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Community comes together
after fatal incident
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host Be Brave rally
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About 70 residents attended a community meeting on Monday to address recent violence in Hyde Park.
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Residents held signs and chanted at the rally last week on the West
Roxbury Parkway Rotary.
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The three candidates for District 5 City Councilor (L to R) Winston
Pierre, Sharon Hinton, and Enrique Pepen.
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HPNA, Pryde Host District 5
Candidates Forum

About 50 or so residents came out to the West Roxbury Park-
way Rotary on Friday afternoon last week to protest the recent
actions of the Trump administration, focusing on the recent fed-
eral takeover of Washington D.C.’s police force.

The rally was put together – in about a week – by the West
Roxbury Roslindale chapter of the Massachusetts Progressives
Group. WR Progressives representative Rachel Poliner said the
rally’s inspiration came from the Visibility Brigades, which is a
coalition of groups started in New Jersey. She said they first started
holding up signs on highways with the simplest messages pos-
sible based on current events, and have expanded since then.

“They came up with the theme of this rally, which is ‘Be
Brave,’” Poliner said, noting that it is part of a national cam-

The West Fairmount Hill
Neighborhood Association
(WFH) met with about 60 resi-
dents on Monday at the
Roosevelt Upper Campus to
discuss the recent fatal inci-
dent of Wendy Núñez
Calderon.

Calderon’s family has set
up a GoFundMe page to raise
money to bring Calderon back
to her home country of the Do-
minican Republic. The page,
set up by Annis Mejia, states
that the goal is to “give Wendy
the send-off she deserves.”

Go to https://tinyurl.com/
2rrckvb8 to support the
fundraiser.

The man suspected of the

double shooting, Jonathan
Hernandez, 41, of Hyde Park,
was arraigned in West
Roxbury District Court on
Thursday. According to CBS
News, he pleaded not guilty to
charges of murder, assault and
battery with a dangerous
weapon and assault with intent
to murder.

Hernandez is suspected of
killing Calderon and wounding
Yonnt Peguero German, who
was said to be in stable condi-
tion on Thursday. Hernandez
is due back in court on Sept.
23. CBS News also reported
that Calderon’s family told re-
porters there that she did not
know Hernandez.

WFH President Marcia
Kimm-Jackson, however, said
she did know Hernandez.

“I have not slept well since
Wednesday,” she said. “It’s
been a weird time for me, be-
cause I knew the accused per-
petrator. I knew him well
enough that he had been in my
house. He was going to power
wash my house for me. My
husband said hi to him on
Monday morning last week
taking out the trash.”

Kimm-Jackson said no
matter how close to the inci-
dent neighbors might have
been, through a condition
called collective trauma, all are
affected.

“What happened has us all
affected,” she said. “It’s af-
fected our whole entire neigh-
borhood. We’re affected. And

The second District 5 City
Council Candidate Forum took
place on Thursday, Aug. 14. It ran
90 minutes and was sponsored by
the Hyde Park Neighborhood As-
sociation (HPNA) and The Pryde
LGBTQ Senior Housing. It was
held at The Pryde (59 Harvard
Ave.) and drew about 75 people.

These three candidates are vy-
ing to represent Hyde Park and
parts of Roslindale and Mattapan:

Enrique Pepén
(www.pepenforboston.com) is the
first-term incumbent. He took of-
fice in January of 2024 and is the

chair of the City Services and In-
novation Technology Committee,
as well as the Community Preser-
vation Act Committee. He is also
Vice Chair of three other commit-
tees.

Sharon Hinton
(www.sharonhintond5.com) has
an extensive teaching background
in public, charter, and higher edu-
cation institutions. She is also a
longtime community activist, ad-
vocate and leader, and is the
founder and president of the non-
profit Black Teachers Matter Inc.

Winston Pierre
(www.winstonforboston.com) has
a background in both City Hall and
the State House. He served as the
City’s Director of Diversity and

has experience on the Mayor’s
Commission for People with Dis-
abilities and in the Governor’s
Office of Access & Opportunity.

The forum was split into two
parts. In the first, the moderator –
HPNA President Mimi Turchinetz
– asked four prepared questions.
In the second, she read three ques-
tions selected from the many that
were written and submitted on in-
dex cards by members of the au-
dience.

The format had no built-in fol-
low-ups or rebuttals, greatly cur-
tailing traditional debate.

The forum did, however,
briefly move in that direction in
response to a question about
Squares + Streets (S+S) – Mayor

Wu’s controversial initiative to re-
zone selected neighborhood busi-
ness districts to allow for increased
residential height and density to
better address the housing crisis.

Roslindale Square and Hyde

Park’s Cleary Square were the first
two areas selected for S+S, and
their City Hall-coordinated com-
munity planning processes offi-
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Violence continued from page 1
being affected means some-
thing has shifted in our psyche,
in the way we feel about being
in our community and in our
homes. Events like this really
shake us to our core.”

District 5 City Councilor
Enrique Pepén spoke of his ex-

periences with community dur-
ing the meeting, and said his
family and Calderon’s family
came from the same commu-
nity in the Dominican Repub-
lic.

“As a first-term councilor,
I’m learning how to grieve my-

self; learning how to respond
to this type of situation,” he
said. “My family did know her.
She’s from the same town in
the Dominican Republic where
my family is from. So they
knew immediately.”

Mental Health Councilor
Colleen Sharka said she’s been
working with the Roxbury
Presbyterian Church with Rev.
Liz Walker and helped to form
a community trauma program
and handed out materials.
More information can be
found at https://
rpcsocialimpactctr.org

Grief Councilors for the
City of Boston Community
Healing Response Network
Ana Alves and Nadia
Tennyson also provided re-
sources for residents at the
meeting. Go to https://
tinyurl.com/mrxtvjcw for
more information.

Boston Police Department
(BPD) Captain of the District
E-18 Station Joseph Boyle
spoke during the meeting as
well, and reiterated much of
the details of the incident men-
tioned above. One resident
asked about Pepén’s initial in-
formation given out during the
day of the shooting where he
said the incident was related to

gang activity. Pepén said he
does not believe that to be the
case.

“That was out of the first
report I got from the police de-
partment before I arrived on
the scene, and after that they
told me it was still under in-
vestigation,” he said.

“Things change as you get
more information,” said Boyle.

“Was it gang related?” the
resident said.

“We’re still investigating,
but it doesn’t look that way,”
Boyle said.

Several residents said they
didn’t feel safe anymore in the
community after the shooting.
E-18 Sgt. Carolyn Ivens said
the only other violent reported
incident that month in the
neighborhood was a reported
domestic assault. All speakers
said Hyde Park may have one
or two issues, but overall the
neighborhood is pretty quiet.

Kimm-Jackson reminded
residents during the meeting
that it was important not to
lose sight of what brought
them to the Roosevelt that
night.

“One Wednesday, someone
lost their life,” she said. “So as
we grieve our own pain, loss and
discomfort... That person’s fam-

ily is grieving. She’s not here.”
All speakers said that the

community coming together and
representing the issues is what
makes a neighborhood strong
and it gets the resources from the
municipal government it de-
serves.

“I know this for sure; that
strong neighborhoods are built
when people show up for each
other,” she said, and then ges-
tured to the gathered police.
“These guys and ladies will tell
you, that the best neighborhoods
they see are those where people
come out in droves and create
spaces of care.”

State Rep. Rob Consalvo
said he goes to more than 20
neighborhood meetings a month
in Hyde Park, Roslindale and
West Roxbury, which make up
his district. He said bringing
concerns to the police at these
meetings and getting your
voices heard and possibly add-
ing it to others is the best way to
get results.

“That’s the sign of strong
neighborhoods,” he said.
“People who want to do bad
things don’t go to neighbor-
hoods where people are civi-
cally engaged and active and
have community groups and
block parties.”

“Don’t let this be the only
moment that so many of us get
together to learn about com-
munity and what’s happening,”
Pepén said.

The next WFH meeting is
set for Sept. 14 at 3:30 p.m. at
the Moynihan Playground.
Go to  ht tps : / /
westfhcommunity.org for
more information on the
group and other events.

To advertise,  call the Bulletin
 at (617) 361-8400
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The plan for Penshorn Roofing to be re-adapted to housing.
COURTESY PHOTO

JP opting for more preservation
and less tearing down

JP Choosing PreserJP Choosing PreserJP Choosing PreserJP Choosing PreserJP Choosing Preservvvvvationationationationation
Continued on page 6

Adaptive reuse of old build-
ings achieves two goals: it pre-
serves historic buildings and pre-
serves familiar corners of the
neighborhood.

Two of the most significant
examples in Jamaica Plain are the
old high school on Elm Street that
was converted to condominiums
in 1983 and the District E-13
Boston Police Station on
Seaverns Avenue converted to
housing a decade later.

Jamaica Plain appears to be
on a roll with adaptive re-use in
2025; three conversions of older
buildings are now underway and
a fourth was recently approved.

The former Doyle’s Pub has
been gutted to three walls sup-
ported by wood framing around
which Elaine Scales has designed
housing and a roof top patio pre-
serving that familiar Williams
Street corner.

At 305 Chestnut, the 1841
Fowle House is being carefully
built out as six condominiums by
owner Colm O’Shea, who saved
it from demolition despite some
neighbors’ opposition.

The biggest of all is Blessed
Sacrament that architects

Dimela-Schaffer have designed
as housing and performance
space.

The construction trailer was
set up during the first week of
August.

At 28-30 Carolina Avenue, on
July 29 the ZBA approved
Michael Minkoff’s plan to con-
vert the two-story brick Penshorn
Roofing company  building and
adjacent wood frame carriage
house into housing.

These will be converted into
six condominiums, three in each
building; and except for new dor-
mers and raised roofline on the
brick house the same familiar
buildings facing South Street
across the tennis courts will re-
main.

It’s not certain if the distinc-
tive metal lettered PENSHORN
ROOFING sign can be saved.
News about redevelopment of
the roofing company leaked out
in 2022 and Jamaica Plain histo-
rian Jenny Nathans researched
the property for the JP Historical
Society.

The brick building was built
in 1903 by August Spiegel as a
sausage factory to serve his
downtown German delicatessens
on Eliot and Summer streets.

  Spiegel also built the car-

riage barn for eight horses and
an upstairs hostler suite; wagons
delivered his sausages door to
door.

The buildings were sold in
1918 to Joseph Griffin, who used
the factory building to pasteur-
ize, bottle and deliver milk until
about 1956.

Everett Penshorn bought the
buildings for his roofing com-
pany in 1960.

Attorney Mark LaCasse pre-
sented Minkoffs’s plans to the
Jamaica Plain zoning committee
on June 4. LaCasse explained
that after abutters meetings in
2024, the plans were revised
down from nine to six units.

Gary Hendren is the architect

RicharRicharRicharRicharRichard Heathd Heathd Heathd Heathd Heath
Staff Reporter
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How to be an anomaly

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

 Just before the July strike
by Aramark workers at Fenway
Park, I was privileged to re-
ceive two tickets to a Red Sox
game.  Not just any tickets in
the bleachers or grandstand but
to what are now called field
boxes—about eight rows be-
hind home plate.  Needless to
say, the view of the field and
the players was fabulous.

  Surprising to me was the
constant presence of beer
vendors.  Having worked for a
couple of summers at Fenway
as a teen, you go to where the
money is, and in this case it’s
the high-priced seats (unless the
vendors now bid for locations
by seniority).  Hardly a minute
went by when there were no
beer vendors hawking their
wares in the aisle.  It was no
place for an AA member to
sit.  The price of a beer is as-
toundingly high but this did not
stop all the other fans in the
area—many of them presum-
ably pulling in serious six-fig-
ure salaries—from continually
whipping out their twenty-dol-
lar bills and credit cards to pur-
chase Bud Lite, Blue Moon,
Sam Adams, Coors Lite and
Truly (an alcoholic seltzer) as
well as the occasional lemon-
ade, pretzels and other such
non-alcoholic products.

But I’m an
anomaly.   Smuggling in candy,
I refuse to purchase items in
ballparks and arenas; I refuse
to support these huge compa-
nies that rip off the public with
their pricing policies.  Yes, I’m
aware that vendors are partially
paid on commission but for the
vast majority this is their sec-
ond job and they’re already
making GREAT money without
my need to stoke Aramark’s
price gouging.

  My refusal to buy actually
goes back a long time.  Decades
ago attending the circus on a
tight budget, my wife and I

would remind our kids that
once inside the Garden we were
there to enjoy the circus, not to
buy food or souvenirs.  This
made the walk to and from our
seats somewhat difficult, as all
the vendors were on either sides
of the aisles and ramps hawk-
ing their wares. Unlike thou-
sands of other attendees, we
purchased neither food nor sou-
venirs, much to the chagrin of
the vendors and hawkers.

  As a child, I attended one
baseball game a year with my
father.  I could buy only one
item, and that was ice
cream.  Thus I grew up with the
habit of not supporting conces-
sions, especially the high-
priced ones that sold Red Sox
caps, shirts and little wooden
bats.

  In 1967 the Stone Poneys
had a hit song, which began
with “You and I travel to the
beat of a different drum.”  I
suppose all of us, at one time
or another follow the beat of a
different drum.  At Fenway,
Gillette and the Garden——the
very, very few times I go there
in my old age—you can call me
a killjoy but I still follow this
different drum beat of not buy-
ing overpriced products.

IN SUPPORT OF
SAFETY EFFORTS

To the Editor:
We support Councilors Ben

Weber and Enrique Pepen’s ef-
forts to improve the safety of Hyde
Park Ave., particularly in light of
the death of Glenn Inghram on
Hyde Park Ave. at Forest Hills in
2024, when he was hit and killed
by an MBTA bus while legally
crossing the street in a crosswalk.
Unfortunately, per a recent Bulletin
report (8/14/25), the Boston Trans-
portation Department now has
scrapped its previous plan to imple-
ment safety improvements to Hyde
Park Ave. and currently plans
merely to repave it.

Meanwhile, by most accounts,
safety on Centre St. in the heart of
West Roxbury Center has increased
exponentially as a result of the
street’s recent redesign.  We believe
that Councilors Weber and Pepen
will succeed in their efforts to
bring much needed safety to Hyde
Park Ave. and urge the City to sup-
port their efforts.  In order to pre-
vent one more preventable death,
it is the right thing for the City to
do.

Patricia Connors, on behalf
of West Rox Bikes

West Roxbury

WE NEED DISTRICT-WIDE
BELL-TO-BELL POLICY
FOR CELLPHONE AND
SOCIAL MEDIA

To the Editor:
On August 12, the Boston City

Council Committee on Education
heard testimony on Docket #0905
— an “order for a hearing to dis-
cuss the impacts of social media
on Boston Public School stu-
dents.” The hearing raised an im-
portant question: how well can
students learn and thrive when
cellphones and social media are
in the classroom?

Sociedad Latina’s teen Youth
Leaders and Executive Director,
Alexandra Oliver-Dávila, partici-
pated in the panel to provide rec-
ommendations on cell phone and
technology policies. “Our young
people deserve to be in a place free
from devices where they can con-
centrate, where they can engage
and talk to other people, and build
belonging and build a sense of
community, and build the social
skills that are being taken away
from this technology,” Oliver-
Dávila stated.

They outlined strategies for
Boston Public Schools to increase
digital citizenship, educate stu-
dents, families and school staff
about AI and classroom technol-
ogy and support parents in moni-
toring their children’s screen hab-
its through open conversations
about social media.

Ana, a Youth Leader, said,
“many times [young people] are
using [our cellphones] without
thinking of its consequences. Be-
cause of this, I believe that it is
necessary to receive some kind of
ethical education… so that we
are able to learn how to use tech-
nology conscientiously and re-
sponsibly.”

This issue is part of their
“Teens and Technology” cam-
paign, which pushes for student
and caregiver involvement in de-
ciding how policy will be imple-

mented and enforced, as well as
the kinds of community building
schools should foster.

“Students should participate
in the implementation of this
policy. Our voices need to be
heard when it comes to the disci-
pline that is fair for not comply-
ing with the policies,” Laura, an-
other Youth Leader, testified. “We
want students to work together to
build stronger communities…and
everyone to be in agreement be-
cause those policies can be used
for the benefit of the students.”

Boston Public Schools has no
district-wide mandatory bell-to-
bell policy; individual schools
can set their own. The English
High School began adopting a
cellphone policy in 2018 using
Yondr pouches, which lock
phones to create phone-free
spaces. Principal Caitlin Murphy
testified that before Yondr,
cellphone use often led to con-
flicts, with students videotaping
peers, sending hurtful messages
and engaging in disputes across
school communities. Since then,
the policy has evolved to empha-
size community building and
clear communication between
school, students and families.

Community-based organiza-
tions have also taken steps.
Wandel Tropman, an alumnus of
The English High School and
Sociedad Latina, shared that
Sociedad Latina piloted a
cellphone policy in summer
2024 to boost engagement. As a
result, Youth Leaders became
more involved in activities, took
on leadership roles, and built
stronger peer connections. Par-
ents have been supportive, not-
ing the benefits of time away
from phones and social media.

Studies have reported a
negative correlation between
social media use and youth men-
tal health. “The surgeon general
informed the public that it can-
not be concluded based on the
evidence that social media is
safe for young people,” said
Liza Hirsch, Director of the
Children’s Justice Unit at the
Massachusetts Attorney
General’s Office. “Our office
has filed lawsuits against Meta,
Instagram and TikTok for vio-
lating consumer protection laws
by intentionally designing their
applications to addict young us-
ers… and deceiving the public
about the dangers posed to
young people by overuse of
their products.”

Opponents of this order fo-
cused on cellphone use during
emergencies. Community re-
source officers at Boston Public
Schools have signed a letter stating
it is safer for students not to have
phones in an emergency, so they can
follow directions and avoid draw-
ing attention to themselves. In such
cases, parents can call the school and
students can use the office phone if
needed.

Now more than ever, Boston
Public Schools should implement
a district-wide bell-to-bell policy
for cellphone and social media use
during the school day. Our
young people deserve freedom
from distractions to engage
deeply in learning, build re-
sponsible digital habits and

strengthen their mental and
emotional health. They should
thrive in an environment that
fosters safety, inclusivity and
success.

Maria Grande
Director of Development

Sociedad Latina

WE CALL ON THE
ENC BOARD TO
STOP THEIR CAMPAIGN
OF DECEPTION

To the Editor:
As Boston Public Schools

moms, community leaders, and
co-organizers of the 600+ signa-
ture petition supporting the White
Stadium renovation, we are speak-
ing out against the Emerald Neck-
lace Conservancy’s continued op-
position to the project: “ENC, its
wealthy, anonymous backers, and
Josh Kraft are continuing their tired
sabotage campaign against the Bos-
ton Public Schools and a White Sta-
dium renovation that is already well
underway. After more than two
years of public meetings and their
resounding defeat in court, it is
time for ENC to accept that the
renovation is happening. We call
on ENC to listen to the BPS stu-
dents, coaches, after-school orga-
nizations, park advocates and
community members who have
endorsed the project and are ready
for an inspiring new chapter for BPS
athletics and White Stadium. We
call on Karen Mauney Brodek and
the ENC Board to stop their cam-
paign of deception, or resign to al-
low new leadership that is able to
be a good and honest partner for the
City and its residents.”

Sincerely, 
Dot Fennell and Beth Santos

White Stadium Supporters
organizers

END WHITE STADIUM
MISINFORMATION
CAMPAIGN

To the Editor:
Franklin Park Coalition urges

end to the misinformation campaign
about the renovation of White Sta-
dium: “Franklin Park Coalition
supports Mayor Wu’s White Sta-
dium renovation, ending years
of disinvestment in the park and
the crumbling stadium. Our
board and leadership have been
actively involved throughout
more than 60 public meetings,
building on our decades-long
stewardship of Franklin Park.
Under the landmark lease agree-
ment, the City will retain con-
trol, guarantee year-round BPS and
community use, and secure $2 mil-
lion a year in team-funded mainte-
nance and operations — plus park
and community improvements.
Right now, the stadium closes at 4
p.m. on weekdays; under the new
plan, it will be open seven days a
week, morning to evening — more
than doubling public access. This
project delivers jobs, local contract-
ing, internships for BPS students and
a state-of-the-art facility without new
City operating costs.

If opponents get their way, we
will break another promise to BPS
students and the communities of
Franklin Park. That is unaccept-
able. It is time to move forward.

Rickie Thompson
President of the Franklin

Park Coalition
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Forum continued from page 1
cially kicked off in early 2024,
right after Pepén – who represents
both areas supports the initiative –
took office.

It would become the major
ongoing District 5 issue of his first
term, and would bring much sus-
tained pushback from residents in
both neighborhoods, which he al-
luded to in his response.

“Roslindale already passed,
and it was, it was a… it was a pro-
cess. There were a lot of debates,
there was a lot of conversation
about this,” he said of the
Roslindale Square S+S zoning
map that was adopted earlier this
year. Touching on Cleary Square,
he stated his appreciation of a citi-
zens petition filed by neighbor-
hood residents, but went into no
detail, aside from saying that he
had been able to talk to the Chief
of Planning about it. “So that con-
versation is with the residents.”

That petition was submitted
by a volunteer ad hoc committee,
at its own expense, to the Zoning
Commission more than a year
ago. It formally requested amend-
ments to elements of the previ-
ously approved six S+S districts
that raised concerns. Leading up
to that approval, and throughout
the community planning process,
there were many ongoing com-
plaints.

These were echoed by Pierre,
who focused on Pepén’s use of
the word “process”and offered his
own interpretation of it as “a short
way to say that it was a disaster.”
He went on to say about S+S that
“the lack of transparency, the lack
of community input was absolutely
unacceptable.”

Hinton also shared her posi-
tion, saying that “building up
higher and not having businesses
so that people can afford to stay
here and make money to be here
is not the solution.”

The candidates also addressed
another big, ongoing District 5 is-
sue: Crane Ledge Woods.

Development plans for it are
again in the works, but there is also
much community support to keep
it as an urban wild. All three can-
didates acknowledged that the Ju-
bilee Christian Church – the owner
of the land, which overlooks
American Legion Highway and is
near the meeting point of Hyde
Park, Mattapan, and Roslindale –
should be fairly compensated in
any sort of transaction with the
City, but they also acknowledged
that the two sides were too far
apart.

“There has to be a compro-
mise between not just the City and
the developers, but also the resi-
dents, the different nonprofits that
are involved, and the different lev-
els of government that can really
find a solution to this because Ju-
bilee deserves money, but we also
need to preserve that land,” Pepén
said. “We have to find the middle
ground. That’s the approach
we’re taking.”

During the forum, the candi-
dates’ favored methods became
clear:

Pepén brought up policy that
he has headed, taken part in, and
voted in favor of, and highlighted
his strong connection to the Dis-
trict 5 communities. Rebutting
Pierre’s S+S comments (during
which he connected Pepén – as

Vice Chair of the Ways and
Means Committee – to the lack
of funding for the housing accel-
erator program) he cited examples
of “the amount of money that we
have invested – a historic num-
ber in the City of Boston – to-
wards the affordability of the
city.”

Hinton – commenting on im-
proving accessibility for
peoplewho will live in approxi-
mately 800 units set to go up
along a transit and retail starved
light industrial stretch of Hyde
Park Avenue between Cleary and
Wolcott squares – gave an all-pur-
pose answer. “The reason that
I’m running is because I’m very
good at bringing in coalitions of
people that are smarter than me
in order to “come up with a bet-
ter idea. Because what we have
now is not working.”

Pierre more than once brought
up the City’s AAA-rating and the
issuance of municipal bonds to
address issues such as
affordability, homelessness, and
public transportation improve-
ments.

“It’s not because there’s a lack
of money,” he said. “It’s only be-
cause there’s a lack of priorities.
When I get elected, I will priori-
tize making sure we treat every
single Bostonian with dignity.”

The voter registration deadline
is Aug. 30. Early voting begins on
Saturday, Aug. 30 and
continuesthrough Friday, Sept. 5.
For information, visit
www.boston.gov/earlyvoting.

The preliminary municipal
election for the District 5 City
Council seat is on Tuesday, Sept.
9.The top two vote getters will
continue on to the municipal elec-
tion on Tuesday, Nov. 4.
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your ad could be here!

JP Choosing Preservation continued from page 3
and he described the plans for the
six, for-sale  townhouse-style
units, three in each building.

Aside from the addition of
dormers and a slightly raised roof
line on the brick building to ac-
commodate living space,
Hendren said there are no other
changes.

“[Minkoff] is a good builder
with attention to detail,” Hendren
said.

Minkoff and Hendren have
significant experience in adap-
tive reuse that LaCasse briefly
mentioned at the Jamaica Plain
Zoning Committee (JPZC).

In 2012, Minkoff bought the
1862 New Hope Baptist Church,
at 740 Tremont St. and Hendren

built out the interior as eight con-
dominiums.

Retaining the Tremont Street
side with its corner steeple, the
only changes Hendren made
were on the Concord Street side
with two doors and roof dormers
for two townhouses.

Adaptive reuse was not an
option developer Joseph
Federico seemed to prefer at 19
Kenton Rd.

A year ago, Federico pro-
posed to raze the circa 1870 farm-
house and replace it with a new,
six-unit townhouse building de-
signed by McKay Architects.

After a series of long public
meetings beginning in August
2024, the neighbors on the
Kenton Road cul de sac and the
Stonybrook Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (SNA) were united in
opposing anything less than pre-
serving the existing house.

SNA turned to the Boston
Landmarks Commission to stop
the development, and it submit-
ted a petition to designate the
house a Boston landmark in No-
vember 2024.

The Landmark Commission
approved landmark status on July

8, the mayor approved it the same
day, and the city council ratified
the designation on Aug. 6.

Federico could not be reached
for comment and his next step is
uncertain.

He could conceivably do
what Alan Sharaf did with 106
Forest Hills St. Facing similar
SNA and Glen Road neighbors'
opposition throughout 2018 to
raze the long vacant circa-1870
house and replace it with a three-
story, nine-unit condominium
building, Sharaf withdrew his
plans at the Oct 10, 2018 meet-
ing of the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals (ZBA).

Sharaf went on in 2019 to re-
store the old house and add a twin
addition with a total of eight con-
dominiums completed in 2022.

Turning to the Boston Land-
marks commission to success-
fully stop development of 19
Kenton Rd. is a precedent in Ja-
maica Plain.

This approach was consid-
ered in 2022 with the Poor Clare
Sisters monastery at 920 Centre
St. The Sisters wanted their 1934
monastery torn down rather than
reused when they sold their
property. Facing neighborhood
opposition which even called in
a preservation organization, the
Sisters relented and sold their
property without that restric-
tion.

The former monastery is
now planned for income-re-
stricted senior housing. That is
also facing neighborhood oppo-
sition based on size.

Conserve our resources.
Recycle this newspaper.
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Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

ERNAERNAERNAERNAERNA
Continued on page 8

ERNA wants more civility
at Ross Playground

Dilani YDilani YDilani YDilani YDilani Yogaratnamogaratnamogaratnamogaratnamogaratnam
Staff Reporter

On Aug. 11, the East River
Neighborhood Association
(ERNA) held its monthly meet-
ing, in a virtual setting, and
most of the members wanted to
discuss the inconveniences in-
curred by neighbors in relation
to Ross Playground, the multi-
purpose field in the neighbor-
hood.

Patricia Odom and Barbara
Hamilton co-hosted the meet-
ing and also issued their own
strong opinions on needed in-
tervention at the field.

Members said the problems
mostly take place on weekends,
when permitted sports teams
play their games and stay well
into the night, parking cars
which block off neighbors’
driveways. Member Joy Oliver
said the frustration is ongoing
and she is tired of making 911
calls. This past weekend, she
said she called twice to discuss
large trucks blocking drive-
ways. She said she waited 30
minutes between calls to get a
response. When the police ar-
rived, one of the car owners ran
over from the park and asked
not to be ticketed. The officer
pointed out he was blocking a
driveway and the person appar-
ently debated whether that was
true before begrudgingly mov-
ing.

A resident named C King
brought up a silver lining that
the softball team will not have
its permit renewed.  “At least
we know there’s going to be a
permanent resolution.”

Oliver said that was good
but they needed to do better for
the rest of this season which

runs through October.
Beyond the cars affecting

Oliver’s residence and her
neighbors, even more cars
blocked the tow-zone side of
the street near Westminster
Street. Again, when the officer
started to ticket, many individu-
als ran to their cars.

“There was a lady in the
park and she was melting down
pretty bad,” Oliver said, which
prompted another 911 call. Dis-
trict 5 City Councilor Enrique
Pepén’s office stated there will
be a meeting with the police to
discuss this matter.

In the meantime, neighbors
can direct complaints to the
Permanent Permits Officer,
Paul J. McCaffrey. Oliver put
his email address in the chat
section of the virtual meeting
(paul.mccaffrey@boston.gov).
Previously, Oliver has ex-
pressed her concerns to the
Parks Department without
much success and learned that
she needed to contact the per-
son in charge of permitting.
Hamilton suggested e-mails
versus phone calls so there is a
record.

Eddie Conley, policy/con-
stituency coordinator for
Pepén’s office, clarified that
Paul McCaffrey works for the
Parks Department so he does
not have the authority to issue
parking violations.

“He can, however, encour-
age the Parks Department to be
stricter with whom they allow
to have permits or having a bet-
ter criteria to attract more re-
spectful people.” He also sug-
gested calling 311, and while
they don’t have the authority to
send out officers, they can write
a report which is good for

records.
“Critical mass really drives

change in the city. Continue to
make those phone calls, send
those e-mails.”

Zoe Petty, newly-appointed
Hyde Park liaison for the Of-
fice of Neighborhood Services,
mentioned she is excited to help
Hyde Park achieve more road
safety through day lighting,
new crosswalks and islands on
major roads. But her biggest
talking point was on finding
solutions for Ross Playground.
She suggested the creation of a
community group, Friends of
Ross Field.

“If enough city residents are
interested in this, the city can
support you in starting that. So
residents will have more of a
voice in the upkeep of Ross
Field,” she said.

She acknowledged the in-
conveniences of the current
softball team who block drive-
ways and are loud on the week-
ends, but said she wanted more
permanent solutions. Hamilton
said a Friends group is needed
and she would support whoever
decided to lead it, but it would
not be her.

“It’s needed at Ross Field
because we have constant is-
sues there; students hanging
out.”

Odom asked if they would
be able to talk to the principal
of the Boston Prep Charter
School about students’ vandal-
izing. Petty has reached out to
the schools to ask if they
wanted to connect to the neigh-

borhood groups. She said her
goal is to unite the schools and
community groups.

 “I will be starting that con-
versation and hopefully they
will join in these meetings.”
Dan Asia, a resident on Reddy
Street, said she has reached out
to the school. “How can we
encourage mutual respect, so

students aren’t ringing door-
bells and running or using fire-
crackers?”

 She said police intervention
would only escalate the situa-
tion.

“The Parks Department
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CANNIFF
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531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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DEATHS
CATALANO

Mary A. “Maria” (Musto), of
Roslindale, passed away peace-
fully surrounded by her loving
family on August 15, 2025, at the
age of 97. Born in Revere, MA
and raised in Montefalcione,
Italy. Known affectionately as
Maria, she lived a life filled with
devotion, family, and love. She
shared a beautiful life of 66 years
with her late husband, Ennio
Catalano. Maria and Ennio met
in Naples, Italy and married in
1955.  One year later, they em-
barked on their journey to
America, Maria pregnant with
twins. They settled in Roslindale,
MA, raising their twins Mario
and Diana. They were devoted

parishioners of Sacred Heart and
active members of the local Ital-
ian American
community. Maria’s legacy con-
tinues through her children
Mario J. Catalano and his wife
Mary K. of Sandwich, MA; and
Diana A. Orthman and her hus-
band Dennis P. of West Roxbury,
MA.  She was the loving Nonnie
for her grandchildren Robert
Orthman, Jennifer McCullough
(Michael), Kristen Orthman,
Mark Catalano (Laura), Janice
Piscatelli (Andrew), John
Catalano, and Paul Catalano. She
was a true living legend for her
great-grandchildren Jack, Cora,
Michael, William, Emilia, Mia,
and Tess. Her beloved late par-
ents, Serafina and Carmine
Musto, instilled in her the values
of faith, family, and hard work.
Maria is survived by her loving
brother Emilio Musto of
Stoughton MA. She is prede-
ceased by her brothers
Alessandro, Mario, Nicola,
Gaetano, Carlo, Giovanni, and
her devoted sister Pia
Crugnale. She also leaves behind
a bountiful family of nieces,
nephews, and friends in Italy,
Australia, and the USA, includ-
ing her cherished in-laws John

Crugnale of Canton, MA, Ellen
Musto of Westwood, MA, and
Nina Musto of Stoughton. The
eldest daughter in her large fam-
ily, Maria helped guide many
family members and friends in
their journeys to the United
States where they all worked
hard to successfully live the
American dream. Maria’s work
ethic and talent as a seamstress
was legendary.  She was an ex-
pert at every aspect of her craft,
from fixing a loose button, or
custom tailoring an outfit, to cre-
ating many first communion suits
and prom dresses for her grand-
children and her beloved nieces
and nephews. She loved Italy,
returning often to visit family,
watching the Italian news daily,
and cooking delicious home-
made meals for her family. She
and Ennio always cherished their
garden, with a bounty of home-
grown fruits and vegetables for
jars of tomato sauce and
preserves. Maria will be remem-
bered for her love and devotion.

She will be dearly missed by all
who were fortunate enough to
know her. Funeral from the P.E.
Murray – F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty and Sons Funeral
Home, 2000 Centre Street, West
Roxbury MA.  Entombment at
St. Michael Cemetery,
Roslindale. In lieu of flowers,
donations in Maria’s memory
can be made to St. Jude
Children’s Hospital at
www.stjude.org. For online
g u e s t b o o k ,
pemurrayfuneral.com.

DWYER
Jo-Ann P., age 73, of Hyde

Park, died after a long illness on
August 10, 2025. Daughter of
Barbara Dwyer and the late John
L. Dwyer. Sister of the late John
P. Dwyer and Michael Dwyer of
East Walpole and Maureen
Dwyer of Londonderry, NH. She
also leaves her dear friend and
caregiver Dottie Gentile of
Dedham. Jo-Ann was a graduate
of Norwood High School and
Boston State College. She was a
biologist for many years work-
ing in different labs. She enjoyed
reading, computers, politics,
traveling, and cats. She was a
member of the Norwood

Debonnaires Band in her youth
and enjoyed their reunions. A
graveside service will be held at
St. Mary’s Cemetery, Grove St,
West Roxbury on Friday, August
22 at 11:00am. Relatives and
friends kindly invited. Donations
may be made in Jo-Ann’s
memory to komen.org

MORENO

Daniel R., of Dedham,
passed away unexpectedly on
August 13, 2025. Beloved son of

MENINO ARTS CENTER ANNOUNCES
“36TH HPAA MEMBERS AT SCOLLAY
SQUARE”

  The Menino Arts Center proudly
announces “36th Annual HPAA Members at
Scollay Square”, a juried exhibition which runs
thru October 24th.  The exhibition will be view-
able both in person at the Scollay Square Gal-
lery, Boston City Hall and in a virtual 3D gal-
lery that you can stroll through at http://
www.hpaa-mac.org/exhibits/. There will be an in-
person reception on Thursday, September 4, 3
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. with awards presented by Mayor
Wu, State Representative Rob Consalvo, and
Hyde Park Councilor Enrique Pepen.

  This exhibition will be installed at the Menino
Arts Center, 26 Central Ave, Hyde Park, MA.
from November 10, 2025 – January 9, 2026. The
reception is TBA.

  Gallery hours at Scollay Square are during
regular business hours, Monday – Friday, 9 am –
5 pm. Gallery hours at the MAC are Wednesdays,
1 p.m. to 4 p.m.; and Thursdays and Fridays, 10
a.m. to  4 p.m.

The exhibition features 47 Hyde Park Art As-
sociation Members’ artworks and is curated by

Mariana Rey of Boston City Hall Galleries and
Sasja Lucas of the Menino Arts Center (https://
www.sasjalucas.com).

LESBIANS & FRIENDS
LGBTQIA+ DANCE OCTOBER 25TH

Please join us and help to spread the word about
our 28th Annual Lesbians & Friends LGBTQIA+
Dance – Halloween Bash for a Cause on Satur-
day, October 25th at Club Café in Boston.  Help
Massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition (MBCC)
raise the funds needed to continue and expand
our programs to prevent breast cancer.

Tickets are available now at mbcc.org/dance
We rely on our friends and generous support-

ers to help us to promote this event.  Our calen-
dar listing is attached.  Will you kindly assist by
sharing this information with your colleagues and
contacts, and by posting the attached graphic? 
Other graphic sizes are available if you need
them.

Funds raised support MBCC’s mission to pre-
vent environmental causes of breast cancer
through community education, research advo-
cacy, and changes to public policy. Thank you
so much for your support!

ERNA continued from page 7

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 9

Around the Neighborhood

should be monitoring what is
happening in the parks and they
are not,” Oliver said. Boston
Police Department (BPD) Com-
munity Service Officer Matt
Connolly said his captain was not
happy with the outcomes of the
last two weekends near Ross
Park during the softball games.

Connolly said the Boston
Transportation Department
needed to be out there patrolling
during the games and if their
presence was not there he would
follow up.

In other news, Hamilton ex-
pressed concerns on extending
the comment period regarding
Crane Ledge Woods. Kenya
Beaman, community engage-
ment manager for the city, said
she would bring that concern

back to her department. Frank
O’Brien of the Crane Woods
Ledge Committee said the
church wants to develop and it’s
their right.

“We think it should be for
community, public benefit.” The
comment period ended Aug. 11.
He said he is hopeful the mayor
is committed to fight this. “It’s
not too late to send a letter,”
Hamilton said, emphatically.

Conley mentioned that on
Aug. 16, they hosted a commu-
nity health event in the parking
lot of Boston Prep, close to Ross
Playground featuring wellness
organizations and a Masshealth
screening van. As for policy, a
hearing took place Aug. 12 on the
impact of social media on Bos-
ton public school students. First

brought up by Ben Weber of Dis-
trict 6 and driven by students in
his district, the purpose of the
hearing was on improving stu-
dents lives by mitigating the ef-
fects of social media. Students
took an active role in research-
ing and partially writing the re-
port.

Connolly discussed crimes
for the last month including ha-
rassment at a Burger King on
River St. where an individual
was staring at two females and
then followed them into the
parking lot and sped his car to-
ward them, grazing one of them.
He fled but was later arrested for
striking more vehicles. On
Rockdale St., an assault took
place, where a woman attacked
her boyfriend. She was arrested.
Robberies, vandalism, drugs and
breaking and entries were zero,
he said.
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Be Brave Rally continued from page 1

Passersby expressed support and opposition at the Rotary during the
rally.

 PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

Deaths continued from page 8

paign. “It struck a chord with
us. I feel like I’ve been hearing
from our members about a lot
of fear and it seemed like a
good prompt. Like, let’s be
brave. Let’s take the Texas
democrats as our model or Cali-
fornia as our model. There are
so many people being brave and
that’s kind of contagious.”

Patrons of the rally said
there have been passionate re-
sponses, both positive and
negative, from drivers, includ-
ing several middle fingers.

“But very few middle fin-
gers at this point,” Poliner said
with a laugh. “I mean, you’re
standing with a sign that says,
‘Defend Democracy.’ What
does it mean when someone
gives you the middle finger for
that? Nothing good.”

Horns honked in support
throughout the interview.

Poliner said she was very
happy with the turnout, despite
the short notice.

“And part of what we know
is that staying home alone and
watching the bad news is de-
pressing,” she said. “Being out
and seeing you have neighbors
who care helps you stay en-
gaged and to have courage.

That’s part of the goal, to make
sure we have frequent enough
events so that people can stay
charged up.”

Poliner said she has hope
that in 17 months some changes
will come to the makeup of the
U.S. legislature.

“Seventeen months, I’m fo-
cused on the next 17 months,”
she said.

Poliner said so far, the strat-
egy for the opposition against
the Trump administration’s
policies has been “Block what
you can block, delay what you
can delay, protect who you can
protect and protect whatever
institutions you can.”

“And the delay strategy
turns out to be carrying a lot of
weight,” she said. “During the
delays, Trump’s poll numbers
go down. During the delays,
Trump’s court cases can catch
up with him. During the delays
people can get organized and
find out that neighbors care
also. And hopefully, at some
point, there is enough organiz-
ing, poll dropping and court
loses, that four or five Repub-
licans find some courage.”

Poliner said there was an-
other set of rallies the next day,

not in the Parkway, against
plans from the Texas legislature
to create five new seats in what
would be predicted to be Re-
publican wins during the mid-
term election to apparently Ger-
rymander more seats in the U.S.
House of Representatives.
Poliner said for the WR/Ros
Progressives, the next big event
will be the first annual Boston
Labor Day Parade on Sept. 1 at
9:30 a.m. at the Boston Com-
mon.

Resident Sharon Sabin said
it was important to come out
and protest the actions of the
current administration, espe-
cially regarding recent take-
overs of police powers in Los
Angeles and Washington D.C.
by the federal government.

“We came out because it’s
kind of the last stand,” she said.
“Trump has done so much of
an overreach in terms of using
his executive powers, we just
see all our rights getting eroded,
and we don’t see that ending
without some action being taken
by the public… We’re (govern-
ment) starting to tell universities the
curriculums they can teach, telling
companies who their CEO can be,
like that is not capitalism.”

“We need to protect our free-
doms and the Constitution, and the
only way to do it is to have people
come out and show that we’re
brave,” said Laura Pattison. “Brav-
ery begets bravery… We’re (gov-
ernment) talking about taking over
law enforcement in D.C. and bring-
ing in the National Guard after do-
ing the same thing in Los Angeles;
totally unprecedented. It’s laying
the groundwork for autocracy.”

Resident Claire Ruddy said she
felt the turnout was great. “It’s a
lot of people for late notice for a
Friday in August,” she said.
“We’ve got people coming in from

all around the area with their signs.
It’s amazing.”

Resident Persis Yu said she
came out from Hyde Park to show
solidarity with D.C. “And to stand
up to an authoritarian govern-
ment,” she said. “The way we beat
an authoritarian government is to
show that people don’t want it. We
keep our democracy by standing
up and that’s what we’re doing
here.”

For more information on the
upcoming Labor Day Parade,
being held by the AFL-CIO, go
to https://www.mobilize.us/mo-
bilize/event/820378

Jose Moreno of Dedham, and
Michelle (Courtois) Scheier of
Belchertown. Brother of Nicho-
las Moreno of Boston. Grandson
of the late Juan Pablo Moreno and
Leonila Lazo, and Richard and
Diane Courtois. Daniel faced
many difficult challenges in his
life, but through it all he was loved
by many, especially his devoted
parents. Despite the odds, he
earned his GED and a culinary
certificate. He will be remembered
for his sense of humor, his charm,
and the love he had for his family.
His passing is a profound loss.
Funeral from the P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, 2000 Centre
St., West Roxbury. Interment
private. Expressions of sympathy
may be made in Daniel’s memory
to  https://www.bhchp.org/get-in-
volved/ways-to-give/#donate To
make a gift via check, please mail
checks to: Boston Health Care for
the Homeless Program, Develop-
ment Office, 780 Albany St. Bos-
ton, MA 02118. To make a gift
over the phone, please contact
Josie Rodriguez, Development
Operations Manager, at 857-654-
1053. For online guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com. Arrange-
ments by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury. 

SCANLON

Anne T., of Boston, passed
away peacefully on Thursday,
August 14, 2025 surrounded by
her loving family. Born in Mis-
sion Hill, Roxbury, to the late
Michael and Elizabeth Foley,
Anne was a longtime resident of
West Roxbury and enjoyed her
summers on Cape Cod in
Dennisport. Anne was the be-
loved wife of the late Leo F.
Scanlon; loving mother of
Joanne Rusk (Leo), Michael
Scanlon, Susan Cherry (Patrick),
Stephen Scanlon (Ingrid), Bar-
bara O’Brien (Matthew), Leo
Scanlon (Linda) and Maureen
Duffy (John). Beloved grand-
mother of Jennifer, Leo, Chris-
topher and Emily Rusk, Caroline
Tobin, Julie and Heidi Scanlon,
Matthew and Delia O’Brien,
Jack and Allison Duffy and Carly
Scanlon. She was the sister of the
late Daniel Foley, Mary Rourke
and Timothy Foley. She is sur-
vived by her sisters, Julia Burns
and Elizabeth Curtin; and her
brother, Michael Foley. Anne
was the loving aunt to many
nieces and nephews. Funeral
from The Robert J. Lawler &
Crosby Funeral Home, 1803
Centre St., WEST ROXBURY.
Interment in St. Joseph Cem-
etery. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made in Anne’s

honor to The Special Olympics,
Massachusetts, 512 Forest Street,
Marlborough MA.
www.specialolympicsma.org For
complete notice,
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com
Lawler & Crosby Funeral Home
617-323-5600.

WEST

Dr. Maryanne, of Brighton
and Osterville, passed away on
August 3, 2025. Beloved daugh-
ter of the late Kenneth and Mary
(Gately) West. Dear sister of the
late Paul West. Sister-in-law of
Patricia (Sullivan) West of West
Roxbury. Companion of Francis
“Frank” O’Connor of West
Roxbury. Aunt of Carolyn
Golley and her husband, Gary, of
West Roxbury, Timothy West
and his wife, Allison, of
Roslindale and Michael West of
West Roxbury. Maryanne was a
graduate of Boston College and
Boston University, where she
completed her Ph.D. A
Graveside Service was held on
Tuesday, August 19, in St. Jo-
seph Cemetery, West Roxbury. In
lieu of flowers, donations in
memory of Maryanne may be
made to St. Anthony Shrine,
Attn: Development Office, St.
Anthony Shrine, 100 Arch St.,
Boston, MA 02110 or https://
stanthonyshrine.org/ For
guestbook, please visit
www.gormleyfuneral.com Will-
iam J. Gormley Funeral Service
617-323-8600.

DeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadline
The deadline for

all press releases for
The Bulletin is Friday.
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PLEASE WRITE TO:
THE BULLETIN

661 WASHINGTON ST,
SUITE 202

NORWOOD, MA 02062
 TEL: (617) 361-8400
FAX: (617) 361-1933

EMAIL:
NEWS@BULLETINNEWSPAPERS.COM

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Letter To

The Editor

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.

Unsigned letters will not be
published.

CALL (617)
361-8400

To advertise,
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