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lane demos
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The buildings at 15 Meehan St. and 14 Meehan St., which have been the subject of long meetings in Jamaica
Plain.
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Mayoral Candidate Josh Kraft took to West Roxbury on Monday to talk
with residents and business owners on the Centre Street Road Diet.
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District 6 City Councilor Ben Weber speaking during the last WRPBA meeting before summer break.
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WRBPA focuses
on fellowship

The community process is
one part of housing develop-
ment review Mayor Michelle
Wu seems unable to stream-
line, at least in Jamaica Plain.
Ground zero of that is tiny
Meehan Street as Jose Harnett
is quickly finding out with his
modest plans to add a third
apartment to 14 Meehan St.

The first Stonybrook
Neighborhood Association
(SNA) presentation was on
April 7 about converting a
ground-floor office to an apart-
ment with new windows and
doors; Harnett was asked to
return with better plans and
another Inspectional Services
Department (ISD) refusal let-
ter.

His second SNA presenta-
tion with attorney Lorene
Schettino on June 9 lasted over
90 minutes; it ended with a
seemingly exasperated chair
Alcurtis Clark calling a vote on

The Centre Street Road Diet discussion is not over, not if
Boston Mayoral Candidate Josh Kraft has anything to say about
it.

“I think, as I said, we want to do a deep study on the bike
lanes and where they have the most impacts, positive and nega-
tive, especially on small businesses,” he said when asked if he’d
remove the bike lanes on Centre Street. “Centre Street could be
one of the bike lanes we could remove. It’s the impact on busi-
nesses, and we would take the time to do detailed traffic studies
and detailed impact studies on small businesses, detailed com-
munity studies and figure out the best place for bike lanes that
are safe and efficient for everybody.”

Kraft said he believes taking a look at bike lanes will help to

a motion to defer the custom-
ary SNA vote until a special
meeting was held. That delay
vote passed 6 to 4. The reason
was not enough advance noti-
fication of the plans as Jenni-
fer Urhrane quickly pointed
out after Schettino finished her
brief presentation.

“Who were we supposed to
notify?” asked a seemingly be-
wildered Schettino. “This is no
fault of my client. He’s losing
money [with 14 Meehan] sit-
ting there. This will delay us
four months,” she said. “This
is an allowed [three-unit] use.”

Meehan Street seems to
have bad karma.

In 2019, Scott Dabney be-
gan his journey to convert 14
Meehan St., an old brick stable
used as an artist studio, into
two apartments and an office.

After going through the
usual SNA process and getting
Zoning Board of Appeal
(ZBA) approval over SNA op-
position (reasons cited were
removal of trees and lack of

parking) in June 2021, Dabney
let the project sit and finally
sold it to Harnett in January
2024 for $1.45 million.

The same arguments about
trees and parking by the same
two abutters, although parking
is onsite and trees will be
added not removed, have also
beset Harnett.

Harnett’s 14 Meehan St. is
a rerun of 15 Meehan Street
around the corner from Janus’s
laundromat.

Sitting vacant and crum-
bling after the owner passed
away, the two-family house
was bought by Pierre Joas in
November 2020, who pro-
posed adding a third flat-
roofed story to convert it into
a typical triple-decker.

Joas faced months of meet-
ings after first proposing his
plans to SNA in Nov 2021 –
SNA subcommittee, the full
SNA, the zoning subcommit-
tee of the Jamaica Plain Neigh-

The West Roxbury Business Professional Association (WRBPA)
held its last meeting before summer break in a cozy corner of the
Corrib on June 18.

Typical meetings are held in the morning featuring one or two
speakers who lecture and then take questions. According to some
members of the WRBPA, President Jim Hennigan has in the past
offered members the opportunity to introduce themselves and state
their concerns, but that had apparently led to an unbalanced meet-
ing with vocal members dominating time. Hennigan took over the
role of president from the late Mary Mulvey Jacobson, a vibrant
volunteer in the community and close friend of Hennigan’s in 2017
after her passing. Two of her sisters, Helen and Maggie, were in
attendance at the meeting and greeted each table.
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Stonybrook Delays continued from page 1
borhood Association and the
ZBA (delayed once). Joas fi-
nally earned ZBA approval in
July 2022.

The major objection came
from an abutting condo owner
at 13 Meehan St., who de-
manded that Joas take out li-
ability insurance; the building
was too close to his unit he ar-
gued, even though Joas was
not expanding the building.

Joas did not clean up the
site or make the house look
safe.  The neighbors got testy.

“He [Joas ] is kinda shifty,”
said Patty Yehle. “Three
strikes you’re out.”

“I’m not believing we’re
taking too much time,” said
Jon McCurdy.

Joas was frustrated.  “This
is taking longer than expected.
The process is too long. I’m
paying a monthly mortgage.”

Joas sold the approved
property on Dec. 30, 2022 for
$769,000 to LCF Investments
which built out the house as
planned into three condomini-
ums. The units went on the
market in August 2023; the
SNA never discussed 15
Meehan St. again.

As requested, Schettino
and Harnett returned on June
9 with the same plans from
April 7 to convert the office on
14 Meehan into an apartment
with a new front door, new
windows (“all largely interior
work” Schettino said) also a
new lawn, entrance foundation
plantings and three on-site
parking spaces.

Criticism was quick: win-
dows (“don’t make as busy”),
tree plantings (“no lollipop
trees” ) and Yehle didn’t think
the licensed surveyor's plans
were accurate; she offered
Dabney’s plan as an alterna-
tive.

Clark asked Schettiino and
Harnett to step off the call.
“We will come back with our
findings.”

Urhrane seemed to be
ready. “There was not enough
notification for this meeting,”
she said, “three days instead of
seven.”

McCurdy and Urhrane
were concerned that 14
Meehan would skirt the SNA
and go directly to the JP zon-
ing committee, and that would
“set a precedent like 71a Will-
iams and the CatLabs resi-
dences which did not get an
SNA yes or no” McCurdy said.

McCurdy wanted “a special
meeting with proper notice.
It’s not our place go make spe-
cial arrangements to develop-
ers because their ISD letter
came in late.”

Caliga said she was con-
cerned. “City Hall is speeding
up projects to cancel our
voices to help developers,” she
said. “It’s our quality of life in
the balance.”

Royce Abel, of 93 Brookley
Rd., is an active SNA member
and has had experience with
delay. In 2021 he and the two
other condominium owners in
their triple-decker commis-
sioned architect Elaine Scales
to design a three-story build-
out of the three porches into
living spaces.

“Improvements to my
home cost money,” he said.
“Delays cost money. One
month has an impact. My costs
with two [SNA} meetings to
enclose a porch went up 20
percent.”

“14 Meehan is minor im-
provements to an existing
use,” Royce said.

JP Office of Neighborhood
Services (ONS) liaison
Caroline Peters has been on

every SNA call. “ONS hears
this all the time,” she said. “All
applicants send out photos;
sends out notices. It’s a
struggle to get people in-
volved.”

Michael Babcock, from
Kenton Road made a motion
for a special meeting that was
seconded and approved six-to-
four with one abstention.

Urhrane explained to a
clearly exasperated Schettino
that there was not enough ad-
vance notice so a special meet-
ing was decided.

“This is an allowed use,”
Schettino said. “I’ve been on
30-unit buildings. This is a
three-unit allowed use.”

Schettino said she would go
to the mayor’s office and ask
to proceed to the JP zoning
committee.

Peters said she would try
“to move this along and get an
SNA date before the June18 JP
zoning committee.”

And that she did: The
Bulletin’s in-box lit up 12
hours later with the message
that a special SNA meeting
was scheduled for Tuesday,
June 17.

At that meeting the SNA
voted not to oppose, but with
five provisos having to do with
trees (“no arborvitae”), perme-
able pavers (reduce the “heat
island”) and dark sky lighting
guidelines.

At the Wednesday, June 18
JP zoning committee, after 30
minutes with comments from
SNA members, 14 Meehan
was approved with the five
provisos.

Harnett seems to be wast-
ing no time: a contractor was
out first thing Thursday morn-
ing working on the new front
windows.
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Fighting Irish
earned place in Boston
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The crowd at the West Roxbury branch library listening to a lecture on
Irish history in Boston
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Head librarian of User En-
gagement at Boston College’s
Burns Library, Marta Crilly
gave an hour-long lecture on
the Irish’s significance in Bos-
ton at the West Roxbury
branch of the Boston Public
Library on June 16.

Crilly’s talk covered op-
pression, discrimination and
ultimate triumph of the Irish
immigrant experience in Bos-
ton, ranging from the 1600s all
the way into the 1990s. Sandy
Serkess, president of the West
Roxbury Historical Society, in-
troduced Crilly.

Crilly jumped around to
different time periods through-
out the lecture, but patrons
didn’t seem thrown, and she
provided copies of original
historical documents which
she passed to the audience at
various moments in the lec-
ture. In 1901, Boston Mayor
Thomas Hart declared Evacu-
ation Day, celebrating the US
triumph over the British on
March 17, 1776. However, in
South Boston, Charlestown,
West Roxbury, to name a few,
the Irish celebrated with extra
gusto as the day happened to
fall on St. Patrick’s Day.
Roughly 40 percent of the city
had close ties to Ireland at the
time.

A Boston Catholic newspa-
per, The Pilot, noted in 1850
that Boston’s native-born Irish
population had been celebrat-
ing St. Patrick’s Day for over
a century. Hart, perhaps think-

ing of the Irish vote, decided
to make March 17 a dual holi-
day celebrating imperialist de-
feat as well as Irish culture,
Crilly said. People often think
of the Irish population in Bos-
ton as a result of the Great
Famine (1845-1852), but the
Irish were in Boston 200 years
prior.

In the late 1600s, about
60,000 Irish came to the
Americas, some involuntarily,
she said, and some came to es-
cape Oliver Cromwell’s attack
of Ireland. In 1672, Robert
Collins won his freedom from
indenture in the Suffolk Court
as he had been captured and
sold against his will. Some
could not speak for themselves
in English, such as Irish Catho-
lic Ann Glover, and suffered

accusations of being a witch
and was hung.

By the 1700s, the Irish
population included merchants
and free landholders who emi-
grated to New England from
northern Ireland, most of
whom were Protestants.
Though some Irish were Prot-
estants they were not Anglican
and suffered similar discrimi-
nation such as an inability to
perform marriages or hold of-
fices, Crilly said. In addition,
pressure was put on them to
join the Congregationalist
church. As a result, some fled
to nearby regions. In 1729, the
Irish Presbyterians formed
their own church on the cor-
ner of what is now Channing
and Federal Street and started
performing baptisms. How-
ever, “Irish Catholics were met
with persecutions.”

In 1731, Massachusetts
Governor Jonathan Belcher or-
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Were they russets or Yukon golds?Letters to the Editor

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

Kraft Visit continued from page 1

If there’s one thing I’ve
learned in life, always ask the
people at the bottom of an admin-
istrative ladder about
situations:  people in command
at the top don’t always have a feel
for what’s going on at the
bottom.  If some school superin-
tendent states that almost all of
that school system’s third grad-
ers have mastered the times
tables, ask the third-grade teach-
ers if this is really true.  If some
police commissioner thinks that
a neighborhood is safe to walk at
night, ask the cop on the beat or
the sergeant at the local
station.  If some mayor thinks
that rats are not a problem in his
city, ask the public works em-
ployee who places rat traps.

  All of this having been said,
Captain Donald McDonald of the
U.S.S. O’Bannon said that the
strange situation with his de-
stroyer never occurred, although
multiple sailors attested to
it.  Whom would you believe?

  The O’Bannon was commis-
sioned on June 26, 1942—some
83 years ago this week—at Bath
Maine Ironworks.  Two months
later the 375-foot-long destroyer
departed Boston for heavy action
in the Solomon Islands at the
Naval Battle at Guadalcanal (Iron
bottom Sound) and then at the in-
vasion of Leyte, among other
places. With a crew of 329, “The
Lucky O,” as it was called, never
lost a sailor in spite of acquiring
15 battle stars in WWII and 2 in
the Korean War.   

According to the captain,
who wrote that prior to the inci-
dent that the sea was calm and
the night very dark because of no
moon and intermittent squalls,
the enemy sub was first spotted
7,000 yards away traveling at
about 10 knots on April 5,
1943.  Here the story digresses,
depending on who is telling it.

  As the two ships approached
very close to each other, Captain

McDonald decided to ram it, as
the O’Bannon’s 5-inch guns
could not be lowered that much
for a shell to hit the sub nor would
its torpedoes have enough dis-
tance to be armed.  The decision
to ram was quickly aborted when
Captain McDonald expressed
indecision as to whether this was
a mine-laying sub, in which case
both ships would have been
blown up.   

The O’Bannon’s last-minute
swerve generated water to
awaken and drench some enemy
sailors sleeping on the deck near
the conning tower; they
scrambled to man their 3-inch
deck guns.  Realizing that time
was of the essence, the Ameri-
can sailors realized that they had
not enough time to arm their own
guns.  They started hurling pota-
toes at the on-deck
enemy.  Initially thinking that
they were a type of grenade, the
enemy lobbed them into the wa-
ter and back at the O’Bannon.

  Did the enemy boat sink
because it descended with an
open hatch, as the throwers
jumped back into their sub?  Was
it sunk by depth charges from the
O’Bannon?  Or was it sunk by

the U.S.S. Strong, another Ameri-
can destroyer in the area?

  Captain MacDonald said the
hurled spuds never happened. As
it turns out, he could not have
known: he was on the bridge, giv-
ing commands in the heat of
battle. The skipper did not know
that Seaman First Class Ambrose
Hardin, the son of a naval book’s
coauthor, was on deck hurling a
few spuds, as he told his son 100
times through the years.   A gun-
ner on the port side of
the O’Bannon, also recalled
some folks throwing potatoes.

The man with the best seat in
the house for the incident was
another sailor, whose battle sta-
tion was the searchlight platform
amidships. He saw others on
deck and remembered they were
throwing things, though he could
not say with certainty whether
they were potatoes. Indeed, most
likely no one in the crew ran to
the skipper later to boast of
throwing away valuable food and
spare parts.

Memories can fade and shift
as years pass, and even the par-
ticipants who were there issued
conflicting stories. Did the crew
of the O’Bannon launch potatoes
at the Japanese sub? Yes, but
given that their closest range dur-
ing the attack was 90 yards, as
stated in the action report, only the
best arms in the crew could have
hurled spuds that far. Whatever
damage they might have inflicted
was not documented.  For those
exacting naval historians who can
admit eyewitness testimony from
run-of-the-mill swabs, the truth is
somewhere there.

In later years the Maine Potato
Growers Association presented
the O’Bannon with a plaque for
their ingenuity in using potatoes
to sink an enemy vessel. “Sink”
is indeed a stretch, but neverthe-
less the plaque remained on the
ship until it was decommissioned
in 1970. 

SQUARES + STREETS IN ROSLINDALE CONCERNS
To the Editor:
As homeowners in Roslindale since 1984, we would like to

address the following  concerns that were not discussed in your
May 29 article about the Squares +  Streets rezoning plans that
recently received full approval by the City of Boston’s  Zoning
Commission.

The design is for 17 buildings in and around Roslindale Square
with heights ranging from 7 to 10 stories with a 14-story building
planned somewhere near the Commuter Rail.  Imagine Wallpa-
per City with three- to six-stories added to its present height to
get an idea of how this will impact Roslindale Village and Adam’s
Park. To get a true picture of these intended changes we need
exact street names and building addresses rather than unclear par-
cel descriptions. How many of our valiant long time small busi-
ness owners will be displaced? Will they be able to afford new
and probably higher rents? Will there be adequate parking? None
of the business owners that we have talked to are at all happy
about these changes. They tell us that the growing density of
Roslindale has not helped their businesses at all.

Yes, affordable housing is needed all over Boston, but can we
receive some assurances that the heights of the new buildings
will be reasonably aesthetic without destroying the beauty and
village congeniality of what we presently have? Aren’t four-story
buildings high enough? We do not want to become the fiasco that
the Seaport District is, being very good for lining the pockets of
developers, but not so good for affordable rents. So far all the
additional housing already built in Roslindale seems to have
“luxury” affixed to its descriptions, which doesn’t bode well for
lower rents.

Let’s be honest. There are many fine words said about the
proposed plans by our  elected officials but, in truth, these opin-
ions are speculative. It’s a mighty big  gamble.

Janice Regolsky-Babcock and Stephen Babcock
Roslindale

reduce traffic congestion.
“On some of the biggest

thoroughfares congestion is a
big problem, and I think the
bike lanes have something to do
with that,” he said. “But I also
think we need to look at the tim-
ing of the lights and how that
impacts it. But everything we
do will be done with a detailed
traffic study and community
feedback and impact on small
businesses. Small businesses
are the heartbeat of our city, and
we need to make sure their
needs are taken into consider-
ation, as well as bikers and pe-
destrians.”

Kraft said he has spoken to
“daily bikers who use their
bikes to get to work,” who told
him the notification and public
process around bike lane instal-
lations isn’t up to snuff. “One
said, ‘I woke up and there was
a bike lane on my street; I like
biking but I wouldn’t bike
there,’” he said.

Kraft said, when asked, that
he would reach out to the com-
munity, “The way we always
do,” when putting together a
public process for such traffic
improvements.

“I know people in the bik-
ing community who I’ve had
long-term relationships with,
and the Boston Cyclists Union,
and we’d sit and we’d use de-
tailed experts on traffic studies
to figure out the traffic patterns,
where bikes and where people

would be least impacted and
safest,” he said. “We would
work with small businesses as
well, because they are the heart-
beat of the city.”

The Centre Street Road Diet
– https://tinyurl.com/53287sym
– was completed in 2023 and
was first conceived in 2019
under former Mayor Marty
Walsh. The impetus behind the
diet was not in fact on bike
lanes, but rather to slow driv-
ers down, as resident Marilyn
Wentworth was struck and
killed by a vehicle that winter.
Speed is widely regarded as the
most critical factor when a ve-
hicle strikes a pedestrian, and
creating infrastructure that
forces cars to go slower has
been shown to help reduce
deaths – https://tinyurl.com/
543xfhtf. Since the implemen-
tation of the Road Diet, even
businesses affected by the
reconfiguration and reduction
from four travel lanes to two
travel lanes – with a middle
turning lane – say drivers have
slowed down.

“They have to, they have no
choice,” said Perfect 10 Salon
owner Kannessa Alexander.

Alexander was one of three
business owners who came to
the event and expressed their
frustration with the current con-
figuration and how it has made
parking more difficult for po-
tential customers in the area.
Alexander said they are in-

vested in the community.
“We need to know what’s

happening one way or another,
because everything that hap-
pens here affects us,” she said.

Sugar Bakery owner Julie
Freitas said she felt the prepa-
ration and outcome of the Road
Diet wasn’t thought through.
“There was no proper analysis
done and now (Kraft) wants to
do that analysis and get real
data and see what makes
sense,” she said.

Images owner Cheryl Smith
and Freitas said their businesses
have been negatively affected,
with Freitas saying the number
of transactions at Sugar now are
lower than they were in 2020.

Cyclist advocates also came
to the press event, including
Longfellow Area Neighbor-
hood Association (LANA)
Board member and cycling ad-
vocate David Wean. LANA,
while ostensibly a Roslindale
organization, has crossover
with District 6, which is mostly
West Roxbury and Jamaica

Plain. But the dividing line on
the most recent district maps –
https://tinyurl.com/y93kb65s –
is Congreve Street, meaning
there are LANA members in
District 6.

Wean said the bike lanes
have made Centre Street more
inviting for cyclists, and the
Road Diet has made that sec-
tion of the street safer for pe-
destrians as well, and pointed
out the Road Diet was the main
goal of the project, not the bike
lanes. He also took issue with
Kraft’s assertion that there was
not enough data collection and
study before the implementa-
tion of a plan four years in the
making.

He also said he doesn’t be-
lieve the loss of parking spaces
– around seven or eight for the
quarter-mile stretch – has a
large impact on local busi-
nesses.

“There was rigorous data
and information,” he said.
“This has been going on here
for the last five or six years

since Marilyn Wentworth was
killed, and there are some le-
gitimate issues here I’m sure,
but the number of parking
spaces taken away were mini-
mal; there is plenty of parking
in the municipal lots, and pit-
ting bike lanes against small
businesses is wrong.”

Kraft said he would join
Wean and Jamaica Plain
resident Peter Cheung on a
bike ride when asked, but he
would have to “wear sneak-
ers.” He said he’s not op-
posed to bike lanes, but just
wants  them in  the  r ight
place.

“I will make it easier to
do the bike lanes, but it will
be the result of meticulous
planning and study, not the
whims of a single staffer at
City Hall,” he said. “You
will have traffic laws en-
forced equally and rigor-
ously, especially if a car is
parked in a bus lane, double
parked, or if a moped is driv-
ing in the bike lane.”
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ACA reviews shootings, meetings
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ABCDC Director
John Woods

The Allston Civic Associa-
tion (ACA) met last week in a
virtual format and discussed
neighborhood issues.

First, Boston Police Depart-
ment (BPD) D-14 Community
Service Officer Christine
Marini discussed two shootings
that occurred two weeks ago.

“They don’t usually occur,”
she said. “The first was on June
12 on Pomeroy Street, which if
you’re not familiar, it’s off of
Gordon Street closer to North
Beacon. We got a number of
calls around 8:09 p.m. of shots
fired. We did locate a juvenile
male on the sidewalk there, he
had a head injury from the fall
and a gunshot wound to the
chest. He is in critical condition
and homicide has taken that
case.”

The juvenile victim later
succumbed to his wounds on
June 17. He was 15 years old.

“Last night, there was an-
other shooting incident around
9:20 p.m. around 282 N. Bea-
con,” she said, which is adja-
cent to the Faneuil Gardens
Boston Housing Authority
(NHA) building. “We got a lot
of calls and when officers ar-
rived they found the victim with
a gunshot wound to the arm.
They applied a tourniquet and

got him to the ambulance and
he’s going to be okay. Fortu-
nately, on this incident the BHA
has video and they anticipate an
arrest shortly.” Marini said both
shootings did not appear to be
random.

In some good news, Marini
said the neighborhood is a little
safer in one regard, at least.
“House breaks are really
down,” she said. “We had four
last month for the whole month.
They’re still in that Gardner,
Ashford and Pratt area. We
have some video and the detec-
tives believe this is the same
person hitting this area and
they’re hoping to get a little
more on that and make an ar-
rest soon. The suspect came in
and the (victim) had a camera
and wasn’t home. She called us
quickly because she was alerted
from her camera someone was
in the house. He came in and
threw a blanket over the cam-
era so they have good video for
that.”

Marini said another incident
saw a witness observe the sus-
pect jumping out of a window,
and the witness called the ho-
meowner first before calling the

police.
“So my advice is if you see

anything like that call us first,”
she said. “Then he called the
neighbor, she wasn’t home, she
got home and she said she be-
lieves he got in through the
front window. They removed
the bars and pushed in the
screens. So the best thing to do,
and I know the window is nice
and you like to leave the win-
dows open, but if you’re on
ground floor you really need to
shut the window.”

In other news, D’Isidoro
announced that the ACA had
selected Allston Brighton Com-
munity Development Corpora-
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Continued on page 7
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 This article is intended for information purposes only and does not
represent legal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and in-
terpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration or any other governmental entity. To sub-
mit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/social-
security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Social Security
Questions Asked

Over Coffee  
Dear Rusty: My coffee

conversations among a group
of friends have  resulted in sev-
eral questions about Social Se-
curity: 

1. What happens to the So-
cial Security account of some-
one who dies before retirement
age. What happens to that
money and where does it end
up?    

2. How does the decreased
birth rate of the USA affect fu-
ture Social Security benefits?  

3. Is a person who has
never contributed to the Social
Security System entitled to any
benefits from the Social Secu-
rity Administration?  

4. Is there a central location
online that a person can access
that explains the history and
current status of the Social Se-
curity System, that explains all
of it in simple terms. I would
like to be able to give this lo-
cation to people I talk with
about Social Security. 

Most of the articles we read
are like slogging through mud!
I enjoy AMAC articles and am
college educated, but the av-
erage reading level in the US
is less than 6th grade. Thank
you for considering these ques-
tions. 

Signed: Curious Reader 

Dear Curious: Thank you
for your readership, and I’ll be
happy to tackle your “over cof-
fee” questions about Social
Security: 

1. Social Security is a “pay
as you go” program, where all
money collected from workers
is used to pay benefits for all
those who are currently receiv-
ing Social Security. In other
words, all money contributed
is used to pay benefits to oth-
ers already receiving
benefits. It is not put into a
separate account for each per-
son, and that is a good thing.
Most people get more from
Social Security than they ever
contributed, but benefits are
paid for life, regardless of how
long one lives. The specific
answer to your question is that
if someone dies before retire-
ment age, the money contrib-
uted has already been used to
pay benefits to others. Keep in
mind though, that a surviving
spouse or minor or disabled
adult child may also collect
benefits on a deceased
person’s Social Security
record. 

2. The decreasing birth rate
in the US hurts Social Secu-
rity. That’s because fewer ba-
bies mean fewer future work-
ers contributing to the Social
Security program. FYI, in
1950 there were about 15
workers contributing to SS for
every one person collecting
benefits, but today there are

less than 3 workers for each SS
beneficiary. That problem is
exacerbated by the steadily in-
creasing U.S. life expectancy.
Beneficiaries are now often
collecting SS benefits for de-
cades from a program designed
to pay benefits for only a few
years. 

3. Only those who have
worked and contributed to So-
cial Security through payroll
taxes for about 10 years (40
quarters of SS credit) are eli-
gible to collect SS Retirement
benefits. However, some de-
pendent spouses and/or depen-
dent minor or dependent dis-
abled children who have never
worked might also be eligible
for benefits from the worker’s
Social Security record. Along
with each U.S. state, the SSA
also administers another pro-
gram, known as Supplement
Security Income (SSI), on be-
half of the federal government.
However, federal “SSI” ben-
efits are not paid with Social
Security funds. “SSI” is a sepa-
rate government benefit pro-
gram, with federal benefits
paid from the general U.S.
Treasury. 

4. There are lots of places
to get information about Social
Security, but I suggest you start
at our AMAC Foundation So-
cial Security information
website, which can be found at
www.socialsecurityreport.org. Here
you will find numerous articles
about Social Security, retire-
ment, Medicare, etc., as well
as all the Ask Rusty articles I
have published weekly over
the last 8 years. You can also
find excellent Social Security
information on our AMAC
Foundation main website,
www.amacfoundation.org. And,
of course, you can always ask
any questions you have via
email to
SSAdvisor@amacfoundation.org. Or,
if you prefer, you can just call
us on 1.888.750.2622 if you
have questions about Social
Security or about Medicare
enrollment. 

Russell Gloor
AMAC Certified Social

Security Advisor

Accessibility, party issues raised
at Arboretum path design meeting

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

ArboreArboreArboreArboreArboretumtumtumtumtum
Continued on page 7

Irish History continued from page 3

The Boston Parks Depart-
ment and members of the
Arnold Arboretum held a pub-
lic meeting last week to dis-
cuss an upcoming repaving
project from South Street
through Peter’s Hill Way,
known as the Oak Allee.

The paved path currently
connects Peters Hill Road to
South Street/Flora Way and
the paths to and around Hem-
lock Hill. The plan, as pre-
sented by KZLA Architect
Kyle Zick, is to analyze the
tree roots and repave the path
based on how shallow those
roots are.

Zick said if the roots are

too shallow they will keep the
existing base and just repave
with impervious asphalt. If
not, then they will use pervi-
ous asphalt to help feed the
deeper roots. He said the per-
vious asphalt would require a
whole new base, which, if the
roots are too shallow, would
disturb and injure the trees.

On that tack, Zick said
they are also looking at acces-
sibility concerns for those
with mobility issues. He said
the regulatory requirements
for an accessible path would
have no greater than a 5 per-
cent incline grade, and cur-
rently it’s at 7 percent. He said
they cannot reconcile that
without disturbing the trees,
and so they are compromising

with a level rest area in the
middle of the path.

Zick said this compromise
came about after consultation
with the Boston Disabilities
Commission, and that signage
would reflect the steeper
grade. One neighbor said she
has mobility issues and appre-
ciated the work, but said there
is a different accessibility is-
sue going on at the Arboretum
as a whole.

“With the closure of some
of the parking areas next to
these gates, how am I sup-
posed to get to these paths?”
she said. “My family tried to
drive me to the South Street
gate, but it was terrifying to

dered officers to break into pa-
pists’ homes and bring them to
the courts. Despite obstacles,
immigration continued.

“Among them was Mary
Singleton, from County Clare
with her new husband Richard
Copley, and they gave birth to
painter John Singleton Copley,
the namesake of Copley
Square.”

Crilly said during this pe-
riod, poor weather conditions
lead to Irish Presbyterians
forming the Charitable Irish
Society. Only Protestants
could be officers which
showed that the group derived
from the Ulster province in Ire-
land. “The society still exists
and they became a key part of
Boston’s Irish community.”
While empowering themselves
on a cultural front, the Irish
faced discrimination from
mainstream society during the
Revolution where papers sug-
gested that many of the
Redcoats were Irish. In actu-
ality, the Irish played a role for
the loyalists as well as the
revolutionaries. About 16 per-
cent of the British rank and file
was Irish and more than a third
of the officers were as well,
though many deserted to fight
for the Revolution and many
Irish fought with George
Washington. Due to this and
Washington’s push for reli-
gious freedom, anti-Catholic
sentiment subsided and in
1788, and the Irish held their
first Catholic mass in a con-
verted Huguenot Church in the
West End, later named Holy
Cross Church.

In 1815, Catholics gained
the right to build their own
cemeteries and the first Catho-
lic newspaper began in 1829.
Crilly pointed out the class di-
vide in viewing the Irish. In-
tellectuals had sympathy for
the Irish and other immigrants
while the working class

blamed the Irish for the dis-
comforts in a growing popula-
tion.

In 1834, a Yankee mob
burned the Ursuline Convent
in Charlestown, which at the
time was not technically part
of Boston, nor was Roxbury.
Ironically, only a few Catho-
lics attended the convent,
Crilly said, including 8-year-
old Mary Ellen O’Connell of
Limerick. She later became a
nun. Another act of violence
took place between an Irish
funeral procession clashing
with a Yankee fire brigade re-
sulting in the Broad Street Riot
which Mayor Samuel Eliot
broke up to prevent Irish
homes from being set ablaze.

Amidst this turbulence, the
Great Hunger in Ireland
caused approximately 1 mil-
lion deaths, while 2 million
fled for North America. In
1847, 100,000 Irish refugees
arrived in Boston, to an ill-pre-
pared city. Many camped out
on Boston Common as orphan-
ages overflowed, Crilly said.
“It was a really tragic and hor-
rifying situation.” Yankee
charitable organizations, de-
spite nativism, raised money to
be sent to Ireland. By the mid
1800s, the Irish comprised a
third of the population in Bos-
ton. South Boston was an Irish
stronghold but many also
lived in tenements in the
North End, which were sub-
ject to disease outbreak, in-
cluding cholera. But even
through harsh conditions, “the
Irish found joy and fellowship
through dance and music in
North End cellars and later to
more respectable venues. One
example was the Thomas
Moore Society.”

While the Irish stretched
the living accommodations in
Boston, they also contributed
to the labor force with men in
construction, doing dangerous

work and women in factories
and childcare. It is hard not to
draw a parallel to current cir-
cumstances in the U.S. De-
spite their value, the Irish
faced their most harsh
pushback from a political
party called the Know Noth-
ing Party, officially the
American Party that was ve-
hemently anti-immigrant.
They tried to keep Irish people
from gaining employment,
and shut down cemeteries in
addition to mob violence.

“But Boston’s Irish were
determined to embrace Bos-
ton as their new permanent
home and to exercise their
civil rights.” The Irish joined
forces with German immi-
grants to fight legislation on
not allowing an increase in
waiting time for citizenship.

Crilly discussed the Irish’s
role in the Civil War in the
Union Party. Mary Ellen
O’Connell, who lived through
the burning of Ursuline Con-
vent, worked as a nun on the
battlefield and helped to de-
velop one of the first modern
triage techniques. She was
commended by Abraham Lin-
coln.

After the Civil War, a cul-
tural shift took place for the
Irish where they upgraded
their roles in society and be-
gan moving to other commu-
nities in Boston. Crilly, who
works at Boston College, said
BC was started to educate im-
migrants and she noted that
Roxbury was the hub for most
Irish people. Mayor Michael
James Curley who served four
terms as Boston’s mayor was
from Roxbury. Crilly de-
scribed more memorable
events during the 1900s and
mentioned notable Irish-
American politicians like John
F. Kennedy and Tip O’Neil.

For more information,
email margaret.crilly@bc.edu.
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Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Sacred Heart of Jesus, I
have asked You for many
favours. But I plead for this one.
(mention favour). Take it, place
it in your open broken Heart. And
when the eternal Father sees it,
covered with the mantel of his
most precious Blood, He cannot
refuse it. For then it is your
prayer, not mine. Dear Sacred
Heart of Jesus, I place my trust
in thee. Amen.
Say three times for three days,
promise publication and favour
will be granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.

Arboretum continued from page 6 ACA Meetings continued from page 5
get out of the car while the cars were passing because there is
no place to park for a person with mobility issues. So the clos-
ing off of some of the parking by some of these gates has made
it dangerous or impossible for me to access these gates.”

Arnold Arboretum Head of Operations Dan Schissler said
the parking was removed from those gates because late night
parties were making so much noise and also impacting the
Arboretum’s cleanup budget.

“It had become an area for late night car gatherings and
late night parties that were absolutely horrible for the neigh-
bors,” he said. “There is music blasting late night; we worked
with the Parks Department to put stones at the entrance, which
has pretty much solved the problem.”

And Schissler said the Arboretum is working with the city
to try to get accessible street parking. “We are working con-
tinuously to advocate to the city for truly accessible parking
corridors, including Flora Way,” he said. Flora Way is adja-
cent to the Poplar Gate, which is the entrance connected to
the Oak Allee. “In fact, we’re advocating for an entire recon-
struction of Flora Way, including the sidewalks which are in
real rough shape. I did get confirmation from the Boston En-
gineering Department last year that they put in an engineering
request for some short-term Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) parking at what used to be Bussey Gate, and I would
point you towards that as the next best accessible entrance.”

Schissler added that anyone with accessibility issues can
call the visitor’s center and request a pass that allows one to
drive into the Arboretum Directly. For more information on
those passes, go to https://arboretum.harvard.edu/visit/acces-
sibility/

The Oak Allee project is a small piece of the overall
Roslindale Gateway project that aims to connect the Roslindale
Village Commuter Rail Station with Forest Hills, a project
started in 2015 and currently in phase three of five. For more
information on that, go to https://tinyurl.com/4fj4c7kj

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400

tion (ABCDC) Director John
Woods by the group for this
year’s Joseph M. Smith Com-
munity Service Lifetime
Achievement Award.

D’Isidoro said Woods was
selected, along with that of the
ABCDC, for helping to bring
affordable housing to the
neighborhood, which has been
seeing home prices and rents
spike for the better part of a
decade.

“He’s out there doing God’s
work,” D’Isidoro said. “As you
know, we got the Hill Memo-
rial Project on North Harvard
Street and the Warren Build-
ing on Washington Street.
They purchased some addi-
tional units as well and are ret-
rofitting Raymond Street.

They’re just doing an extraor-
dinary amount of good work
that has taken place in this
community. So John, congratu-
lations.”

Woods said he was sur-
prised, to say the least, when
he heard.

“I guess it really blew me
away when Tony called be-
cause it means an awful lot to
me to be acknowledged this
way,” Woods said. “I’m very
grateful and very humbled by
the award, especially knowing
who got it in the past. There
have been a lot of serious hard
workers who have gotten it and
I really appreciate it. But as
Tony mentioned, I’m repre-
senting an organization. My
mug is very often who you see,

but I’m blessed to have a very
strong and active board that
gives me directions on what to
do and very fortunate to have
a staff that does most of the
things you see celebrated, so
thank you very much.”

Woods added he really
didn’t believe D’Isidoro when
he got the call. “At one point I
thought I was getting punked
a little bit by Tony, but thank
you,” he said. “I want you to
know it means a lot to me,
thanks.”

Also at the meeting,
D’Isidoro said the ACA will be
looking to move back to hybrid
in-person meetings in the fall
at the Community Room of the
Honan Allston Branch of the
Boston Public Library.
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DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 9

COFFEY

Alice Joan (Adams) of West
Roxbury, formerly of Braintree,
June 17, 2025. Beloved wife of
55 years to the late Paul Coffey.
Loving mother of John Coffey
and his wife Tabitha of Okla-
homa City, Patricia Gozzo and
her husband Robert of
Weymouth, and James Coffey of
West Roxbury. Beloved grand-
mother of Laurel and her hus-
band Ethan of Los Angeles,
Brian and his Fiancé Samantha,
Kevin, John, and Michael
Gozzo, and Bostyn Coffey. Joan

was born and raised in Braintree,
Massachusetts to Earl and Mary
Adams, the youngest of four
children. Her older brothers were
Richard, Raymond, and Robert
Adams. She graduated Braintree
High School and worked for
many years as an executive sec-
retary at Boston College. She
married the love of her life, Paul,
and moved to West Roxbury in
1963 where they raised a loving
family and their family dog,
O’Hara. Joan was not one to be
inactive. She was a long-time
parishioner and Eucharistic Min-
ister at St. John Chrysostom
Church, worked for many years
at Filenes with her best friend
Mal, watched her beloved Patri-
ots from the clubhouse, was an
avid reader, and hosted ‘Wednes-
day Night Cards’ with the Fab
Five. She had a love of travel
throughout her whole life and
saw the world with her husband,
family, and friends including hot
air balloons, white water rafting,
helicopter rides over volcanoes,
camel rides in Jerusalem, and
more. She was blessed with a
strong faith, and found great
comfort in the love of the
Blessed Mother. Her family
would like to thank the wonder-
ful caretakers at Sunrise Senior

Living of Braintree and First
Choice Healthcare for the excel-
lent services they provided Joan.
Interment in  St. Joseph Cem-
etery, West Roxbury. Expres-
sions of sympathy may be made
in Joan’s memory to St. John
Chrysostom Villagers Group
4750 Washington St, West
Roxbury, MA 02132. Online
guestbook at
pemurrayfuneral.com. Arrange-
ments by P.E. Murray-F.J.
Higgins George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury.

DIAMOND

Stephanie Spence of West
Palm, Florida, formally of West
Roxbury and Washington, DC.
 Wife of Gregg Diamond, West
Palm and sister of Deb Spence

and her wife Robin Corddry of
Florida and Marie Spence,
Northborough. Also survived by
uncle Stephan Sheehan of Ja-
maica Plain and many nieces and
nephews.    Relatives and friends
are invited to attend her celebra-
tion of life on Saturday June 28th
at 11am, at Emmanuel Episco-
pal Church, 21 Stratford Street,
West Roxbury and at the West
Roxbury ELKS Lodge, 1 Morelll
St, West Roxbury from 1pm-
5pm.  Donations in Stephanie’s
memory  can be made to
Emmanuel Episcopal Church or
Inner City Innovators, https://
innercityinnovators.org/donate/.

O’BRIEN

Margaret M. (Hynes)
O’Brien of Duxbury, formerly of
West Roxbury, passed away on
June 18, 2025. Beloved wife of
the late Richard G. O’Brien. Lov-

ing mother of Michael O’Brien
of NH, Ellen Munroe of ME,
Paul O’Brien and his wife
Katherine of Plymouth, John K.
O’Brien of CA, and the late Ri-
chard J. O’Brien. Grandmother
of Kieran and Margaret
“Maggie” O’Brien, Sean and
Brendan Munroe, Nicole
Hildings, Kelly Sanders, Patrick
O’Brien, Valerie Kelley, Greg
Mitrano, Samantha Peracchi,
and Mary Grace O’Brien. Sister
of Kevin Hynes and his wife Deb
of Plymouth and the late Joan
Murrin. Also survived by many
great grandchildren, nieces and
nephews.Funeral fromm the Wil-
liam J. Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre Street, WEST
ROXBURY. Interment Cedar
Grove Cemetery.

PAPPIN

Eleanor M. (Delaney), long-
time resident of West Roxbury,
passed away on June 15, 2025.
Beloved wife of the late Kenneth
Pappin. Devoted mother of

DEATHS

WRBPA Meeting continued from page 1
New members got a chance

to introduce themselves in a
more casual way, such as Renee
Montella, the new advocacy and
benefits specialist of the Boston
Age Strong Commission for
West Roxbury. She passed out
fliers saying she would be avail-
able at the West Roxbury branch
of the Boston Public Library the
second Thursday of the month,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., to assist se-
niors applying for SNAP, fuel
assistance, Medicare and Med-
icaid, tax exemptions, to name
a few. On the fourth Tuesday of
the month, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
she will do the same at the Bos-
ton Elks on Morrell Street as
well as the BCYF Roche Com-
munity Center, 11:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Montella also men-
tioned the commission’s goal to
implement an age-friendly busi-
ness program which includes a
one-hour training, meeting some
guidelines, which would entitle
the business owner to a certifi-
cation from the mayor and their
business listed on the Age
Strong website, as well as pro-
motion on Age Strong social
media. After that, she introduced
herself to some members and
enjoyed the festivities.

District 6 City Councilor
Ben Weber, representing West
Roxbury and Jamaica Plain, re-
minded the audience he is at the
end of his term and up for re-
election in November. He urged
those who had questions about
speeding on neighborhood
streets, potholes, property tax
assessments, schools to contact
him.

“It’s been a pleasure for me
to be in spaces like this and be

an advocate for you.” He turned
to State Rep. Bill MacGregor
and acknowledged how impor-
tant it is for city legislators to be
coordinated with the state.

A frequent concern at these
meetings is traffic, and one
member brought up safety for
Ridgecrest Village tenants along
DeSoto Road, near the
Beethoven School. Weber told
her to get in touch with Patricia
Connors, who he pointed to, a
bike advocate for West Rox
Bikes.

“You can’t see out of the side
streets. Washington Street safety
has been Patricia Connors’ mis-
sion.”

While Weber spoke of this
issue in more depth, other mem-
bers stood up to hug one another
and made small talk. Weber en-
couraged communication and
said the more e-mails he gets the
easier it is to make changes.
“Vote early and vote often,” he
concluded.

State Rep. Bill MacGregor
said the House has completed
their budget with earmarks set
aside for Rose’s Bounty and
Ethos, while the Senate is work-
ing on its version. He encour-
aged members to mention things
they feel he is not addressing as
his goal is to best represent his
district. He looked over at
Alexandra Valdez and said he
was excited she was on the bal-
lot this year for At-Large City
Councilor and mentioned he
was her first boss when she first
worked for the city.

Valdez reminded the crowd
that the last time she spoke at
the WRBPA meeting she was
fighting to get on the ballot.

“We are on the ballot with
over 2,500 signatures. Really
excited to be here and thankful
for Bill and others for paving the
way for me.” She is starting
Community Conversations, a
connection with residents in
popular local places. The first
will take place at Ron’s Gour-
met Ice Cream and Twentieth
Century Bowling Alley in Hyde
Park, while a later one will be at
Recreo in West Roxbury. She
said she has been working for
the city for 10 years in different
spaces in equity, women’s ad-
vances and cultural affairs.
“Really excited to be here and
most of all listen and really re-
ally get to work on day one.”

Speaking on behalf of City
Council candidate Marvin
Mathelier, Jhonathan Bonilla,
policy advisor, said he was
working for a better economic
agenda for the region.
Mathelier was busy at work at
the Toussaint Louverture Cul-
tural Center, a newly-opened
Haitian cultural space in the
North End, for which he raised
$280,000 and negotiated a 25-
year rent free lease; he is now
executive director.

Bonilla mentioned
Mathelier is a marine, the son
of Haitian immigrants, father
of three. “We are asking for
your vote so he can fight for
systemic issues in housing, in-
frastructure and education.”
He wants to create a new busi-
ness model for Boston to in-
sulate it from the federal poli-
cies everyone is facing cur-
rently.

WRBPA will resume meet-
ings in September.



 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9The BulletinJune 26, 2025June 26, 2025June 26, 2025June 26, 2025June 26, 2025

Around the Neighborhood
MENINO ARTS CENTER  RECYCLING EVENT

 The Menino Arts Center proudly announces “Recycled :
Trash and Treasure : Rediscovered”, a juried exhibition which
runs from until July 25, 2025.   The exhibition will be viewable
both in person at the Menino Arts Center and in a virtual 3D
gallery that you can stroll through at http://www.hpaa-mac.org/
exhibits/.  Gallery hours at the MAC are Wednesdays from 1 –
4 pm, and Thursdays and Fridays from 10 am – 4 pm.  The
exhibition features 67 artworks by 43 artists. It was juried
by Suzanne Moseley (https://www.suzannemoseleyart.com) and
Adrienne Shishko (https://www.adrienneart.net), and curated by
Sasja Lucas (https://www.sasjalucas.com).

HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER PASS PROGRAM RETURNS
Planet Fitness today announced the return of its annual High

School Summer Pass program, which invites high school teens
ages 14 – 19 to work out for FREE at any of its more than
2,700+ Planet Fitness locations throughout the U.S. and Canada
through August 31. Teens can visit lanetFitness.com/
SummerPass to register for the program, with club access begin-
ning Saturday, June 1.

AT (617) 361-8400

To advertise, call the Bulletin

ZBA approves farming
at West End House

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Boston Zoning Board
of Appeals (ZBA) unani-
mously voted to approve a
proposal for farming at the
West End House Boys and
Girls Club in Allston.

The farm would be a hy-
droponic indoor 350-square-
foot farming system housed in
a shipping container to both
provide food and education
for the club’s members. Rep-
resentative Kevin Gaughan
said the additional space will
be housed in the existing en-
velope of the site. He said the
project could grow 4,000 to
6,000 pounds of leafy greens
for the Food for Families and
Daily Meals programs, and
would employ about 10 teens
for planting and harvesting.

“The only relief we re-
quire for this is the use, and
it’s obviously a very unique
use,” he said of the zoning
variance relief requests.

CEO of the West End
House Andrea Howard said
the organization has been in
the city for more than 120
years. “And in Allston for al-
most 55 years,” she said.
“This exciting building op-
portunity enables us to ex-
pand on our long-term com-
mitment to food security cur-
rently,  which focuses on
scratch-made meals daily,
and our Food for Families

program which provides food
for families every month to
more than 900 folks, approxi-
mately 25,000 pounds of
food every month.”

Howard said the partner-
ship with Container Farms is
growing around Boys and
Girls Clubs across the nation.
“There are several successful
ones here in the Common-
wealth,” she said. “We are
excited about the opportunity
to grow up to 6,000 pounds
of culturally-preferred veg-
etables for our families and
it also creates a great oppor-
tunity for our STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing and math) activities for
our younger kids and it’s go-
ing to be a workforce devel-
opment component with our
employment of 10 teens
there.”

Gaughan said they have
received a lot of support from
the local community on the
project, and Mayor’s Office
of Neighborhood Services
(ONS) liaison Siggy Johnson
backed that up. “Our office
would like to go on record in
support,” he said. After Bos-
ton Mayor Michelle Wu took
over, ONS has rarely offered
an endorsement, preferring to
“defer to the Board’s judg-
ment” in most cases.

“Our office flyered within
300 feet of the proposed ap-
plication and received one
letter of opposition which has

been filed with the Board.
The Allston Civic Associa-
tion is in strong support of
this application, and the West
End House is a cornerstone
of the Allston Brighton Com-
munity, providing extensive
benefits to residents and ONS
is enthusiastically in support
of this application.”

District 9 City Councilor
Liz Breadon’s representative
Moira McCrave said the
councilor was in support of
the proposal as well. “The
West End House provides
critical programming and ser-
vices to youth and their fami-
lies in Allston and Brighton,”
she said. “With this proposed
project, they’ll be able to ex-
pand their programming and
also be able to expand their
services related to food access
and security.”

State Rep. Kevin Honan’s
representative Alex Camarena
also expressed his boss’s sup-
port for the project. “Rep
Honan wished to highlight
some of the benefits of this
project, in particular he notes
the expanded access to
healthy food in our neighbor-
hood, as well as the creation
of meaningful opportunities
for our youth,” he said. “Rep.
Honan urges the Board to sup-
port this dynamic proposal
and support a project that will
strengthen both the health and
economic wellbeing of our
community and beyond.”

Deaths continued from page 8
Stacie Lynch and her husband
Gregory of Westwood, Jeanne
Lewis and her husband Aaron
of Needham, and Susan Ball
and her husband Brian of West
Roxbury. Loving grandmother
of Colin,  Kendal,  Emma,
Avery,  Bridget ,  Brendan,
Delaney.  Dear cousin of
Patricia Philla. Eleanor was
born and raised in Jamaica
Plain, MA and graduated from
Blessed Sacrament high
school.  It was there she made
her group of dear and lifelong
friends.  She went on to marry
and raise three daughters and
have 7 Grandchildren.  Her
family was the center of her
world and of the utmost impor-
tance to her.  She had a heart
and home that was open to
many friends of her gir ls
throughout the years.  She em-
bodied patience and kindness
and was loved dearly by all
who knew her.  She loved the
simple pleasures in life includ-
ing trips to the beach, music
and food.   In later years, she
was able to enjoy her 7 beau-
tiful grandchildren who adore
her.  They will always have a
special place in their hearts for
“Mum”.    Her humor and
sweetness wil l  be greatly
missed. A private funeral ser-
vice was held at  the P.E.

Murray - F.J. Higgins Funeral
Home West Roxbury. A Private
burial followed at St. Joseph
Cemetery, West Roxbury. For
online guestbook
pemurrayfuneral .com. Ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray -
F.J .  Higgins,  George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral
Home, West Roxbury. 

SENNETT
Carol E. (Toffoloni) of

Norton, formerly of Hyde
Park, passed peacefully on
June 16, 2025 in her home sur-
rounded by her loving family
at the age of 80. A Mass of
Christian Burial was held at
Most Precious Blood Church
Hyde Park. Interment at Blue
Hills  Cemetery Braintree.
Carol was born in Brockton on
January 31,1945 to Dorothy
and John Toffoloni.  Carol
grew up In Hyde Park MA and
attended Hyde Park High
School. In her early years she
worked at John Hancock and
later at Friendly’s. She was the
wife of the late Mark Sennett.
Carol and Mark eventually
moved to Norton MA. She is
survived by her caring sister
Linda Toffoloni, of Norton,
her brother John Toffoloni and
his wife Cynthia of Duxbury,
her nieces Jennifer Toffoloni

of Sleepy Hollow NY, Melissa
Toffoloni of Plympton,MA,
her special friend Josh and her
wonderful neighbors Craig
and Starnie. In addition, Carol
was stepmother to,  Linda
Robinson, of Jacksonville,
Florida, Mark S Sennett of
Canton,  the late Debbie
Dambrosio,  the late Gail
Sennett. She was grandmother
to Derek Dambrosio and
Michael, Kerrin and Justine
Sennett. Her family wishes to
acknowledge the wonderful
nurses at Sturdy Memorial
Hospital and Hospice care.
Carol enjoyed doing many
craft projects and working in
her garden. She will be missed
by all who knew her.

The Bulletin Newspaper
publishes obituaries from in-
formation supplied by fu-
neral homes. Relatives and
friends also may supplement
information by e-mailing to
news@bulletinnewspapers.com
by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos
also will be accepted.

Obituary
policy
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Legals Classif ieds
Real Estate
We buy, sell, fix real estate. Houses, condos or land.
Any condition, any issue. Foreclosure, probate etc...
Licensed agents.
Call, text anytime  (617) 249-3961

CALL
(617)

361-8400

To advertise,

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.
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