409
Washington St. on Jan 13,
2022; the approval included a
$105,000 contribution to the
affordable housing fund.

Patel would also offer six
self-financed, below-market
rent apartments, two at 30 per-
cent AMI.

The ZBA approved 3409
Washington St. on Nov 1, 2022.

The Bulletin learned last
week the property had been put
up for sale and is being sold by
Stubblebine Company of Lex-
ington.

James Stubblebine con-
firmed this in a phone call with
The Bulletin on Aug. 22, but
did not return calls asking who
the buyer was and the sale
price.

Whoever bought it will have
to conform with the BPDA and
ZBA approvals unless they seek
a project change; it’s not known
if Patel had a building a permit,
which is granted after ZBA ap-
proval.

The 96-100 Rockwood St.
proposal, in the far west corner
of Jamaica Plain, went through
three designs by architect Lucio
Trabucco for Matthew Zukor of
LYX Group. It included 37
units in an 18-building cluster
grouping tucked within the
heavily wooded sloping 12-acre
site.

Included is the reuse of the
circa 1872 stone-gabled Adams
house.

Although this is an as-of-
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Developer:
opposition caused
loss of affordability

A rendering of the newly-redesigned project at 990 American Legion Hwy., which is tentatively scheduled
for a hearing at the Boston Planning and Redevelopment Agency Board meeting on Sept. 18.

COURTESY PHOTO

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

990 American Legion990 American Legion990 American Legion990 American Legion990 American Legion
Continued on page 4

The Wednesday public
meeting for the proposed 204-
unit rental project at 990 Ameri-
can Legion Hwy. saw several
uncommon, if not unique, oc-
currences for a Boston Planning
Department public meeting.

The project has caused a lot
of controversy since it was first
proposed five years ago. Then,
Lincoln Development proposed
the project in conjunction with
landowner Jubilee Christian
Church. Residents opposed the
project because it would cut
down most of the 14 acres of
trees on the 24-acre property for
the 270-unit proposal.

Since that time, the then
BPDA denied the proposal
based on technical grounds.
Lincoln, now Willow Bridge
Property Company, ended up
suing the city for conflicting
and onerous regulations. Wil-
low eventually won its suit last
year. During the course of the
project, residents formed the
Crane Ledge Woods Coalition
(CLWC), which has been orga-
nizing to push the city to pur-
chase the property from Jubilee.

The city apparently gave Ju-
bilee a $3 million offer for the
property a couple of years ago,
but that was rejected. Over the
course of several community

meetings held by the CLWC,
representatives from Jubilee
spoke about the project and
their right to develop the
property, and State Rep.
Russell Holmes supported the
church in its right to do so.

But, since the last time the
project came into public view
through the city, several
things have changed. The
affordability component,
which originally required 41
units designated as affordable
under the city’s Inclusionary
Development Policy (IDP)
has been scrapped. According
to an addendum to the Final
Project Impact Report (FPIR)
filed earlier this summer, the
reasoning is that when the
project was first proposed to
the Planning Department in
2021, the city required afford-
able units because it was not
zoning compliant.

The project is now zoning
compliant by getting rid of
several at-grade housing units
and other minor adjustments,
and since the city did not re-
quire affordable units for as-
of-right projects, it shouldn’t
have to provide them now,
even though the current city
law is that projects nine units
or above must comply with
the IDP.

The project plan has also
removed several other com-

munity benefits since then, in-
cluding a bus shelter for a
nearby MBTA station, public
access to Crane Ledge Look-
out through the property, as
well as a nature path.

Holmes, whose district en-
compasses the site, said these
reductions in the project have
made him reconsider his sup-
port of it.

“That last slide on commu-
nity benefits, it’s pretty much
offensive to me,” he said. “I’m
not understanding why. The
last time I sat down with folks,
all of the things that you had

taken away were the things I
had been advocating for. So
can you walk me through why
there is no longer a nature trail,
why there is no longer a look-
out, why there is no longer af-
fordable housing, and why
there is no longer improve-
ments at the bus stop. Those
seem to be all the things that I
said were must-haves for me
in my conversations with Ju-
bilee through the years. Can
you walk me through what
happened?”

Willow representative John
Noone said the development

team's reasoning was simple.
“Basically, it’s been five

years of delay,” he said. “It’s
cost this site tens of millions
of dollars and has made it, at
this point, marginally feasible
to build. It is now also under
the jurisdiction of the land
court, as we did everything we
reasonably could, to get 270
units approved at land court,
with affordable housing, with
the nature trail, with the bus
stop and that project was not
approved. It was pushed back

RRRRResidents and ofesidents and ofesidents and ofesidents and ofesidents and offfffficials come outicials come outicials come outicials come outicials come out
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because it’s obvious that there is a constituency that wants this
to remain as open space, which they have every right to do. But
it is private property and we are going to propose development
of it. I guess five years of delay has cost a lot of those public
benefits.”

Holmes said he would have trouble supporting the project
now, as the only public benefit that wouldn’t be happening with-
out the project – those being things like providing housing and
construction jobs – is the installation of a new traffic light at
the entrance of the building, as prescribed by the Boston Trans-
portation Department.

“This seems punitive,” he said. “It’s going to be very tough
for me to go back and say everything that you and I talked about
five years ago, and you’re literally delivering nothing on the
community benefits page other than the thing that has to be
done because we need to get 204 cars in and out of the lot. The
traffic light. I haven’t been following the day-to-day, but to lose
everything I thought you, I and the church had agreed to, it’s
disappointing. I want my bus stop improved, I want affordable
units, I want the lookout, and I want the nature trail.”

 Carpenters Union Council Representative Ceasar Rijo said
his organization, the North Atlantic States Regional Council of
Carpenters, is opposed to the project.

“On behalf of all carpenter unions and their families in the
City of Boston, we’re completely opposed to this project,” he
said. “The carpenters union is 100 percent opposed to this
project.”

Also somewhat unusual, Boston Planning and Development
Agency (BPDA) Board Chair and Mattapan resident Priscilla
Rojas spoke during the meeting, saying the Board keeps up on
residents’ comments.

“I’ve been observing yesterday’s meeting and today’s meet-
ing and these videos are being recorded and will be shared with
our Board members,” she said. “I just want to make sure that
you know that you have been heard, you are being heard, and
just thank you, from the bottom of my heart, as your neighbor,
for all the time and dedication and the commitment that you
have demonstrated to the city, your community and all of our
residents.”

There were no residents speaking in favor of the project.
CLWC member Jose Massó said he was concerned about how
the project would change the topography of the region and pos-
sibly endanger his property, which sits just below the Crane
Ledge Lookout.

“I don’t want to lose sleep when the demolitions occur and
somewhere in the future, one of the rocks or stones in the ledge
behind me starts shifting and moving and causes not a mudslide
but a rock slide, where all that Crane Outlook we speak of is on
my home,” he said. “No matter how much insurance you have
with the city, the nightmare is that I will be gone and my chil-
dren will be fighting you tooth and nail for years, for years, to
receive the compensation for the loss of their parents and the
property.”

Massó became audibly emotional at this point.
“How will you replace the lives of people who will be af-

fected by, and God forbid, I pray we don’t get there my friends
and I pray we land at that sweet spot where we don’t even have
to address this, but to think that my neighbors or myself could
be a victim of rock slides years from now that you will say had
nothing to do with demolition, and nothing to do with blasting
because you were 300 feet away or whatever, that my friends,
and pardon my English, that is what we call bullshit,” he said.
“I just want you to think when you sleep tonight, is it worth it,
a small minimum of profit, over people, safety, environment,
and our future. Is it worth it? Ask yourself that question.”

Boston Planning Project Manager Sarah Peck said the pro-
posal is tentatively set for the BPDA Board to vote on Sept. 18.
Go to https://www.bostonplans.org/news-calendar/calendar to
keep an eye out for it, as the agenda will be released two days
before the actual meeting.

990 American Legion
continued from page 3

Maybe it was an act of
kindness, or maybe it was
just apathy.

  Having deplaned from
JetBlue at Terminal C at Lo-
gan Airport on a late week-
day afternoon, my wife,
daughter and I were outside
awaiting a ride.  Not my fa-
vorite terminal to arrive at the
few times I do fly these days.
Terminal C has a pick-up area
of 3 main loops.  The inner-
most one is  reserved for
buses and taxis; the two outer
loops are for cars.   The
middle one—the larger of the
remaining two—is four lanes
wide, while the outermost
one is relatively narrow.

  Only one of the four
lanes in this second loop was
unclogged, allowing for traf-
fic to pass.  Motorists were
live-parked in the other three
lanes for their passengers,
waiting and waiting and wait-
ing, and thereby significantly
clogging all area traffic.

  In decades past, the State
Police were criticized for be-
ing too hasty in demanding
that motorists waiting for
their passengers exiting the

terminal  did not l ive-
park.  Then along came this
wonderful  breakthrough
called the “cell  phone
lots.”  Here, waiting relatives
and friends could temporarily
park free while they waited
for their  loved ones to
deplane and exit the termi-
nals; the proliferation of cell
phones made this a pleasant
experience for motorists as
well as for the police:  there
were fewer cars idling for
long periods of time outside

the terminals, nor were they
merely circling and thus add-
ing to congestion.

  But, back to the other
day.  The obnoxious clogging
of cars at Terminal C resulted
from a combination of two
events:  long-waiting motor-
ists eschewed the idea of uti-
lizing cell lots and the reluc-
tance of the State Police to
demand that  such cars
leave.  The mixture of these
two attitudes resulted in a
horrible automobile snarl,
with even buses and taxis
somewhat blocked from ac-
cessing their inner loop.  

When one of my daugh-
ters approached a State Po-
lice cop about his reluctance
to demand the long-waiting
cars to depart and hence free
up the terrible clogging, his
gruff answer avoided the is-
sue.

  You be the judge:  are the
State Police trying to im-
prove the public’s perception
of them as kind-hearted Of-
ficers Friendly after  the
Karen Read fiasco?   If so, it
might be back-firing with
some of us.

FRANKLIN PARK DEFENDER
To the Editor:
As neighbors, we should be able to disagree

about the future of Franklin Park without re-
sorting to name-calling and talk of ‘misinfor-
mation.’ Since the plan to turn White Stadium
into a professional soccer complex was first an-
nounced, many residents have raised valid ques-
tions about the privatization of our public park
and the project’s negative impacts on transpor-
tation and quality of life for surrounding neigh-
borhoods. It’s not ‘sabotage’ to keep question-
ing a proposal that would evict BPS football
teams from their home field and still lacks full
financing or a reasonable game-day transporta-

tion plan – especially as the project’s taxpayer
cost keeps rising.

Personally, I’m grateful that the Emerald
Necklace Conservancy has responded to resi-
dents’ concerns and advocated for a fully-pub-
lic stadium alternative, rather than rolling over
in the face of political pressure. Neighbors
around Franklin Park couldn’t afford to file a
lawsuit to enforce state environmental laws, or
hire architects to design a fully-public alterna-
tive, on our own. Thank you to ENC for stand-
ing with residents to protect our park for future
generations.

Pamela Jones
Mattapan

BPL facing federal funding cuts
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The Boston Public Library
(BPL), the first large free mu-
nicipal library in the United
States, does not ban books and
remains committed to offering
community members a diverse
range of free, accessible knowl-
edge—despite facing chal-
lenges from the Trump admin-
istration.

Libraries across the nation,
including BPL, are feeling the
impacts of federal funding cuts.
Free online newspaper ar-
chives, career and test prep
courses, science databases, le-
gal forms and more were dis-
continued by the Massachusetts
Board of Library Commission-
ers (MBLC) last July. These

database cuts affected all librar-
ies across MA.

In an executive order last
March, President Trump aimed
to eliminate the Institute of
Museum and Library Services
(IMLS). The IMLS provides
money to state library agencies
(such as the MBLC) who dis-
tribute the funds to local
schools and public libraries. In
June, a federal judge declined
to block the Trump
administration’s plan to dis-
mantle the IMLS.

In FY2025, the MBLC re-
ceived $3.6 million from IMLS;
$2.2 million of that went to
funding databases for students
and library patrons.

As of July 1, the MBLC
made the difficult decision to
scale back its statewide re-

search database offerings, dis-
continuing resources such as
the Boston Globe Archive,
Britannica Moderna,
HeritageQuest Online,
Peterson’s Career and Test
Prep, Transparent Language
Online and several Gale prod-
ucts.

“These databases are criti-
cal tools for academic success
and lifelong learning, providing
reliable, vetted information that
supports everyone from K–12
students to professional re-
searchers. Their loss creates
real gaps in equitable access to
trusted information,” stated
Bailey Watroba, a Senior Pub-
lic Relations Associate for
BPL, who added that schools
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Lens Arthur Joseph
death spurs changes

The City Council met with a panel of representatives from the Boston Public Schools Transportation Depart-
ment and its bus contractor, Transdev.                                                                                         COURTESY PHOTO
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On Monday, April 28 of this
year, Hyde Park resident Lens
Arthur Joseph was struck and
killed by a Boston Public Schools
(BPS) bus on Washington Street
in Hyde Park.

Joseph was five years old.
While an investigation into

the incident is currently under-
way with the Suffolk County
District Attorney’s Office and the
Boston Police Department, the
city has received a complete in-
dependent report from Mintz At-
torney Natashia Tidwell on
safety policies and performance
of the BPS Transportation De-
partment and its contractor,
Transdev.

Wu stated last week that the
city will be adopting many of the
recommendations from the re-
port in a press conference and
press release – https://
tinyurl.com/y7ppsskt

“On behalf of the entire City
and BPS, I want to express my
profound condolences to Lens’s
family, friends, and everyone
who loved him. There are no
words that can capture the pain
of losing a child. We are deter-
mined to make sure that a trag-
edy like this never happens

again,” Wu stated in the release.
“I want to thank Attorney Tidwell
and her team for their diligent
work over these past three
months. The City and BPS have
reviewed the final report, and we
will be adopting all of the report’s
recommendations to strengthen
our system to ensure the safety
of every child who begins and
ends their day on a BPS school
bus.”

For the full report, go to
https://tinyurl.com/44e25amn

Among the recommendations
and changes to policy, BPS is in-
creasing oversight and auditing
of Transdev’s licensing and com-
pliance functions, a sticking point
for members of the Boston City
Council. This means the BPS
will actually be looking at bus
driver certifications, as well as re-
quiring Transdev to keep an up-
dated roster of drivers and their
credentials. BPS is also now re-
quiring more safety trainers for
Transdev.

After the fatal incident itself,
Transdev has agreed to a daily
meeting with BPS to review “all
accidents or safety incidents” of
the prior day. BPS will now be
attending all meetings of the
Transdev Review Committee,
and Transdev stated it will have
implemented new training re-

quirements for all drivers if and
when an accident occurs.

The bus driver, Jean Charles,
had an expired bus driver certifi-
cation. He had also allegedly
tried to flee the scene and had
struck two other vehicles in
Mattapan just before the crash.

Tidwell also went before the
Boston City Council on Thurs-
day following the release of the
report, along with representatives
from the BPS Transportation De-
partment and Transdev.

Key highlights of the four-
hour meeting include Tidwell’s
report that Transdev had issues

with record-keeping and incon-
sistencies.

“As you see from our report,
we made four observations: One,
Transdev fails to maintain re-
sponsible record-keeping prac-
tices; two, Transdev’s driver
training files are incomplete and
unreliable; three Transdev lacks
reliable, data-driven evidence of
the impact of its training and
coaching programs on accident
reduction; and four, neither
Transdev nor BPS has imple-
mented meaningful or sustained
auditing or oversight mecha-
nisms,” she said.

City Councilors were ada-
mant that this should not have
happened.  District 2 City Coun-
cilor Ed Flynn asked BPS Trans-
portation Director Daniel
Rosengard if the BPS does back-
ground checks independent of
Transdev. Rosengard said it
check’s Transdev’s information,
but does not itself look into each
bus driver.

Flynn also asked about how
regularly background checks for
criminal and transportation vio-
lations of drivers take place.
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Labor Day Rally continued from page 1

ing is part of the billionaires’
strategy,” she said. “Unions are
on the front lines not only fight-
ing for better wages and work-
ing conditions not just for union
members, but for all. The current
federal administration has aban-
doned the working people and
unions; cutting projects and fund-
ing that are causing Americans
to lose their jobs and livelihoods
and enacting policies that are ac-
celerating inequality.”

Tang said the federal admin-
istration is eating away at work-
ers’ protections and rights.

“Over 37,000 manufacturing
jobs have been lost since tariffs
were raised three months ago and
Americans are paying for them.
Federal minimum wages are on
the chopping block and loosen-
ing of workplace safety regula-
tions are putting workers at risk.
The National Labor Relations
Board has frozen their ability to
protect employees and enforce
labor laws. And the greatest
union busting move in history,
they have ended collective bar-
gaining rights for more than one
million federal workers and
counting.”

Congresswoman Ayanna
Pressley said she was reminded
of a similar march more than half
a century ago.

“Every year at this time, I
can’t help but to think about how
we mark the  anniversary of the
March on Washington for Jobs
and Freedom,” she said, “led by
Dr. King and so many of our civil
rights leaders to affirm that work-
ers’ rights are human rights. This
is the 62nd anniversary doing the
work of marching and organiz-
ing and agitating for racial, so-
cial and economic justice. The
great civil rights leader Dorothy
Height said, ‘If the times are not
ripe, you have to ripen them.’
And that is what you need move-
ments for.”

Massachusetts AFL-CIO
President Chrissy Lynch said
Labor Day is the annual reminder
that the working class is the back-
bone of America.

“Not the billionaire class!”
she said. “This is a day where we
recommit ourselves to an
economy that actually works for
the working class, because right
now our economy and our laws
are rigged to favor the billionaire,
corporate executive class. But it’s
only the working class united that
has the power to enact laws and
policies that grow the middle
class, increase wages, ensure
quality healthcare, retirement se-
curity and damn it, we want raises
too!”

Tang’s numbers on manufac-
turing jobs came from the Joint
Economic Committee of Con-
gress – https://tinyurl.com/
2p9jwktf

Lynch said that in the 20th
century, when union leaders
fought for eight-hour workdays,
the businesses at the time fought
them.

“Now we say we want safe-
guards from A.I. taking our jobs
and our privacy and data. And the
robber barons of today, the tech
giants say, ‘no way,’” she said.
“But throughout history, through
collective power and the sacrifice
of millions of working people it
has led to standards that created
the middle class, including our
right to a union. And the rights we
celebrate every Labor Day are
being ripped up by a federal gov-
ernment that is hostile to unions
and the working class in a way
we have never seen before.”

Massachusetts Nurses Union
President Kate Murphy said she
felt the current administration’s
policies were cutting off vital re-
search and caregivers when they
are needed most.

“This lawless regime’s poli-
cies are affecting every single one
of us,” she said. “We are talking
workers from our highest research
institutions to our newest citizens
who are coming in and providing
hands-on care that we need to take
care of all of our patients.”

Residents Monique and Rob
said they came out because they
felt it was important to stand up
to what they saw as injustice from

the federal government.
“We came to manifest and

demonstrate with other people our
discontent of the state of the
union,” said Monique.

“We’ve just got to show that
not everybody agrees with this
administration,” Rob said.

Residents Barbara Liepmann
and Mary Shepherd said they
came out because they felt the
U.S. was not moving in the right
direction, and said they were
amazed at the turnout.

“I just think the country’s in a
dark place right now and unions
are the only thing that can help
take us out of it,” Shepherd said.

Residents Brianna Brady and
Hakeem Mush said they came out
to support their children, who
were dancing in the parade.

“The girls were invited to
dance and so we wanted to come
out and support them,” Brady
said. “It’s way bigger than we ex-
pected, and everybody’s just re-
ally supportive.”

“I wasn’t expecting the whole
street to be full,” Mush said, ges-
turing to Park Street.

Resident Kate Merritt-
O’Toole came out dressed as a
South Park version of United
States Secretary of Homeland
Security. Merritt-O’Toole was
dressed in a South Park mask,
along with a cadre of stuffed dogs
that had apparently been painted
to appear to have been shot, play-
ing on United States Secretary of
Homeland Security Kristi
Noem’s apparent proud admis-
sion of putting down a 14-month-
old dog in her biographical book.

“We’re here to bring laugh-
ter, jocularity and poke fun at a
dictator,” she said. “It helps to
erode their power base, and other
people will pick up on it and
come to these events and see
these parades across the country.
The other part is the kids, they
laugh and they enjoy it; it’s a little
over the top but smiling is so
good for your soul. It raises your
endorphins and gives you spirit
and hope. And that’s what we’re
here for.”

Social Security Benefits
for My Minor Children

 This article is intended for information purposes only and does not
represent legal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and in-
terpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration or any other governmental entity. To sub-
mit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/social-
security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor
AMAC Certified Social

Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I will be 62 in
2024 and am considering
starting benefits at that time. I
will have two children under
the age of 18. One of them will
be 10 and the other 15. Will
they be able to draw benefits
in addition to my benefits?

Signed: Father of Two

Dear Father of Two: Yes,
if you claim your Social
Security retirement benefits at
62, your minor children will be
able to get benefits from you
until they are 18 years old (or
up to 19 if still in high school).
You will likely be designated
as Representative Payee for
those benefits and will be
obligated to use them only for
your children’s behalf (which
could include simply saving
the money for their future). But
there’s more to consider.

Normally, a minor child is
eligible for 50% of the parent’s
full retirement age (FRA)
entitlement (even if you claim
at 62), but Social Security’s
Family Maximum will likely
restrict each child’s benefit to
make it less than 50%. Then,
once the 15 year old ages-out
of eligibility at 18 (or 19), the
younger child’s benefit will
increase to the full 50% of your
FRA amount. That is - unless
you are married and your wife
will also be collecting a
spousal benefit on your record.
In that case the Family
Maximum will limit payments
for all of the dependents
receiving payments based on
your SS record (both your
children and your wife).
Generally, the Family
Maximum is between 150%
and 188% of your FRA
entitlement, from which your
own FRA entitlement is
subtracted, leaving 50% to
88% of the Family Maximum
for your dependents.

It's important to remember
that by claiming your own SS
retirement benefit at age 62
your monthly payment will be
cut by 30% (you’ll get 70% of
your FRA entitlement), and
that is a permanent reduction.
So, you may wish to evaluate
whether the money your
children will get until they are
18 will offset the lifetime
reduction to your own benefit
payment. Your life expectancy
is important when making that
decision, and if you wish to

estimate your potential
longevity I suggest using this
tool: https://
socialsecurityreport.org/tools/
life-expectancy-calculator/.

It’s also important to
remember that claiming
benefits before your full
retirement age will mean that,
if you work, you’ll be subject
to Social Security’s “earnings
test” which limits how much
you can earn before some of
your benefits are taken away.
The earnings limit changes
annually (it’s $21,240 for
2023) and, if the limit is
exceeded, SS will withhold $1
in benefits for every $2 you
are over the limit. They will
withhold future benefits to
recover anything you owe for
exceeding the earnings limit
and, if your benefits are
withheld for this reason, your
dependents’ benefits will also
be withheld for those same
months. So, your plans for
working should be weighed
carefully in deciding whether
to claim your Social Security
benefits early.

To summarize: If you
won’t work full time after age
62 and you’re comfortable
with 70% of your FRA benefit
entitlement for the rest of your
life, then claiming at 62 will
also entitle your children (and
possibly your wife) to
dependent benefits (restricted
by the Family Maximum).
But, if you continue to work
full time, Social Security’s
earnings test will likely mean
neither you nor your
dependents can receive full
Social Security benefits at this
time. And for clarity, the
earnings limit no longer
applies after you reach your
full retirement age.

Lens Arthur Joseph continued from page 5
Transdev Senior Vice President
Paul O’Brien said this happens
every year with the renewal of
every driver’s school bus driver
certification. He added that now,
reminders for renewal are posted
to drivers 90 days and 60 days
prior to them starting driving for
the year, and added that without
both digital and paper verification
of that certification, they will not
be allowed to drive.

City Council Ruthzee
Louijeune asked how many em-
ployees and contracts with other
cities does Transdev have, and
Chief Operating Officer of
Transdev – whose employee page
on Trandev’s website states that
she has a background in military
intelligence and served in Desert
Storm – said they have over
30,000 employees in the United

States. According to Wikipedia,
the French-owned company has
an operating revenue of  •7.707
billion as of 2022. She also asked
about other vendors BPS could
look at, but Rosengard said the last
contract that went out in 2023, no
other bidders responded for the
contract.

Louijeune asked about a re-
cent report concerning the city
perhaps bringing busing in house
to the BPS and what that might
look like. This was started because
a collective bargaining agreement
between the Bus Drivers Union
and the City of Boston has de-
cades-old provisions of disciplin-
ary policies. Basically, the agree-
ment has a three-strike rule for
incidents, but the incidents are re-
moved from consideration after
13 months. Transdev’s national

policies have a longer retention of
such incidents at 24 months

Bringing transportation in
house was found to be “infea-
sible” according to the study.
Rosengard said the study con-
cluded before he started at BPS,
but said the contract would still
apply even if the city took over
operations.

Rosengard said they will work
to implement all recommenda-
tions from the report as soon as
possible.

“We have to do everything we
can,” he said. “We started this
work immediately after April 28,
and have already implemented a
number of different things. Based
on the final report we received
yesterday, we have to establish
very clear implementation plans
and timelines for each of these.”
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Library Budget Cuts
continued from page 4

account for 60 percent of the database usage.
The BPL’s operating budget is supported primarily by the

City of Boston, with additional support from the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, federal sources administered
through the MBLC and MLS, and private support from the
Boston Public Library Fund and other grants. Even though
the BPL system does not directly receive large portions of its
budget from federal sources, it is still significantly affected
by statewide services from the MBLC and the Massachusetts
Library System (MLS).

“Federal sources represent a very small portion of our over-
all budget, but they have an outsized impact because they
fund statewide services shared across every public library sys-
tem,” Watroba explained.

The MBLC and MLS previously used federal IMLS fund-
ing to provide research databases, eBooks, the Commonwealth
Catalog and other shared resources to residents across the Com-
monwealth. Funding for e-books in MA libraries has been cut
from $1 million to $500,000, which will now be fully funded by
the state budget. Library patrons in MA borrowed nearly two
million eBooks and audiobooks last year. These funding cuts
could lead to fewer available titles and longer wait times. Li-
brary eBooks can reach new audiences, especially younger read-
ers who prefer digital items.

There is currently a bill before the Massachusetts State House
that would create a commission to study e-book pricing. Pub-
lishers often charge libraries high prices for digital titles. Re-
strictive rental agreements, high costs and expiration limits strain
e-book budgets for libraries.

Fortunately, BPL has not canceled any programs at local
branches, including the Roslindale, West Roxbury, Hyde Park,
Honan-Allston, Brighton and Jamaica Plain branches.

“At the Brighton Branch, we know how important it is for
our community to have and maintain access to these resources.
While BPL continues to provide strong local programs and col-
lections, we’re paying close attention to how our patrons are
affected and how best we can support them moving forward,”
stated Allie Hahn, the Children’s Librarian at the Brighton
Branch.

The BPL system includes a central library (the iconic library
located in Copley Square), 25 branches, a business library,
digital content, and more. To learn more about the digi-
tal content BPL has to offer, visit bpl.org/stream-and-
download/.

iáÅK=@NQTTPP

Porchfest will not have a rain date this year and hosts are preparing for the weather with covered spaces.
COURTESY PHOTO

10th annual Rozzie
Porch Fest coming up

The 10th annual Roslindale
Porch Fest is set for Saturday,
Sept. 13, with more than 100
bands and 60 locations through-
out Roslindale.

Organizer Terry Kitchen said
they will have a variety of mu-
sicians this year throughout the
neighborhood, including jazz,
bluegrass, garage and more. The
music will start at 1 p.m. and go
until 6 p.m., and likely a little
later.

Kitchen said he is happy to
have been part of the Roslindale
tradition since 2015.

“It’s really exciting, I mean I
was one of the people who was
lucky enough to be involved
with the very first Porch Fest
with Glenn Williams of the
Roslindale Arts Alliance and
Andy Hollinger. And so it’s been
great to see Porch Fest evolve
over those years. We’ve seen a

One night only!One night only!One night only!One night only!One night only!
lot of people around Roslindale
with their Porch Fest T-shirts,
which is very exciting and
people are always asking,
‘What’s the date this year?’
‘Where can I play?’ and ‘I
hosted last year, and I loved it.’
It’s just so fun to be a part of.”

Kitchen said one thing that’s
changed is a lot of the financing
and fundraising is now managed
by the Roslindale Village Main
Street local business organiza-
tion.

“Roslindale Village Main
Street has become our fiscal
sponsor and on the business end
and keeping track of donations,
they’re extremely helpful keep-
ing us going organizationally,”
he said.

Another big change is that
there will be no rain dates, so
all performances are only on
Sept. 13 with no repeats. How-
ever, Kitchen said if the weather
looks bad, patrons will have at
least some ways to stay dry.

“This is the first year we’re
not having a rain date,” he said.
“We’ve had so much confusion
on holding two dates, between
the performers and the hosts,
and if we do go to the rain date,
so many people are not avail-
able. So we’ve just decided
we’re going to do it rain or shine
and most of our hosts have com-
mitted to to have covers for the
performers on their porch or
have a tent or in their garage. It’s
not an obligation for hosts how-
ever.”

Kitchen said several busi-
nesses in Roslindale Square are
hosting after-parties and live
music as a nightcap for the day.

“Square Root, for example,
and several other businesses will
be hosting after-parties as a cel-

ebration of Porch Fest,” he said.
“Sort of like the ending ceremo-
nies for the Olympics, where
everybody gets together and just
says, ‘Man, that was cool.’ We’ll
have some great bands there as
well.”

If you’re not sure of which
bands you’d like to see or just
want to wander, Kitchen said
you can download the
Roslindale Porch Fest App on
Apple or Android.

“We also have a Porch Fest
App people can download to get
day-off information on their
phone,” he said. “So if you’re
walking in Roslindale, you can
just look on your phone to see
what acts are around you. And
so we encourage people to
download the app in addition to

picking up a physical map at the
Roslindale Farmers Market.”

Kitchen said he is hosting
and performing this year. The
event is always looking for
sponsorships as well, and there
are also volunteer opportunities
for publicity, street team, and
logistics. For more information
visit roslindalePorch Fest.org or
email hello@roslindalePorch
Fest.org.

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm

Edward T.
1908-1987

CANNIFF

24"

36"

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 9

Around the Neighborhood
3RD ANNUAL FASHION IN THE PARK

   Join us for the 3rd Annual Fashion In The
Park! Presented by Save Our Streets-Boston.

A FREE, family-friendly celebration of style,
creativity, and community—right in the heart of
Roslindale!  LIVE Runway Show featuring local
designers & models.  Performances by talented
local artists.  Art installations, vendors, music &
more!

 Date: Sunday, September 7, 2025,  Time:
12:00 PM – 5:00 PM,  Location: Adams Park –
4225 Washington St, Roslindale, MA.  

 Want to be part of the magic? We’re still ac-
cepting designers, models, vendors & artists!
Visit sos617.org or email info@sos617.org to join
the lineup. Let’s uplift local talent and celebrate
Boston’s vibrant creative scene!

WRCIA MEETING RESCHEDULED
The next meeting of the West Roxbury Civic

and Improvement Association will be next month,
Tuesday, October 14 at the St Stephen Church at
5160 Washington Street beginning at 7:00PM.

We have cancelled the September 9 meeting
due to the conflict that it is also election day in
Boston.

WEST ROXBURY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY PRESENTS CHIEF KEELEY

The West Roxbury Historical Society presents
Fire Fighter Chief Dennis Keeley who will dis-
cuss his experiences with the Boston Bombing and
9/11, among others. Free and open to the Public
at the West Roxbury Branch Library. Questions?
Comments?  sandraserkess17@gmail.com

DEDHAM FARMERS MARKET
 Wednesdays through October 29th. Local &

Homemade Produce, specialty foods, artisans &
gifts. First Church Green, 670 High Street,
Dedham. www.dedhamfarmersmartket.org

MENINO ARTS CENTER ANNOUNCES
“36TH HPAA MEMBERS AT SCOLLAY
SQUARE”

  The Menino Arts Center proudly
announces “36th Annual HPAA Members at
Scollay Square,” a juried exhibition which runs
thru October 24th.  The exhibition will be view-
able both in person at the Scollay Square Gallery,
Boston City Hall and in a virtual 3D gallery that
you can stroll through at http://www.hpaa-
mac.org/exhibits/. There will be an in-person re-
ception on Thursday, September 4, 3 – 4:30 pm
with awards presented by Mayor Wu, State Rep-
resentative Rob Consalvo, and Hyde Park Coun-

cilor Enrique Pepen.
  This exhibition will be installed at the

Menino Arts Center, 26 Central Ave, Hyde Park,
MA. from November 10, 2025 – January 9, 2026.
The reception is TBA.

  Gallery hours at Scollay Square are during
regular business hours, Monday – Friday, 9 am
– 5 pm. Gallery hours at the MAC are Wednes-
days, 1 – 4 pm; and Thursdays and Fridays, 10
am – 4 pm.

The exhibition features 47 Hyde Park Art As-
sociation Members’ artworks and is curated by
Mariana Rey of Boston City Hall Galleries and
Sasja Lucas of the Menino Arts Center (https://
www.sasjalucas.com).

SUPPORT OUR AMAZON REGISTRY!
Please consider supporting our registry to

keep Our Food Pantry Going.
At New Beginnings Reentry Services, our

food pantry serves both community members in
need and individuals returning home from con-
finement. A stocked pantry means no one has to
worry about where their next meal is coming
from as they work toward stability and a fresh
start.

You can help by purchasing essential non-
perishable items directly through our Amazon
Registry, every contribution makes an immedi-
ate impact.

Check out our registry and make your dona-
tion today: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/L99YSW79S3L0?ref_=list_d_wl_lfu_nav_3

Thank you for standing with us as we sup-
port our neighbors and those rebuilding their
lives. Together, we’re nourishing hope and build-
ing stronger community!

LESBIANS & FRIENDS
LGBTQIA+ DANCE OCTOBER 25TH

Please join us and help to spread the word
about our 28th Annual Lesbians & Friends
LGBTQIA+ Dance – Halloween Bash for a
Cause on Saturday, October 25th at Club Café
in Boston.  Help Massachusetts Breast Cancer
Coalition (MBCC) raise the funds needed to con-
tinue and expand our programs to prevent breast
cancer.

Tickets are available now at mbcc.org/dance
We rely on our friends and generous support-

ers to help us to promote this event. 
Funds raised support MBCC’s mission to pre-

vent environmental causes of breast cancer
through community education, research advo-
cacy, and changes to public policy. Thank you
so much for your support!

BUGBEE

George Julian, Jr., age 91, of
West Roxbury, Massachusetts,
passed away on August 24, 2025.
Born in Indianapolis, Indiana, and
raised in Terre Haute, Indiana,
George was the son of the late
George Julian Bugbee Sr. and
Gladys Muriel (Woodburn)
Bugbee. He was preceded in death
by his sister, Barbara Belle Shelton,
and his beloved wife, Virginia
Marie (D’Alessio). A proud gradu-
ate of Garfield High School in

1952, George answered the call of
duty by serving in the United States
Navy from 1952 to 1956. He was
stationed aboard the aircraft carrier
U.S.S. Ticonderoga (CVA-14),
where he contributed as part of the
Fire Control team-a role that re-
flected his dedication, precision,
and teamwork. After his service,
George enjoyed a distinguished
career at GTE Corporation in
Needham, Massachusetts, retiring
in 1991 after more than 30 years.
Those who worked with him re-
member his reliability, profession-
alism, and quiet sense of humor.
George’s greatest pride was his
family. He was the devoted father
of Deborah DeCarlo and her hus-
band David of Wayland, Diane
Hurley and her husband James of
Wrentham, David Bugbee and his
late wife Nancy of Groton, and
Donald Bugbee and his wife
Leanne of Medway. He was a lov-
ing grandfather to 11 grandchildren
and a cherished great-grandfather
to eight. Family gatherings, stories,
and laughter were the moments he
treasured most. George will be re-
membered not only for his service
and career but also for his kindness,
his gentle wisdom, and the love he

poured into his family. He leaves
behind a legacy of dedication, in-
tegrity, and warmth that will be car-
ried forward by those who knew
and loved him. Funeral from the
William J. Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment St. Joseph
Cemetery. For guestbook, please
visit gormleyfuneral.com.

CLINTON

Anne M., of Jamaica Plain, for-
merly of Roslindale, passed away
peacefully on August 28, 2025 at
the age of 87, leaving behind a

legacy defined by her sharp sense
of humor, steadfast faith, uncondi-
tional love and an unmatched love
of card games. Born to William and
Mary Christopher on May 24,
1938. Devoted wife of the late Ri-
chard “Dick” Clinton. Loving
mother of Kevin and his late wife
Eileen (McGonagle) of
Bellingham, Barbara Clinton and
John Spink of Middleboro, Mary
Doucette and her partner Stef of
Marlboro, Janet and her late hus-
band Robert Gillis of Nashua, NH,
Anne Houton of Mansfield,
Patricia Murray of Northboro,
Stephen Clinton of Millbury,
Charles F. Clinton and his fiancée
Kellie-Ann Yout of North
Attleboro, Edward and Heidi
Clinton of Roslindale, Cynthia
Clinton of Roslindale, Dianne and
Joseph Brown of Plainville, Will-
iam Clinton of Northboro, John P.
Clinton and his partner Karina of
Warwick, RI, and Eileen and Jim
Obara of Upton. Adored “Nani” to
33 grandchildren and 9 great-
grandchildren. Sister of Arthur
Christopher of Moultonborough,
NH, Mary Welch of Brockton, and
the late William “Bud” Christopher,
Rita McCarthy and Elaine Francis.
Also survived by many nieces and
nephews. Anne was the proud
mother of fourteen children and
somehow managed to raise each of
them with laughter, patience and re-
silience. Life wasn’t always easy,

especially after the loss of her be-
loved husband, Richard “Dick”
Clinton, who passed away in 1984
at just 46. Anne was 45 at the time.
She was the heart and soul of the
family, holding everything together
with determination, fierce love, and
unshakable faith. After Dick’s pass-
ing, Anne courageously carried on,
taking a part-time job at Brigham
and Women’s Hospital. She
worked there for over a decade – a
testament to her strong work ethic
and perseverance. In addition to her
work at the hospital, Anne served
at the polling booths at Philbrick
Elementary School in Roslindale,
always staying engaged in her com-
munity. Anne was talented with a
needle and thread, known for her
ability to hem any skirt or pants just
right – often extending an outfit’s
life by five years or more. She en-
joyed taking the “T” into Boston to
shop or attend Mass. She loved
reading and never missed a chance
to play Rummy 500, attend the
yearly Clinton Family Christmas
party, or shout out bingo numbers
(sometimes with her unmistakably
Irish “whisper”). She had a gift for
humor and a quick wit. Her favor-
ite sayings – “Don’t be so asinine,”
and “I said to the wall, wall?” – are
still fondly repeated by her children,
her 33 grandchildren and 9 great-

DEATHS
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Deaths continued from page 8

More inspectors are expected to cite landlords and homeowners for improper trash storage as a result of the
new Boston Rodent Action Plan being implemented this year.

COURTESY PHOTO

Several city departments
met with residents recently in
a virtual setting to review the
Boston Rodent Action Plan.

The meeting included dis-
cussions on what’s being done
now, what the city is looking to
do in the future and what resi-
dents want to see done.

The first issue that several
speakers brought up is that resi-
dents need to report rodent ac-
tivity to 311.

“If you see rats or have ro-
dent challenges, the best way to
deal with that is to report them
to 311,” said Boston Operations
Coordinator Luke Hines. “The
city has a response rate of 24-
to-48 hours, and so once you
document seeing rodent activ-
ity, the team will respond rap-
idly.”

Inspectional Services De-
partment (ISD) Assistant Envi-
ronmental Services Commis-
sioner John Ulrich said he and

Rodent plan
coming together

his team of 14 inspectors re-
spond to these reports and try
to deal with them accordingly.
ISD is restricted to trapping ro-
dents on city-owned land. They
will ticket landowners who are
not keeping up their properties.

Ulrich has repeatedly said
throughout this Action Plan
process that curbing food
sources for rodents is the best
way to curb rodent populations.
While some of those strategies
have changed since the start of
the Action Plan process, a pro-
cess that started two years ago
and resulted in the Boston Ro-
dent Action Plan – https://
tinyurl.com/5ewefusb – the
goal of reducing waste and food
sources for pests is still the
major aim, just some method-
ology and focus has shifted a
bit.

One big change that came
out of that process, Ulrich said,
is a recommendation from Dr.
Robert Corrigan. The city put
down rodent sensors to keep an
eye on hot spots and rodent
populations.

“The goal of the sensors is
to run truly integrated pest
management,” he said. “One
of the recommendations of the
report was to reduce our reli-
ance on rodenticide. Sensors
will allow us to target our miti-
gation efforts and allow us to
do that.”

Ulrich said more than 275
sensors have been purchased
and placed in city-owned ar-

eas like parks and public hous-
ing. He said the sensors allow
the city to monitor the effec-
tiveness of targeted interven-
tions and pilots so that the best
methods for each area can be
realized.

“We use 311 complaints, but
we know that complaints don’t
necessarily reflect rodent activ-
ity,” he said. “Currently, we’re
collecting baseline data to un-

derstand where the population
is right now. Then we will de-
ploy targeted interventions
which could include trash man-
agement, mitigation, or new
technologies like sewer traps,
compactors, containerization of
trash, level of service of trash,
things like that. And then we’re
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grandchildren. Nani will always be
a legend in their eyes and hearts.
Christmas held a special place in
Anne’s heart. She loved caroling,
the music, and most of all, being
surrounded by her children and
grandchildren. Those family gath-
erings brought her immense joy –
and still do for the family she
leaves behind. Relatives and
friends are kindly invited to Vis-
iting Hours at the William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre St. West Roxbury on
Thursday, September 4th from 2-
7pm. Funeral from the funeral
home on Friday, September 5th
at 9am followed by a Mass of
Christian Burial in Sacred Heart
Church, 169 Cummins Hwy
Roslindale, at 10am. Interment
Blue Hill Cemetery, Braintree.

DOHERTY

James E, age 79, passed away
peacefully on Friday, August 29,
2025. USN Vietnam veteran. Be-
loved son of the late Mary
(McMahon) and Charles Doherty
Sr. He was a long-time resident
of West Roxbury. You could catch
Jim out for his walks along Cen-
tre St., working in the yard or
chatting with his friend Paul
Dunn. Jim helped neighbors with
their lawns and was always avail-
able to lend a hand whenever

needed. Jim made sure he was
home in time to catch the Red Sox
and no one would call while the
game was on knowing he
wouldn’t answer. He loved hav-
ing his sisters visit for a cup of
tea with plenty of mints set aside.
He will be sorely missed. Loving
brother of Judith and Rich Walsh
of Canton, Karen and Tom Kelly
of North Attleboro, Denise and
late Buzz Foye of West Roxbury,
Maureen and Bill Mucciaccio of
Dedham, Kevin of West Roxbury,
and Michael and Cathy Doherty
of North Carolina, and the late
Charles Doherty and wife Joan,
Daniel Doherty and wife Joanne,
Marilyn, and Richard. Loving
Uncle to many nieces and neph-
ews. Relatives and friends are in-
vited to attend a time of visitation
on Thursday, September 4, 2025,
from 9-11:00 in the William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre St., West Roxbury A pri-
vate burial will take place at a later
date. In lieu of flowers, please
consider a contribution in
Jimmy’s memory to The Jimmy
Fund or MSPCA.

GRACIA
Robert Anthony of

Roslindale, MA, passed away on
July 22, 2025, at the age of 80.
This was after a difficult battle
with cancer and surrounded by
the love of his family. A beloved
friend, partner and father, Bob
leaves behind Carol Gracia, his
wife of 35 years. He also leaves
his son, Holbrook Gracia; James
Ricciato, Daniel Ricciato and
Shane Lawlor. Bob grew up in
Dartmouth, MA., and became a
true educator, with friends and
colleagues throughout the Boston
area. He did his undergraduate
work at Colby College and re-
ceived his Master’s degree and his
PhD from Boston College. Bob
worked closely with children in
Brookline, MA, who needed per-
sonal care to experience growth
that facilitated moving ahead edu-

cationally. He worked with these
children for 33 years. Bob also
worked with adults and taught in
a Master’s degree program at
UMass Boston. He celebrated
their achievements as well, dur-
ing their interactions with their
Master’s degree programs. Bob
was a person of deep kindness, a
passionate educator with pa-
tience, humor and a knack for
making complex concepts acces-
sible to all. Warmth and humor
made Bob a cherished friend. Bob
celebrated going out to sail every
chance that he could get! He was
a member of the Roslindale Con-
gregational Church. Bob will
have a Celebration of Life at the
United Parish of Auburndale, on
September 11, 2025, at 11:00
AM. In lieu of flowers, donations
can be made to the United Con-
gregational Church, UCC, 25
Cummins Highway, Roslindale,
MA.

ZEBRAK
David J., age 76, of Hyde

Park, MA, passed away on May
27, 2025, after a brief illness. He
was predeceased by his parents,
Joseph M. and Teresa M.
(Shaughnessy); and his brother,
Thomas. David is survived by his
brother, Joseph; and his sister,
Susan; as well as many nieces and
nephews. No Services will take
place, as David requested, but we
do appreciate your love and sup-
port during this difficult time. P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins George F.
Doherty & Sons West Roxbury
617 325 2000.

The Bulletin Newspaper
publishes obituaries from in-
formation supplied by fu-
neral homes. Relatives and
friends also may supplement
information by e-mailing to
news@bulletinnewspapers.com
by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos
also will be accepted.

Obituary policy
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Staff Reporter
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job desc & reqs at: https://
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measuring how those impacts the rodent population. What we’re
hoping for is a decrease so that we know these things can be
successful.”

Ulrich said ISD is rolling out other pilots, like adding new
litter baskets for public facilities, as well as installing new com-
pactors in areas like Frontage Road and Boston Housing Author-
ity (BHA) developments.

Ulrich said the Boston Water and Sewer Commission have
installed 21 sewer traps in the North End that have seen serious
results as well.

“In two weeks, we will be deploying a different kind of smart trap
in the Back Bay alleys as well,” he said.

And in public parks, Ulrich said new rodent-resistant containers
have seen marked results in terms of lowering rodent activity, at least
from what his team of inspectors has seen.

“Though we don’t have the data just yet, we have seen, based on
inspectors’ inspections and what they’re seeing in the field, that just
the reduction of food and access to food has reduced rodent activity in
the parks,” he said.

Containerization, or, probably more accurately, the lack thereof,
was a big topic during the public input part of the meeting. Several
residents of the more densely-populated areas that cannot accommo-
date trash containers said the current system isn’t working. For a start,
when residents start putting their trash out at 5 p.m. the day before
pickup, and just in a plastic bag, it becomes what many called a “Rat
Buffet.”

Boston Superintendent for Waste Reduction Dennis Roache and
Ulrich both said they are considering later deadlines for trash pickup
so that this buffet isn’t out on the street all night, but that might not be
feasible in all situations. Ulrich and Roache pointed to compost col-
lection programs, as well as the Project Oscar, to help reduce that
buffet. Project Oscar is a program of food scrap collection bins through-
out the city – https://tinyurl.com/6yw8pp9j – and both said getting
food waste out of the trash bags is a big step to reduce rodent activity.

Rodent Plan
continued from page 9
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