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WRCIA reviews
crime, traffic,
and leadership

About 80 residents tuned in for this year's Martin Luther King Day event for Hyde Park.
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The Hyde Park Forum for
Racial Equity (FREEE) met on
Martin Luther King Jr. Day in a
virtual format this week to dis-
cuss King’s hopes for the future
and to recognize those in Hyde
Park working towards that future.

More than 80 residents at-
tended.

Organizer Marcia Kimm-
Jackson started the meeting off
with videos and audio of King
talking about his idea for a “Be-
loved Community,” where love
is what guides everyone in their
day-to-day lives.

“Let us fight passionately and
unrelentingly for the goal of jus-
tice and peace, but let’s be sure
our hands are clean in this
struggle,” he said during his Birth
of a New Nation speech at the
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church
on April 7, 1957. “The aftermath
of nonviolence is the creation of
the beloved community. The af-
termath of nonviolence is re-
demption. The aftermath of non-
violence is reconciliation. The
aftermath of violence are empti-
ness and bitterness.”

Officials spoke during the
event, many pointing to the
changing presidential administra-
tion as a call to action and work
for the community.

City Council President
Ruthzee Louijeune said she was
not hopeful for top-down change.
“I haven’t been watching the TV,
but I did hear that he (President
Donald Trump) believes his
presidency will make MLK’s

dream come true, which is, a
problem,” she said. “I want to
challenge all of us to continue to
think about what our individual
responsibility is and that idea of
infinite hope and of hope as a
discipline. You know, I think
oftentimes when people are quot-
ing King, they quote the ‘I have
a dream’ speech… but we can’t
sanitize King.”

Louijeune pointed out King
was a fighter for racial equity and
economic equity for all, as King
advocated for social reforms as
well as the end of segregation.
“And he revisited that ‘I have a
dream,’ speech and he said,
‘Maybe I was being too optimis-
tic, and not realizing how diffi-
cult a road and journey it would
be,’” Louijeune said, referencing
a 1967 NBC interview (https://
tinyurl.com/y8pn5taw).

State Sen. Liz Miranda dis-
cussed how she felt King’s time
in Boston helped shape his view
of the world. “Much of his doc-
trines were really shaped by his
time here in the 50s in Boston,”
she said. “He was active in the
12th Baptist Church but he un-
derstood that Boston was a city
having a reckoning of this City
on a Hill, that for Boston’s Black
community, it was deeply segre-
gated and not offered the same
opportunities for young people in
the neighborhoods. He under-
stood that deeply.”

 District 5 City Councilor
Enrique Pepén said residents
should continue to practice what
King preached. “Because the
work isn’t done,” he said.

State Rep. Rob Consalvo

emceed the MLK Community
Builder Awards to several resi-
dents who helped shape the com-
munity.

Nia Agbai presented the
MLK Community Builder award
to her mother Quiana Agbai, for
helping to organize the Hyde
Park Junteenth celebrations and
working with Keep Hyde Park
Beautiful.

“Thank you so much; I’m so
honored to be in community with
all of you as neighbors and thank
you Nia, my wonderful daugh-
ter, for presenting me with this
award,” Agbai said.

Mytsie Thevenin presented
the award to Melanie Daye for
her work with the local commu-
nity through the Hyde Park Cen-
tral River Neighborhood Group
and organizing around the pub-
lic process for the construction
of parks and greenspace in Hyde
Park.

“Thank you everybody for
being here today and I do appre-
ciate this award, thank you very
much,” Daye said.

A resident going by Marilyn
presented resident Ken Fields
with an award regarding his work
on rezoning, the Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA)
Superfund site cleanup at the
Neponset River, and other advo-
cacy.

“I want to thank Scott Batey
for nominating me for this
award,” Fields said. “I’m incred-
ibly humbled, especially after
meeting all the awardees today.”

Chiderah Okoye presented

Martin Keogh, acting presi-
dent of the West Roxbury
Civic and Improvement Asso-
ciation (WRCIA), packed the
agenda for the Tuesday, Jan. 14
meeting, which included the
police crime report overview,
a traffic/street update, the in-
troduction of the new Boston
Police Department (BPD) E-5
commander, updates from two
Boston city councilors, and the
latest on the WRCIA’s leader-
ship.

BPD Officer Elvis Garcia’s
crime report included car
break-ins, motor vehicle thefts,
and an attempted bank robbery
at the Rockland Trust bank on
Centre Street. Officer Nicole
England distributed a lengthy
fact sheet on how to prevent
larceny from vehicles (step 1:
lock your doors).

Of most interest though
was the update on a Nov. 17
Weld Street break in by three
individuals who threatened the
victim with weapons. The in-
cident was not publicly re-
ported until December.

“The thing that concerned
me is this happened Nov. 17,”
said Keogh. “How come no-

The Forbes Building, at 539 and 561 Centre street is one block
apart but both made news in the first days of the new year. On Jan.
13, the state Office of Housing and Livable Communities and the
Mayor’s Office of Housing announced that the Forbes Building
received long-awaited tax credit funding to preserve the
affordability of the 147-unit rental property, the largest privately
subsidized housing in Boston.

The press release listed “key elements of the plan” that included:
“Long-term affordability for current and future residents with $11
million of soft debt financing and $7 million in Low Income Tax
Credits…along with $10 million in city funding [awarded in March
2024] and 110 Mass Rental Vouchers.”

“Buying out the limited Partnership interests to prevent con-
version and marketability.”

“The Forbes Building is currently at risk of being converted to
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Staff Reporter

At-Large City Councilor
Julia Mejia

body found out about it until
last week?”

“It was a friend who went
into the house. It wasn’t a ran-
dom thing,” said England.
“One person was arrested. It’s
still under investigation. We
can’t give out any
information…they did recover
some of the stolen items.”

The suspect is a juvenile, so
their name is being withheld.
The suspect is cooperating so
there is hope that the additional
perpetrators will be appre-
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MLK continued from page 1 Strong feelings against Wu’s
policies and soda tax
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On a bitterly cold Jan. 15,
West Roxbury business/prop-
erty owners and elected offi-
cials settled into restaurant
booths at the Corrib Pub on
Centre Street to discuss com-
munity issues at the West
Roxbury Business Professional
Association’s (WRBPA)
monthly meeting. District 6
City Councilor Ben Weber and
Boston City Councilor At-
Large Henry Santana stood in
front of a fireplace and re-
sponded to questions.

A new proposed tax on soda
stirred up Ron Mutascio, who
specializes in small business
accounting.

“What’s next—corn pops?”
he asked jokingly. District 8
City Councilor Sharon Durkan
recently introduced the idea of
placing a tax on sugary drinks
as a response to obesity,  type 2
diabetes and heart disease. Jack
Flanagan, West Roxbury resi-
dent, said that some of City Hall
employees should take a look
in the mirror before passing
laws on dietary restrictions as
their “BMI’s are off the Rich-
ter scale.”

Weber cleared the air by
saying it is a hearing order, a
conversation at this point.
Mutascio countered by saying
bike lanes were thought of as a
crazy idea not so long ago and
now some residents complain
they cannot even use Centre
Street and decide to drive
around it. It should be noted
that the Centre Street Road Diet

was about reducing travel
lanes, and bike lanes were
added into the extra space. Ei-
ther way, Mutascio said that as
a result, he’s heard many busi-
nesses are losing money.  The
owner of Blanchards, Christine
Elder, pondered if the same
businesses would even remain
open due to the congestion on
Centre Street.

Weber also said it reflects
current times where obesity is
an issue. “Thirty years ago,
cigarette smoke could have
been flying free during this
meeting and no one would have
objected,” he said, which made
the crowd chuckle. Soda is not
orange juice, Weber said. It may
taste good, but it is objectively
bad for one’s health.

Flanagan shot off many di-
rect comments of the morning
meeting, one of which dealt
with what Mayor Michelle
Wu’s intentions are for Squares
+ Streets as far as West
Roxbury. Weber said that there
are many seniors in West
Roxbury who cannot afford to
live here so he is a strong pro-
ponent of building more hous-
ing. But based on the proposed
scheduling for the roughly 20
Squares + Streets initiatives,
West Roxbury isn’t up to the bat
anytime soon. But he assured
Flanagan that they are not try-
ing to make West Roxbury be
like Jamaica Plain. “It’s about
what works for West Roxbury,”
Weber said. He emphasized a
need to fill empty spaces, like
the abandoned Walgreens.
Weber expressed enthusiasm
over the rumor of a Trader Joe’s

coming to West Roxbury – it’s
been a common rumor for
months now that Trader Joe’s
is looking to come in where the
former Walgreens was located
– and Santana maintained that
the community process is work-
ing and voices are being heard
even if everyone could not quite
agree on zoning.

In reaction to the commu-
nity process, Flanagan brought
up his disapproval of Wu’s han-
dling of White Stadium and
said many in the area will not
benefit from the new deal and
the budget keeps changing. The
city is funding half the project,
with $91 million (likely higher)
in taxpayer funds going into it.
He accused Mayor Thomas
Menino of creating a mess in
the Boston Public School ath-
letic field, and said while Wu
is proactive, she is “tone deaf.”

 He also wondered how long
Wu would even stay in Boston
and that when she leaves the
damage will remain.  He cred-
ited Mayor Marty Walsh for
engaging with the community
and said Wu has not once held
a community meeting in West
Roxbury.

“We don’t want to see West
Roxbury turn into Dorchester,
no offense,” Flanagan said.

Frederick Gillis, a lifelong
West Roxbury resident who
works in the Seaport District,
said that the area has exploded
with properties over the last 10-
15 years, producing more tax
revenue than some mid-western
states. One Seaport condo is

the next two awards, first for resident Valerie Almeida. She was
honored for founding the Rosebery Ruskindale Road Neighbor-
hood Association (RRRd). Consalvo said he had worked with
Almeida many times, including when he was a District 5 City
Councilor.

“I want to thank everyone for being here today,” she said. “We
want all the neighborhoods to be the best neighborhoods. I’m just
so amazed and happy and I’m actually very humbled to receive
this award and I’ll just keep plugging away and doing what Dr.
King told us all to do; it was a simple thing: love thy neighbor.
When you do that, everything else just falls into place.”

Okoye also awarded Barbara Gibbs, who has been co-leading
the RRRd. “I just want to say thank you for this award, and our
work is just beginning,” she said. “I want to say to our neighbors
and community, please join in keeping the work going, because
it’s up to us. It’s up to us to make sure our community is well-
represented Downtown by our councilors and all governing agen-
cies. We have to continue to make sure our voices are being heard.”

Nadira Muhammad presented an award to her parents Janean
and Abdullah Muhammad. She said the pair has worked with South-
west Boston Community Development Corporation and the
founders of the Daddy and Me Literacy Program.

“We want to first thank the Creator and the family and friends
in the Hyde Park community,” said Abdaullah. “We’re not going
to stop what we do.”

“I’m also humbled because I don’t think I’ve done enough,”
said Janean.

Also at the meeting, April Ricci saluted her sister Michelle Ricci,
who has worked with the community through turkey donations,
the Juneteenth celebration, her work on Doyle Park and more.

“This is a huge honor and I love Hyde Park and calling it my
home and I intend to be here in the future and work with everyone
on this call,” said Ricci.

Consalo himself introduced Marlon Solomon for his work in
founding the Afrimerican Academy, as well as numerous other
initiatives in the community.

“There are a lot of great people on this call we do a lot of work
with, and we can’t do it without a team,” Solomon said.

Lastly, Consalvo recognized Helena Tongue for her work with
the Belnel Neighborhood Association.

“I greatly appreciate working with my neighbors in the Hyde
Park community and I’m extremely excited, having been a resi-
dent of Hyde Park since 1974, to see this trend of inclusivity in our
community,” she said. “And that great word we’re using over and
over, a ‘Beloved Hyde Park.’”

Correction
In paragraph 3 of the page 1 article of the Jan. 16 edition of The
Bulletin headlined CBPD presents S+S Ideas to HPNA, a clause
of the second sentence reads, “reduce first floor commercial
space in three of the six districts.” It should read, “very likely
reduce first floor commercial space in Cleary Square.”
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The demolition of the site at 1305 Hyde Park Ave., the site of a housing proposal that has been stirring some
things up in the neighborhood.

PHOTO BY MATT MACDONALD

1305 HP Ave. goes before HPNA

11111305 HP305 HP305 HP305 HP305 HP
Continued on page 7
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On Thursday, Jan. 9, the Hyde
Park Neighborhood Association
(HPNA) held its regular monthly
meeting. The main appointment
concerned 1305 Hyde Park Ave.,
a development approved last
month by the Boston Planning &
Development Agency (BPDA)
Board.

Located within the Squares +
Streets planning area for Cleary
Square, the project could be
viewed as a prototype of what may
be coming after the initiative’s new
zoning districts are mapped. Be-
yond that, it is also illustrative of
the neighborhood’s suspicion to-

ward the CBPD.
The application for the transit-

oriented development (TOD) – at
the corner of the one-way block
of Dana Avenue going from the
Hyde Park commuter rail station
– was filed in June as a zoning-
compliant, four-story, 42-unit mar-
ket-rate apartment building with
garage parking for 42 cars.

One floor higher than the larg-
est building on the block and with
nearly double its number of units,
the 1305 proposal had drawn con-
cerns in the area regarding its
height, scale, and parking.

Additionally, during the com-
munity process, an old question
was raised regarding which neigh-
borhood shopping (NS-2) zoning

district the site is located in. Al-
though the CBPD has maintained
that it is in the Cleary Square NS-
2 district and compliant, the point
was made that the site is actually
in an abutting NS-2 district –
clearly delineated and labeled on
the City’s official zoning map for
Hyde Park – in which the proposed
development would not be com-
pliant.

That question had been at the
center of a dispute between the
community and the City back in
2018 regarding the application for
an abutting project (11 Dana Ave.).

The City had argued that the
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Letters to the Editor

WRBPA continued from page 2

No triskaidekaphobia here

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

 Fear of [the sum of] three
and ten—taken from the
Greek and when added to-
gether, thirteen—is called
triskaidekaphobia.  It applies
to people who are very super-
stitious—afraid of black cats
or walking under stepladders;
they are afraid of anything
thirteen.  Hotels accommo-
date their needs by not hav-
ing any rental rooms on that
floor; hotels may use the thir-
teenth floor for other needs.

  But there is no fear of 13
with the city official who al-
lowed for that astonishing
number of speed bumps — go
ahead and count ‘em —
within a quarter mile of each
other on Jamaica Plain’s bu-
colic Allandale Street.  Speed
bumps are not new to JP—
Eliot, Amory, Lamartine, and
Green streets all come to mind
as places where they are in-
telligently separated but some
on Allandale are within a
scant two hundred feet of each
other—a mere lob from
Fenway’s Green Monster to
second base.  If the city wants
to prevent Allandale from be-
ing used as a cut-through, I
understand its motivation, but
is 13 within a very short dis-
tance overkill?  Is there no
wisdom in moderation?

  Very few of Allandale’s
spanking new speed bumps
will impact ambulances ac-

cessing the MassGeneral/
Brigham Faulkner Hospital
from Centre Street; all are lo-
cated between the hospital’s
main entrance and the
Allandale Farm, meaning that
any ambulance coming from
Brookline and Route 9 will
thump more than a dozen
times on its emergency
run.  Pity the poor patient.  

Meanwhile, all motor-
ists using Allandale will
now have to worry about
their struts and suspension
if they travel at the same
rate they used to; if they
slow down thirteen times,
their brakes are being se-
verely taxed—certainly a
win in either case for local
auto mechanics.

BHIA AND WRHS
ESTABLISH TRUST

To the Editor:
  The West Roxbury Histori-

cal Society seeks inclusion un-
der the umbrella of the Bellevue
Hill Improvement Association
for the purpose of obtaining non-
profit status. For that reason, the
Bellevue Hill Improvement As-
sociation will establish The
Bellevue Hill Improvement As-
sociation and the West Roxbury
Historical Society Trust.

  Under the terms of the trust,
the trustees shall be the President
of the BHIA and the President of
the WRHS. The assets of the
West Roxbury Historical Society
shall then be transferred into the
trust and shall be administered
and preserved as assets of the
trust under the non-profit status
of the Bellevue Hill Improve-
ment Association.

  President of BHIA,
Antonina Guarino and President
of WRHS, Sandi Serkess agree
that the abovementioned trust
will enable WRHS to maintain
control of its assets and to pro-
vide additional assurances that
the historical documents and
artifacts possessed by the WRHS
will be safely maintained and
protected for West Roxbury resi-
dents and the public at large.

  WRHS access remains by
appointment only via Sandi
Serkess, secondarily, via BHIA
Board.

  Antonina Guarino BHIA
Sandi Serkess WRHS

NOTHING BEATS
FACE TO FACE

To the Editor:
As I read the news story (

Road Diet and River St. Bridge
big topics at SWBCA, Boston
Bulletinr, Jan. 9), once again we
went to a virtual mode. Accord-
ing to the story, the Southwest
Boston Community
Association met in joint session
with the West Roxbury Civic
Association with a bevy of
elected officials and city staffers.
Boy, that screen must have
looked crowded, huh? All told
there were 50 folks from
Roslindale, Hyde Park and West
Roxbury zooming on a screen.

Hyde Park folk are probably
very concerned about the ongo-
ing saga of the River
Street Bridge, while I would think
the West Roxbury folk are very
concerned about the
dreaded Road Diet along Centre
Street and the community’s busi-
ness district  which has affected
both positive and negative re-
sponses to the skinny on Centre
Street.

One Roslindale resident
brought up numerous issues she
had with the road diet that
changed everything back in
2023. She stated some adverse
things that came out of the road
diet including lack of parking,
slow drive times, etc. She posed
her questions in the comment
section of the screen which was
read aloud  by the zoom meet-
ing host. At some point thereaf-

ter this resident asked the Aoom
leader if the meeting was a place
where folks could have their
voices heard. At the end of this
news story, the zoom host for the
SWBCA announced that to get
involved and receive notices of
future meetings, folks should
send  emails.

Once again, I state it is time
for real in-person meetings
again where folks can
actually come together and talk
to each other. Screen time isn’t
working well when it comes to
discussing issues, interacting,
finding points of contention and
points of agreements. Zoom
meetings are never better than
in-person meetings, whether it
is neighborhood group meetings
or government agency hearings.
Nothing replaces folks being in
the same room listening to each
other and communicating the
pros and cons of issues of debate.

Keep the zoom option for
those unable to attend meetings
in the neighborhood but make
sure going forward people start
gathering together in person.
Solving things means face to
face, not screen to screen. Zoom-
ing means lower participation
and maybe that is what some
community people or folks from
City Hall want? Government?
We are the government. Either
we run it or it runs us. Never be
afraid of standing up in a crowd
and speaking your piece loud and
clear for all to hear.

Sal Giarratani
East Boston

worth four houses, he attested. He wondered aloud why Boston
is not seeing this money. Weber said that when Menino devel-
oped the expansive and expensive Seaport District he did not
think of the rest of the city. Currently, due to Proposition 2.5,
which sets a cap at 2.5 percent on the annual tax levy, he said
Boston adheres to this as a way to prevent leaving future admin-
istrations in the hole. In the big picture, Weber asserted that Bos-
ton is more fiscally responsible than most cities.

Weber brought up work he is doing to prevent wage theft viola-
tions. “Mayor Marty Walsh had an executive order for the city to not
give contracts to companies who have wage theft violations in their
past. It’s a great idea but it’s never been enforced,” he said. To that
end, his office, in conjunction with the mayor, has drafted an ordi-
nance to not give leases to companies who have those violations in
their past. He also brought up the strong desire for a new senior
center in West Roxbury, but admitted that would take a lot of time,
so in the interim more funding should go to the pop=up senior center
at the Elks Lodge.

Santana grew up in Boston Housing Authority (BHA) apartments
in Mission Hill and is also committed to affordable housing. Santana
said that he does not have as much interaction as he would like
with constituents due to being an at-large versus district city coun-
cilor, thus he is having an informal gathering at Recreo cafe in
West Roxbury on February 15 to speak one-on-one. For more
information on WRBPA, e-mail wrbpa2@gmail.com.
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WRCIA continued from page 1
hended.

Captain Michael Hegarty,
the new BPD District E-5
Commander, introduced him-
self and offered more on the
Weld Street incident.  “That
victim was targeted,” said
Hegarty. “I don’t think there
needed to be a community
alert. It was a long, exhaustive
investigation, which is a great
thing. We have time on our
side to build a case.”

Hegarty is no stranger to
the area or policing. He said
he grew up in Roslindale/
West Roxbury, has served on
the force in Jamaica Plain,
Brighton, the K-9 unit, and
Mattapan. “I’m happy to be
here. I’m very familiar with
the community. My philoso-
phy is  people  helping
people.”

Hegarty plans to go to all
the community meetings and
said he wants to focus on
traffic enforcement. When
asked about shoplifting at
local stores, he will be get-
ting officers to stop by stores,
introduce themselves to the
managers and walk around the
stores to show a presence.

District 6 City Councilor
Ben Weber said he is looking
at traffic issues, as one attendee
talked about green traffic lights

which allow both a car to turn
and a pedestrian to walk at the
same time, inviting a collision.

“We’re working with Chief
of Streets Jascha Franklin-
Hodge to eliminate those and
make the streets safer. You see
another situation like that you
can contact us.”  Weber says to
create a tracking number; one
can file a complaint via 311 and
call then his office. The loca-
tion of the problem can also
complicate the process.

“The Arborway is a state-
run road, the DCR (Department
of Conservation Recreation)
has jurisdiction over that,” said
Weber. Questions were also
raised about the West Roxbury
Parkway/Belgrade Avenue
bridge project and when it
would be completed. Weber
said he’d received an update on
that. “The advisory they sent on
Belgrade is six-to-eight weeks.
The most obstruction will be
the first three-to-four weeks.”

This was City Councilor At-
Large Julia Mejia’s first meet-
ing with the WRCIA and as
such she described her style in
the City Council. “I’m always
barking about something. I
walked in with a chip on my
shoulder,” she said. “I’ve been
thinking about my platform,
about growing some muscle.”

Her approach is to work
with all groups regardless of
their politics, religion, race, or
district which fits better with
the role of an at-large councilor
who represents everyone. She
heads up a Quality-of-Life Task
Force and a Government Ac-
countability Task Force as a
way of doing more from a com-
munity engagement perspec-
tive. “This is how we build a
city. My concern is that people
feel heard.” Mejia distributed
her card and encouraged people
to call her. “You paid for these
cards,” she joked.

Keogh distributed a copy
of a Cease-and-Desist letter
he is sending to unknown in-
dividuals who are represent-
ing WRCIA on social media.
He is asking all these indi-
viduals to stop their unautho-
rized usage of the WRCIA
name. The letter says that if
the activity does not cease, a
lawsuit will be filed in an ef-
fort to learn the identity of the
unknown, unauthorized users
of the WRCIA name and like-
ness.  “I don’t know who they
think their president is. I don’t
know who they think anybody
is. They are using the name.
If they want to be, there is go-
ing to be an election in May.
They have a Facebook page that
belongs to us.”

The next WRCIA meeting is
Feb. 11, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.
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The Forbes Building, left, and the proposed building for 561 Centre St., right.
COURTESY PHOTO

Legals

market-rate housing as the own-
ership led by the Jamaica Plain
Company nears the expiration of
its general partnership in 2026.”

The Mayor’s Office of Hous-
ing clarified that last point in a
reply to The Bulletin the next
day. “The limited partnership
will be paid the appraisal value
of the property [in 2024 the
building was appraised at $10
million].

“The buyout means that the
property owner will have restric-
tive covenants that will make the
building 100 percent affordable
and allow legacy tenants to re-
main in their long-term homes.
The building will be owned by
a new LLC entity committed to
preserving affordability and pro-
viding services to elderly ten-
ants.”

The 2024 $10 million city
grant will go to buy out the lim-
ited partnership.

In other news, on Jan. 6 At-
torney Richard Lynds, repre-
senting Chris Stamatos, said he
thought he would receive ap-
proval from the Jamaica Pond
Association (JPA) for the revised
plans of 561 Centre housing, but
was disappointed.

Rolling along since July
2024, Stamatos proposes a long,
four-story, 12-unit apartment
house with eight onsite parking
spaces to replace a long-closed
gas station.

Readers with long memories
will recall that five years ago, the
JPA enthusiastically supported
Max Gitlin’s plans for a butcher
shop on the site, but for various
reasons those plans evaporated.

At the first meeting of 2025,
JPA zoning chair Kevin
Moloney wanted Lynds to focus
only on “what changes are in the
revised plans.”

Lynds said there were four:
the first, to incorporate more
windows on the Lakeville Road
side and reduce the height from

46 feet to 40 feet, but maintain-
ing a four-story building. This
would be achieved, said Lynds,
by reducing the ceiling height of
the upper level apartments. In
addition, the Lakeville corner
commercial space would be in-
creased “to make it more mar-
ketable.”

Lynds said the larger space
would attract a law office or real
estate firm.

Lynds went on, “the BPDA
[CBPD] wanted less parking
and more bikes” so the rear park-
ing lots  have been reduced to
six spaces.

On the screen share Lynds
showed two plans; the first a dia-
gram of a long building with a
curved facade at the Lakeville
corner where the first floor com-
mercial space is planned. The
building is broken up at the rear
with two indented parking areas
flanked by 40-foot stairwells.

The second shows a Centre
Street elevation of a long build-
ing with a squat mansard roof,
with 14 windows on each floor
and no street doors; entrances
are at the corners.

Eileen Brito of Rosa Design
is the architect. Reaction was
quick and Mark Zanger was up
first.

“It’s still four stories,” he
said. “It doesn’t seem like much
has changed.”

Zanger seemed particularly
concerned with safety in what
he called, “the alley behind the
building” which backs up to the
brick apartment buildings on
Goodrich and Lakeville roads.

Maddie Cox came right to
the point. “Nobody is in favor
of this,” she said. “It’s starting
to degrade the character of the
neighborhood.

“Four stories is just too
high. Reduce it to three stories.
I know ‘it’s not profitable for
us’ developers say, but it’s not
our job to make this profitable.”

Jeri said she is part of the
Lakeville Road Condominium
Association. “No communica-
tion with us,” she said. “The
neighbors want more parking
and we get bike racks.” Jeri said
she would approve the plans
with three caveats:  more park-
ing underground, three stories
of residential only and a Cen-
tre Street motor entrance and
exit.

Lynds was given some time
to respond; he said that the cost
increase for an underground ga-
rage “would have to be offset
by higher return on rents.”

He added there are two af-
fordable units.

Parking concerned callers
the most, with one saying that
the Forbes Building has “a sig-
nificant loss of parking from 50
down to 35 and then the
Rogerson and now this,” he
said. “Parking is a big issue.”

Lynds wanted to respond,
but Moloney wanted to go for
a vote and Lynds conceded,
“I’m ready for a vote.”

The vote was unanimous
not to approve, with ten JPA
board members voting.

Lynds wanted a “point of
clarification.”

“This is not acceptable,” he
said. “We’re offering these
changes to reduce the size in ex-
change for support. I will discuss
this with my client.”

One caller wrote in the chat,
after Lynds said this, “it sounds
like blackmail.”

Moloney announced next
steps. “I will send a letter to the
Board of Appeal and the JP zon-
ing committee [with the vote].”

E 13 Police Community
Service Officer Patty DaRosa
announced at the meeting the
recent sale of enVision Hotel,
at 81 South Street, to Victory
Programs as transitional hous-
ing.

As first reported by Univer-
sal Hub on Dec. 30, 2024, SDS
Hospitality sold the building for
$15.8 million.

Opened as a boutique hotel
in 2008, the pandemic forced it
to close in 2020. Victory Pro-
grams began operating the
former hotel as temporary hous-
ing for people from Mass and
Cass in 2022.  Councilor Ben
Weber, who was on the JPA call,
said he understood that Victory
will renovate and improve the
building and add two more
units.

According to UHub, Vic-
tory Programs will “staff the
four-story building 24/7 with
workers who help residents get
treatment and training with the
goal of finding permanent hous-
ing within three to nine months.”

Housing continued from page 1



 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7The BulletinJanuarJanuarJanuarJanuarJanuary 23, 2025y 23, 2025y 23, 2025y 23, 2025y 23, 2025

1305 HP   continued from page 3
NS-2 district in question was a
“scrivener’s error” but never pro-
vided documentation as to how it
had drawn that conclusion. The
question led to a dispute and the
matter went to court. The case was
dismissed due to lack of standing,
but the zoning district/scrivener’s
error at the center of it remained
on the official map and – accord-
ing to the language of the Hyde
Park zoning code (Article 69) –
takes precedence over the zoning
text.

Regarding the 1305 applica-
tion, also relevant was the fact that
– as zoning compliant – it was not
required to have any City-man-
dated Inclusionary Development
Policy (IDP) affordable units.

The application had been
scheduled to go before the BPDA
Board on Oct. 10 but was removed
from that agenda at the eleventh
hour after the question of its zon-
ing compliance and its lack of IDP-
reserved units were brought to the
attention of District 5 City Coun-
cilor Enrique Pepén.

Then, on Oct. 23, a supple-
mental CBPD filing was made that
expanded the 1305 proposal to five
floors and 54 units (seven of which
are IDP units), while cutting its
garage parking in half.

This significant increase in
height and scale – as well as the
halving of its garage parking – was
unexpected and had further exac-
erbated the community concerns
that were already there. It also took
1305 out of zoning compliance,
which was opposite what the de-
veloper – Joe Federico – had re-
peatedly stated as a major goal: to
build an as-of-right, market rate
TOD development.

During an appointment that ran
longer than 45 minutes, Federico
fielded questions from the 20
people who were in attendance –
many of which had to do with
those concerns.

Federico related his version of
the events after Pepén had become
involved that had led to the project
change. As he explained it, there
had been “a whole back-and-forth
with whether or not the car

stackers counted as parking,”
which called zoning compliance
into question.

“Nobody wanted to really
touch it, so it laid in limbo for about
four weeks,” he explained, adding
that the plans examiner handling
it at Inspectional Services had sub-
sequently taken a leave of ab-
sence, adding to his uncertainty.
“I was kind of held there really
not knowing what to do, and so I
made the determination that, if we
add a floor onto it, then we’re
going through the ZBA process,
and we’re going to have afford-
able apartments, and we don’t
have to put the stackers in because
we’re not trying to make a park-
ing requirement to meet zoning.”

Federico went on to say that
he did eventually receive confir-
mation from the City that the
original project was in compli-
ance, but that – by then – he had
already changed the plans, resub-
mitted them, and had received a
refusal letter with the new zon-
ing violations. “I guess, at that
point, it was a choice of which
way to go, and this is the direc-
tion we decided to go: to have the
affordable apartments because the
City wants more affordable
units.”

The seven IDP units are com-
prised of five studios and two one-
bedroom apartments.

Regarding the elimination of
the car stackers that had originally
been proposed – and that doubled
the amount of garage parking –
Federico spoke generally regard-
ing their overall inconvenience,
then went described the design
challenges involved in gaining
appropriate height clearance for
them to work appropriately. He
did, however, acknowledge that
stackers could be used. Immedi-
ately following that, he responded
to a question about the possibil-
ity of bringing them back into the
plan. “I’d consider it,” he started
off, before shifting. “I’ve thought
about it a lot and – the way I feel
now – I just don’t feel like it’s go-
ing to improve the building.”

Federico emphasized how

close the building will be to the
commuter rail. “This really was
designed for renters who com-
mute to Boston who use the
train,” he said, putting forward
that the smaller size of the units
(44 of the 54 apartments will be
studios) should help to keep the
total number of residents down,
despite the relatively high num-
ber of apartments. Requests were
also made to increase the setback
of the building, as well as
greenspace (the proposal includes
street trees, a long planter along
Dana Avenue, and trellising for
vine growth).

No vote was taken on the
project.

Demolition of the two houses
that had occupied the site took
place the next week.

The Zoning Board of Appeal
hearing for 1305 Hyde Park Ave.
is scheduled for Feb. 25.The
HPNA typically meets on the first
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.
in the Municipal Building/BCYF
(1179 River St.). For information,
shoot an email to
hydeparkneighbors@gmail.com.
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DEATHS

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 9

CARNEY

Kathleen T. (Lehane) of West
Roxbury, Kathleen “Kay” died
peacefully and surrounded by
family on Friday, January 16,
2025, at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital,
after a brief illness. She was 96.
Kay was born November 11,
1928, in Boston. She was prede-
ceased by her husband, Patrick
Joseph Carney, Sr. Kay was a
proud member of the Boston
Police Department as a traffic
supervisor serving West
Roxbury. Prior to that, she
worked for many years at the
New England Telephone Com-
pany/NYNEX. Kay was the ma-
triarch of a large and growing
family. She was an early widow
and faced unimaginable pressure
to keep her five young children
safe and cared for, along with
taking care of all the bills, after
losing her husband almost 50
years ago. She succeeded in do-
ing what many women of that
generation couldn’t fathom, and
for that her children will forever
be grateful. She loved nothing
more than having everyone to-
gether at holidays and over the
summer at pool gatherings at her
children’s homes. Kay had an
affinity for fashion right up until
she passed. She could also never
pass up a sale on anything with
sequins or wide brimmed hats.
She also loved her Manhattans,
but could only be made by Ruth
Ann, her daughter-in-law. What
her family will miss most is her
sense of humor. The energy she
brought to any gathering is al-
ready missed. Kay leaves her
children, Patrick J. Carney, Jr.,
Paul Carney (Kathy Carney),
Kevin Carney (Ruth Ann
Carney), Kathleen Carney (Beth
Carney) and John Carney (Cathy
Carney). She also leaves behind
many loving grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. Funeral
from the P.E. Murray-F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, 2000 Cen-
tre Street, WEST ROXBURY.
Interment in St. Joseph Cem-
etery, West Roxbury. For online
g u e s t b o o k ,
pemurrayfuneral.com P.E.
Murray-F.J. Higgins George F.
Doherty & Sons West Roxbury
617 325 2000.

GILMORE
Joseph M. Jr., of Hyde Park,

passed away on January 13,
2025. Devoted father of Anthony
Gilmore. Beloved son of the late
Joseph M. Gilmore and Jeanette
C. (Gouvia). Dear brother of
Cheryle Parrish and her husband
Robert of Norwood and Cynthia
Gilmore-Ulrich and her husband
John of Stoughton. Loving uncle

of Patrick O’Sullivan, and Jo-
seph Ulrich. Funeral from the
William J. Gormley Funeral
Home, 2055 Centre St., West
Roxbury. A Funeral Service will
be held in the Knollwood Memo-
rial Park Chapel, 321 High St.,
Canton, on Thursday, January
23rd at 11am. Relatives and
friends are kindly invited to at-
tend. Interment Knollwood Me-
morial Park.

GORMAN

Charlene (Aldrich) of
Attleboro, formerly of Hyde
Park, Thursday January 9, 2025.
Born in Framingham, she was
the daughter of the late Robert
and Phyllis (Curren) Aldrich.
 Charlene was raised in Ashland,
and later moved to Wellesley.
 She was a graduate of Wellesley
High School, class of 1965, and
went on to attend the Chandler
School for Women.  Charlene
worked for many years for the
City of Boston in the Office of
the Parking Clerk.  Charlene
treasured her family above all,
but a close second was her love
of all things that sparkle. She was
a good friend who loved to make
others happy, until the game was
on the line. She was out to win,
especially when playing UNO,
Pass the Pigs, or Left Right Cen-
ter. Charlene was the beloved
wife of the late Steven L.
Gorman, and the devoted mother
of Amanda Williams and her
husband Matthew of East
Walpole and Scott Gorman and
his wife Carla of Abington.  She
was the sister of Lorraine Aldrich
of Georgia, Gail Aldrich of Ari-
zona, and the late Paul Aldrich.
 She was the proud grandmother
of Abygale Gorman of Abington,
Lorelei and Lydia Williams of
East Walpole, and is survived by
nieces and nephews Michael,
Andrew Dubovsky and Kristin
Daggett, Liam Gorman, and
Michael and James Kereluk. Ser-
vices were held in the Gillooly
Funeral Home, 126 Walpole
Street, Norwood on Friday Janu-
ary 17.  Private interment.  

HARTLEY

Charles F. Jr., of West
Roxbury passed away on Janu-
ary 8, 2025. Beloved son of the

late Charles F. Hartley, Sr. and
Mary E. (Wilson). Loving father
of Sarah M. Hartley and Robert
J. Hartley. Dear brother of Jane
Carew of Woburn, Elynor
Harrington of West Roxbury, and
the late Barbara Hartley-Seltzer,
Ann. F. Hartley, and Sgt. Robert
Joseph Hartley U.S.A. Also sur-
vived by many nieces and neph-
ews. Charles worked as a traffic
line painter, lending over 50
years of enthusiasm, expertise
and precision to every parking lot
or athletic field he painted. He
was a graduate of Chauncey
Hall. He loved West Roxbury
and the neighborhood he grew
up in. He caddied at the country
club, where he developed his
love for golf. He also coached
little league baseball and was an
avid bowler. For many years,
Charles opened his home to
countless international students,
creating many lifelong friend-
ships. In 1997, Charles embarked
on a spiritual journey that he dili-
gently pursued and nurtured
throughout the rest of his life.
Charles valued his spirituality
and shared his message with ev-
ery person he encountered. A
Graveside Service was held on
Tuesday, January 21st at Mt.
Calvary Cemetery, Roslindale.

HARTNETT

Lawrence “Larry” A. Jr. of
Roslindale passed away on Janu-
ary 7, 2025. Beloved husband of
Mary A. (Kenneally) Hartnett.
Devoted father of Mary A.
Bushika and her husband, Cary
of CA, Amy E. Harnett of
Roslindale, John T. Hartnett and
his wife, Kate Hulgan Hartnett of
TX and the late David L. Hartnett.
Dear brother of the late Virginia,
Julia “Anna” and Hubert Hartnett.
Loving grandfather of Timothy,
Emily and Kevin Bushika, Weston
Hartnett, Valerie Garriepy and her
husband, Jesse, Robert and
Olivia Hartnett. Great-grandfa-
ther of Rose Hartnett. Also sur-
vived by many nieces and
nephews. Funeral from the
William J. Gormley Funeral
Home, 2055 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment in St.
Michael Cemetery, Roslindale.
In lieu of flowers, donations in
memory of Larry may be made
to The Arc of Massachusetts,
217 South St., Waltham, MA
02453 or
www.thearcofmass.org For
guestbook,  please visi t
www.gormleyfunera l .com
William J. Gormley Funeral
Service West Roxbury 617-323-
8600.
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Deaths continued from page 8
MICHALOWSKI

Wanda A. (Pieculewicz) of
West Roxbury and Falmouth,
January 14, 2025, at the age of
101. Beloved wife of Stephen
Michalowski, deceased. Mother
of Stephen Michaels (Susan) of
Naples, FL, Claudia DiMuccio
(Kenneth) of Wellesley, Chris-
tine Thompkins-Michalowski
(Bob Tompkins, deceased) of
Milton, Claire Duggan (Frank)
of Hyde Park, Mark
Michalowski (Nancy) of Chest-
nut Hill and Diane Michalowski
Freedland (Barry) of Sharon; sis-
ter to Stanley, Charley, Zenon,
Claude, Alfred and Wally, all
deceased; and loving “Grammy”
to 15 grandchildren and ten
great-grandchildren. Funeral
from The Robert J. Lawler &
Crosby Funeral Home, 1803
Centre St., WEST ROXBURY.
Interment will be private. In lieu
of flowers, donations can be
made in Wanda’s memory to
Sophia Snow Place, 1205 Cen-
tre Street, West Roxbury, MA
0 2 1 3 . 2
www.sophiasnowplace.org/do-
nations For more information
and a full obituary, please visit
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com
Lawler Funeral Home 617-323-
5600.

NALLY

Elizabeth Ann (Sonia) of
West Newton, formerly of
Roslindale, passed away on
January 16, 2025. Beloved wife
of James E. Nally. Devoted
mother of Jessica E. Williams
and her husband Matt of West
Newton. Step mother of the late
Melinda Nally. Loving grand-
mother of Haleigh, Kyle, and
Lily. Dear sister of Mary Ellen
DeMarco and Edward Sonia of
Roslindale. Cherished niece of
Jane Ryan of Dennis and Mar-
garet Ariel of Brewster. Also sur-
vived by many nieces, nephews,
and cousins. Betty Ann was the
definition of a warrior going up
against cancer not once but
twice. She would never let that
interfere with showing up one
hundred and ten percent for the
people she loved the most. Her

greatest joy in life was being a
mother and wife. She found great
comfort in making sure that ev-
eryone knew they were loved and
cared for. Her beautiful spirit will
be sorely missed by all who
loved her. Funeral from the P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
2000 Centre St., West Roxbury.
Interment Mt. Benedict Cem-
etery, West Roxbury. For online
g u e s t b o o k
pemurrayfuneral.com.

PERO
William K. “Bill” Ret. Lt.

BFD. (Ladder #7 Dorchester,
Ladder #4 Roxbury), longtime
resident of West Roxbury passed
away on January 18 2025. Be-
loved husband of Nancy L.
(Albanese) Pero. Devoted father
of Kristi Pero Bennett and her
husband Erik of Bellingham,
Liam Pero (BFD) and his wife
Katie of Norwood, and Scott
Pero and his partner Julio of Or-
lando, FL. Loving Papa of
Brennan and Mia. Dear brother
of Edwina Pero of Attleboro. He
was loved by many nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins. Funeral from
the P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins,
George F. Doherty & Sons Fu-
neral Home, 2000 Centre St.,
West Roxbury. In lieu of flowers
donations may be made in Bill’s
memory to Boston Firefighter’s
Cancer Foundation 55 Hallet St.
Dorchester, MA 02122. For
online guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com. Arrange-
ments by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury. 

POMA

Yolanda (Maglitto), longtime
resident of Roslindale, passed
away on January 9, 2025. Be-
loved wife of the late Jean Poma.
Devoted mother of Elizabeth
Desruisseaux-Poma and her wife
Deborah, and Jon Poma and his
wife Michelle, and the late Mary
Poma and baby Joseph Poma.
Loving Meme of John, Kayla,
and Marissa Poma. Longtime co-
owner of John’s Bakery,
Roslindale. Funeral from the P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
2000 Centre St., West Roxbury.
Interment Gardens Cemetery,
West Roxbury. For online
g u e s t b o o k
pemurrayfuneral.com.

REGAN
John P. of Medway, formerly

of West Roxbury on January 14,
2025. Beloved son of the late
Frank M. and Mary (Mellett)
Regan. Loving brother of Rob-
ert P. Regan of Norwood, Mary

Fiorenza and her husband, Ed-
ward of Norwood and the late
Frank Regan and his surviving
wife, Betty and Gerald Regan.
Also survived by several cous-
ins, nieces and nephews; espe-
cially Julie and Michael. Funeral
from The Robert J. Lawler &
Crosby Funeral Home, 1803
Centre St., WEST ROXBURY.
Interment in St. Joseph Cem-
etery. Graduate Boston College
High School, Class of 1960. For
complete notice, go to
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com
Lawler & Crosby Funeral Home
617-323-5600.

WILCOX

Patricia Ann Lynch of
Roslindale passed away peace-
fully on January 14th, 2025. Lov-
ing mother of her 4 children,
Shawn Wilcox of Denver, Colo-
rado, Kate Wilcox of Roslindale,
Moira Wilcox of Barrington,
Rhode Island and Doreen Wilcox
Little & her husband Robert of
Beverly Hills, California. Loving
sister to the late Mark & Paul
Lynch, and devoted daughter to
the late Frances & Mark Lynch.
Pat is survived by 4 grandchil-
dren; Paul Raymond, Olivia &
Lily Little, and Doro Wilcox. She
adored visiting them in her many
travels across the country. Aside
from her love of family, Pat loved
her country and served as a nurse
in the Navy. In her later years she
joined the army reserves and was
deployed for active duty to Ger-
many for her medical expertise.
Pat also had a great love for the
arts including a musical back-
ground which lead her to join the
Black Catholic choir of Boston.
She loved traveling and globe
trotted around the world to places
like Iceland, Egypt, Russia, all
of Europe, China and many more
countries after retiring from the
Hebrew Rehabilitation Center
where Pat served for 30+yrs as a
Geriatric Nurse Specialist, and
was well known as a fierce ad-
vocate for her elderly patients.
Pat loved life and she lived it to
the fullest. She truly was a force
of nature and she will be greatly
missed by many friends, neigh-
bors and family members. Fu-
neral Service and Interment Pri-
vate. A mass and celebration of
life will be held in the early
spring (details will follow). In
lieu of flowers, donations in
memory of Patricia may be made
to Hope Lodge Center – Boston,
125 South Huntington Ave, Bos-
ton, MA 02130 http://
www.cancer.org/HopeLodge

To advertise,
call the Bulletin

at (617) 361-8400
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Legals

Conserve our resources. Recycle this newspaper.

Classif ieds
HELP WANTED
Assistant Project Manager
(Process Automation) (GZA
GeoEnvironmental, Inc.,
Norwood, MA): Install
geotechncl, structrl, &
environmental instrumentatn
monitorg systms; Optmz
perfrmnce of prjcts by estblshg
data pipelines for prcss optmztn
for civil engneerg systms; Mng
stakehldr risk, & ensure employee
& public safety; Facilitate engrg
rprts & perform data cllctn,
warehousg, & visualzatn using
Power BI & programmg w/
Python; Complete proposals, prjct
submittals, & equipmnt
maintenance. Bachelor’s in
Geotechnical Eng, Environmental
Eng, or rltd fld & 2 yrs exp in job
offered or rltd occ invlvg prcss
optmztn in civil engneerg systms;
assctd telemetry; data cllctn,
warehousing, & visualztn using
Power BI; programmg w/ Python.
Trvl for short-term prjcts reqd.
Salary: $85,600 - $112,350. Send
C.V. to careers@gza.com.

TO ADVERTISE, CALL
THE BULLETIN AT

617.361.8400
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