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Bishop Cristiano Barbosa joins member of the family of Father Tom Macdonald after presiding at an
installation Mass for the new pastor this past Sunday at the 11 a.m. Mass.   A luncheon followed the
happy occasion in the Holy Name Parish Hall in West Roxbury.  
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Architects DiMella Schaffer elevations of the original 2024 and revised
2025  designs at a recent virtual meeting.
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Humanity at the HP Food Pantry

Holy Name welcomes Macdonald

Volunteers John Belge (lowering bag) and John Wentworth (Bruins sweatshirt) load groceries at the HP
Emergency Food Pantry
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Camille Platt-DeCosta, the Boston Planning Department project
manager for the Rogerson Community proposal opened the second
Article 80 meeting on Nov. 12 with what could credibly be called an
understatement:

“In response to your feedback, the plans have been quite updated,”
she said.

Since the Feb. 6 Article 80 meeting, 150 comment letters were
received by the Boston Planning Department.

Since February, Dimella Shaffer Architects have completely rede-
signed the new memory care and senior housing building on Beaufort
Road in Jamaica Plain from the front door to the rooftop. More than
that, the number of senior affordable apartments has been reduced
from 71 to 41, a loss of 30 apartments, while the number of memory
care beds on the first three floors remain at 66.

Walter Ramos, President and CEO of Rogerson, was introduced.
“This campus plan is the next chapter in our legacy,” he said. “We’re
leveraging all our assets. It’s a new model leveraged on our own land.

“We’ve been listening,” he said. “Change is not often welcome.
This is a substantially revised project. It’s worthy of your support.”

Platt-DeCosta opened the virtual meeting at 6:01 p.m. and already
58 people were waiting. Architect Phillip Saad spent 45 minutes de-
scribing in detail the new building, now reduced from seven stories to
four on Beaufort Road, with two floors above set back 15 feet. These
will be senior apartments.

The original l957 building facing the Jamaicaway will be preserved
in the near future for phase 2; a community request.

The new design is roughly T shaped with the top two stories set
like legos at a right angle in the long Beaufort block.

“The new design is inspired by Beaufort Terrace,” Saad said, re-
ferring with a pointer on a screen-share of the bays along the Terrace
building. The new building is segmented with 10 undulating scal-
loped masonry pillars which break up the long mass, add shadows and
frame windows.

It’s right around 8:30 a.m. on
the first Thursday of November,
and a line of about 15 people –
most of whom have brought
wheeled, folding shopping carts
with them – are standing in the
alley leading to the side entrance
of the Hyde Park Municipal
Building/BCYF (1179 River St.).

They’re all waiting for 9 a.m.,
when the door to the Hyde Park
Emergency Food Pantry will
open and the distribution of that
day’s groceries will begin. As the
hour approaches, the line length-

ens to the sidewalk and turns the
corner toward the fountain park
and the YMCA next to it.

The people are a mix and
match of races, ethnicities, and
ages, and there is an intermittent
murmuring of English, Spanish,
and Haitian-Creole among them,
many appearing to be of, or near-
ing, senior status. For all their ap-
parent differences, they have
something in common: they live
in Hyde Park.

Inside the Food Pantry – a
cramped 15-by-30-foot room
filled with a dozen refrigerators
and shelving stocked with dry and
canned goods, and fresh produce

– a handful of local volunteers are
bagging groceries in preparation
for what they anticipate will be
an extremely busy three hours.
Their expectation is not only be-
cause it is the first and most fre-
netic distribution day of the
month, but also because federal
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) benefits
were suspended on Nov. 1, lead-
ing inevitably to more people
looking for something to eat.

 Since 2023, the number of
households being served by the
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Miracle Prayer
Dear Sacred Heart of Jesus, I
have asked You for many
favours. But I plead for this one.
(mention favour). Take it, place
it in your open broken Heart. And
when the eternal Father sees it,
covered with the mantel of his
most precious Blood, He cannot
refuse it. For then it is your
prayer, not mine. Dear Sacred
Heart of Jesus, I place my trust
in thee. Amen.
Say three times for three days,
promise publication and favour
will be granted.

—V.C.

HP Food
continued from page 1

Hyde Park Emergency Food Pan-
try has more than doubled, with
an increase of 40-50 new regis-
trations per month during this pe-
riod. And the need continues, as
on Sept. 2 the pantry completely
ran out of it – mid-distribution –
for the first time in its 25-year ex-
istence.

Food Pantry Manager Marga-
ret Dietzel shared this information
at a recent Hyde Park Neighbor-
hood Association (HPNA) meet-
ing as part of her effort to draw
awareness and donations to the
non-profit – the pursuits of which
she spends much of her free time
engaged in.

The Hyde Park Food Pantry
purchases most of its monthly
supply from the Greater Boston
Food Bank, which makes two
10,000-pound site deliveries of
frozen meat and vegetables, non-
perishables, fresh produce and
whatever else it has, on the sec-
ond and fourth Monday of the
month. The “truck team” – a
handful of volunteers, most of
whom are either retired or of re-
tirement age – is responsible for
unloading it and restocking the by
then depleted stores.

It’s a functionalized system,
and volunteers push shopping
carts of food inside to others po-
sitioned at their workstations,
while still others break down
cardboard boxes and fill up the
alley dumpster. Given the tight
quarters, moving parts, and the
generally backbreaking and over-
whelming nature of squaring
away five tons of anything, it’s
quiet and contained, but it’s also
fluid and good-natured as the
work plays out from mid-after-
noon until early evening.

Dietzel and other volunteers
also regularly pick up donations
from other providers when/if
they come available, and trucks
also intermittently stop by the
pantry at odd times to drop off
food. It’s all part of the network
that Dietzel has developed
over her seven years at the

Food Pantry.
That resourcefulness is borne

of necessity. As Dietzel explained
it, even though the Food Pantry’s
transactions with the Food Bank
are made at pennies on the dollar,
“the cost of everything went up,
and it’s really making it hard for
us, financially, to continue to pur-
chase.”

After everything has been un-
loaded and the shelves and refrig-
erators have been stocked the
truck team heads out and the “bag
team” comes in to pack as much
as they can to get ahead of the
next day’s distribution.  The com-
bined weight of the two or three
bags totals 40-50 pounds. “It’s a
good amount of food,” Dietzel
said of what is given. “We always
wish we could do more.”

And so, on that first Thursday
in November, just before 9 a.m.,
the “distribution team” continues
adding frozen meats and veg-
etables to the bags, Dietzel read-
ies her paperwork, and the door
is finally opened to a long line of
people that will change faces but
stay the same until past 12 p.m.,
when the last of 109 households
– 23 of which are new registra-
tions – will have been served.

Underlying everything is the
humanity, so easily observed in
the interactions between every-
one – givers and receivers, one
and the same – before they all
go their separate ways, until
next time.

It calls to mind something
that Dietzel had said at that
HPNA meeting while also ex-
pressing her concerns about fi-
nancing and supplying the Food
Pantry. “If you live in Hyde Park
and you need help putting food
on your table, we’re here for you
– you’re welcome here any time
we’re open.”

For information regarding
the Hyde Park Food Pantry, visit
www.hydeparkfoodpantry.org.
For further information about
donating or volunteering, email
hydeparkfoodpantry@gmail.com.
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Ross Field saw huge parties and a large number of complaints over the summer, and residents are not happy.
COURTESY PHOTO

ERNA has Ross troubles
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

Hyde Park's East River
Neighborhood Association
(ERNA) met with interim Parks
Director Cathy Baker-Eclipse
recently to discuss the ongoing
issues of noise, rowdiness and
public drinking going on at
Ross Field.

For those unaware, during
the summer season a group
picks up a permit to run a soft-
ball league. Residents have
been complaining that the
games are more like large par-
ties, and besides the quality-of-
life issues like driveways being
blocked and noise during the
games, the party often contin-

ues into the night and creates
potential public safety issues.

The ERNA has been bring-
ing this up during its meetings,
notably with the Boston Police
Department District E-18 offic-
ers who come each month to
relate the crime statistics in the
neighborhood, but progress has
been slow. For previous cover-
age of this issue, go to https://
tinyurl.com/mwp8ffdp

Baker-Eclipse said each per-
mit has stipulations that state
the Parks Department can re-
voke any license if such city
laws and rules are not followed.

“But we’re not very good at
enforcing that,” she said. “And
so one of the things I want to
try to do better in 2026 is to

enforce some of those rules,
including having conversations
with the permit holders before
we issue permits, making sure
they clearly understand that if
they do not follow the rules, if
there is violence, noise or

RRRRRoss Field Issuesoss Field Issuesoss Field Issuesoss Field Issuesoss Field Issues
Continued on page 6
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A day of grace

Norman Rockwell's "Saying Grace," which was first published in the Saturday Evening Post's Nov. 24,
1951 edition.
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 Norman Rockwell’s 1951
illustration “Saying Grace” is
never offered up at this time of
year as referencing
Thanksgiving.  His quintessen-
tial Thanksgiving painting is
“Freedom from Want,” also
known more famously as
“The Thanksgiving Picture” or,
even less commonly, as “I’ll Be
Home for Christmas.” This
third of the Four Freedoms se-
ries of
foil paintings features Grandma
holding a platter with a luscious
turkey just out of the oven and
Grandpa standing behind her
with the rest of the diners at the
table looking eagerly at each
other anxious to begin the fes-
tivities.

  But “Saying Grace” con-
tains something that “Freedom
from Want” does not
s h o w :   e x p r e s s i n g
gratitude.  The mother (grand-
mother?) and the young boy
have their heads bowed as they
pray before a simple lunch—
probably a sandwich— at a
nondescript restaurant.  Two
men, not associated with the
prayerful duo, sit at the same

table and stare in wonder.
  At today’s restaurants

strangers are usually not seated
with each other (Durgin Park
near Fanueil Hall was the most
notable exception).  This is in
sharp contrast to eating in a din-
ing car on a railroad train when,
in order to maximize service,
the tables-for-four are filled per
order of the staff.  And in my
recollection conversation flows
easily with such diners as the
scenery goes rushng by amidst
the consumption of tasty food.

  Rockwell is supposed to
have gotten the idea for “Say-
ing Grace” from someone who
observed Mennonites eating in
a public area:  they did not care
as to what observers thought of
them.  Not taking food for
granted, they were just offering
thanks.

  Perhaps this Thanksgiving
more of us should not take any-
thing for granted with food as
America’s aid to most, if not all,
foreign countries—called
USAID—stopped on the
president’s first day in
office.  And then there is/was
the SNAP debacle.

  But with a sense of opti-
mism—even if not warranted—
this year more than any other we
should recall Ray Charles’ in-
imitable version of “America the
Beautiful” in which he chants,
“. . . He [God] done shed his
grace on thee/And you oughta
love Him for it/Because He, He,
He, He, crowned thy good/He
told me He would, with a broth-
erhood/(From sea to shining
sea)/Oh Lord, oh Lord, I thank
you Lord/(Shining sea)

  May you have a happy
Thanksgiving, one filled with
and showing gratitude.

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

Rogerson Beaufort continued from page 1

LANA sees
rezoning benefits

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Longfellow Area Neighborhood Association (LANA)
met recently with Boston Planning Department Planner Will
Cohen to garner input about the new Neighborhood Housing
zoning initiative going on in the Parkway.

Cohen hosted meetings in Roslindale, West Roxbury and
Hyde Park over the last few months, and while some members
of LANA were at the Roslindale meeting (and at least one
attendee for LANA’s meeting was at the West Roxbury meet-
ing), Cohen came to LANA to elicit feedback from neighbors
about what they were looking for in the new zoning.

For The Bulletin’s coverage of the Roslindale and Hyde
Park meetings, go to https://tinyurl.com/mvyvdf79 or https://
tinyurl.com/kavy964h respectively.

The concern of Neighborhood Housing is that most of the
existing housing in these three areas don’t conform to current
zoning. In West Roxbury, for example, Cohen said that at best
there are 100 properties out of 10,000 that do not conflict with
six zoning regulations they chose to look at while compiling
their data. There are more regulations that surely have con-
flicts but he said they didn’t have the bandwidth to do all of
them. In Roslindale, Squares + Streets have brought much of
the Square into compliance, but the Roslindale map still shows
a clear majority of housing out of compliance.

So, with this “mismatching,” Cohen said they are looking
to rezone much of West Roxbury, Roslindale and Hyde Park
to better match the existing zoning so that homeowners who
are looking to add on, say, a 50-square-foot addition to their
house – like the homeowners at 20 Cotton St. who came be-
fore LANA to ask for a letter of non-opposition that was unani-
mously approved – they don’t have to go through the six-to-
eighteen-month Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) process.

LANA Chair Kathy McCabe said she saw a lot of promise
in the new zoning, but felt more could be done to help folks
along. She did say this was her personal opinion and not nec-
essarily those of the neighborhood association.

McCabe said she moved to Roslindale because she felt it
was a diverse, walkable and accepting neighborhood. “Those
are values that I think are important, that I want to see con-
tinue.  Roslindale was affordable when I moved here, with
many housing choices,” she said. “It’s also a neighborhood
that has trees and greenery and I think that’s an important value
to continue and sustain. I also like the fact that we have a
strong neighborhood commercial center with Roslindale
Square. That’s important to me to maintain and strengthen.”

LANA Member Julia O’Brien said Roslindale was built up
as a “street-car suburb,” and said she wanted to make sure
that the different neighborhoods in Roslindale had their styles
and norms reflected in the Neighborhood Housing process and
that it did not treat Roslindale as one big block.

“The differences between the various residential neighbor-
hoods are considerable,” she said. “I care about things like

RRRRRezoning Benefezoning Benefezoning Benefezoning Benefezoning Benefitsitsitsitsits
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“We put a lot of thought into
this [façade],” Saad said, adding
that the Beaufort building will be
clad in panel brick and the set-
back floors five and six in gray
fiber masonry.

On another screen-share, Saad
displayed an elevation looking
west down Beaufort Street high-
lighting the rhythm of the narrow
bays with windows and indicat-
ing its proportion to the adjacent
Forbes building.

The ground-floor with the
main entrance will have tall, clere-
story windows lighting up the pro-
gram rooms.

The lower-level parking ga-
rage for 33 cars will remain, along
with the 14 surface parking
spaces. Five virtual hands shot up
when Platt-DeCosta opened the
gates for the Q+A.

The first two summed up the

dichotomy of the meeting.
“This is a different project, a

new project,” said nearby neigh-
bor Nick Balasalle.

“I’m extremely disappointed
in the reduction of units. Sacri-
ficed for five feet of setback,” said
Rani Schloss. “What is the added
cost to these changes?” she asked.

At the second abutters meet-
ing held in person on Dec. 4 Saad
said, “We need to balance the need
for density to fund the project.”

This new design has more
than likely dramatically changed
the development costs, funding
sources and schedules, but Saad
would not commit.

“We’re still in the process of
estimating this balance of the
costs,” Saad said.

In December, Saad estimated
the timeline as construction start-
ing in 2026.  This has changed

according to Jeremy Viera,
Rogerson director of real estate.

“We’ll get the financing work
up at the close of spring 2027 with
a move-in early 2029,” he said.

Peter Marino, who said he
lives at Beaufort Terrace, didn’t
mind the added cost. “I’m really
appreciative of the new design
even if it’s more expensive,” he
said. “It fits the neighborhood bet-
ter.”

Of the people who voiced
opinions, the concerns were
mainly location of garage doors,
deliveries, trees and location of
benches. One person wanted a
bike path.

David Gdula, who lives at
Beaufort Terrace, seemed happy;
“Significantly better. Tremendous
improvement,” he said. “But our
views were not taken into consid-
eration,” Gdula added. “The

changes were made because the
BPDA sent them back and forced
a new plan.”

John Infranco did not seem
happy. “I’m very disappointed
with the downsizing,” he said.
“I’m very frustrated with the pub-
lic process. We’re not getting
housing because of extortionary
demands of residents. There’s an
affordable housing problem and
this is the reason.”

Mr. Burke came on the call
with his chief concern. “The color
of the brick is insipid. Will it be
reviewed?” he asked.

Hyde Square resident Eric
Herot has been a perennial advo-
cate for more affordable housing
over the past decade. “The BPDA
is ok with knocking these units
off?” he asked. “It’s offensive. I’m
floored with these units being re-
moved.”

On the screen-share, Ramos
posted statistics, one of which was
the number 5,000 representing the

city’s goal for new units of senior
housing by 2030.

State Rep. Samantha Montano
and District 6 City Councilor Ben
Weber both reluctantly agreed
with the compromise.

“The more we delay the more
the costs go up,” Montano said,
adding how disappointed she was
with the reduction of units.

“I’m disappointed in the cut-
off of units,” Weber said, “but
this is what it takes to get this
done. I hope residents appre-
ciate this.”

Mike Burns was apprecia-
tive. “I appreciate all the time,
effort and money and listen-
ing to abutters for these dras-
tic improvements. I don’t la-
ment the loss of housing units
I look at this as an addition.”

Rogerson went to the Boson
Civic Design Commission on
Nov. 18 for its approval of the
revised plans and then it’s off to
the Jamaica Pond Association.
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Legals

Ross Field Issues
continued from page 3

people lingering after hours,
their permits will be taken
away.”

Baker-Eclipse said she saw
Ross Field’s issues first hand.
“I was there a few evenings
over the summer when there
were people there too long.
There was a police officer there
and while I don’t think they
were doing a good job of ac-
tively encouraging people to
leave, they were monitoring it
and trying to passively encour-
age them to leave by having
their presence there,” she said.
“So that’s one of the things I
want to do better this coming
summer, and hopefully now

that the season is over there is
not as much noise and disrup-
tion to the neighborhood.”

Residents said patrons of the
games have repeatedly abused
the neighborhood, blocking
driveways, driving erratically,
drinking in public and causing
noise for seven months and
nothing was done.

“This isn’t the only park
we’ve had issues at, but I think
this is the only park where we
had police presence. I think
there is an effort by the police
to have a presence there and
discourage extremely bad be-
havior,” Baker-Eclipse re-
sponded.

One resident said she had a
person trespassing on her prop-
erty, among other violations. “I
had to literally accost someone
because they were in my yard
urinating,” she said. “I’m hop-
ing that they are not allowed to
come back because they cause
such a disruption to the neigh-
borhood. Unable to sleep or
park on your own property, you
know blocking people, ambu-
lances couldn’t get down the
roads and so I’m really hoping
that you don’t grant those
people back into the park be-
cause of the issues they created
in this neighborhood.”

ERNA Chair Barbara
Hamilton asked Baker-Eclipse
how past bad behavior is
handled when applicants go
through the permitting process,
and also pointed out that there
is a parking lot always locked
up during the evening.

“The parking lot is challeng-
ing because it’s situated at the
end of a dead-end street and
does not have through traffic,
Baker-Eclipse said, which
makes it difficult to sweep and
see if a tow truck should be
called. “The way we have dealt

with it is to close the lot but that
pushes the cars into the neigh-
borhood… We don’t have
enough people in the Parks
Department to go out at 11 p.m.
when the lights go out and
sweep everybody out and then
lock the gate and then open it
again. The solution we’ve come
up with, unfortunately, is to just
close the lot.”

Regarding permitting, she
pointed out that the permit-
holder may not be the problem.
It could be the opposing team
or the fans coming to the
games.

“Which is unfortunate, be-
cause the permit-holder is re-
sponsible for all the people who
come out to their event,” she
said, adding the permit-holder
is responsible for enforcing the
rules. “That can get a little com-
plicated when it’s unclear
whether it’s a family reunion,
or maybe a baseball game On a
busy day it can be difficult.”

Residents said the permit-
holders do not appear to en-
force any of the rules.

Baker-Eclipse said she is
also thinking about only provid-
ing 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. permits, so
evening games and parties are
not allowed.

Residents said they called
the police and filed multiple
311 reports, many about public
drinking in the park. Baker-
Eclipse said that is enforceable
by the police, but ERNA mem-
bers said the police have told

them multiple times that pub-
lic drinking is a 311 report.
Baker-Eclipse said the Parks
Department does not have the
staff to enforce public drinking
laws at its parks.

“I think that’s the police,”
she said. “And if there are cars
parked in the street or blocking
driveways then that is a police
issue. We don’t have jurisdic-
tion in the right-of-way.”

Baker-Eclipse said there are
improvements coming to the
park during this spring construc-
tion season. She said in addition
to upkeep, maintenance and im-
provements to the basketball and
tennis courts, the street hockey
area is going to be converted into
a new “bike town.”

“That is going to be con-
verted to a bike town which is a
partnership with the Office of
Early Childhood that helps en-
courage children to learn to
bike,” she said. “The paint on
the surface is laid out like a
town; there are stoplights, roads,
trees painted on the ground; it
allows children to get comfort-
able with all the road signs and
have a safe place to learn to bike
and get familiar with the iconog-
raphy they would see when they
do venture into the neighbor-
hoods.”

She said the improvements,
including the bike park, should
be ready by summer 2026. She
added they are also looking at
lighting and landscaping for fu-
ture renovations.

TO ADVERTISE, CALL
THE BULLETIN AT

617.361.8400

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.
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Residents were wary of a conversion from a two-family to a six-family on Walworth Street in Roslindale.
COURTESY PHOTO

Residents hesitant
on 86 Walworth

DiyDiyDiyDiyDiya Bhandaria Bhandaria Bhandaria Bhandaria Bhandari
Staff Reporter

On Monday, Nov. 10, the
city facilitated a public, virtual
meeting to discuss a proposed
housing development at 86
Walworth St. in Roslindale.

Aiming to redevelop the
existing two-and-a-half family
home to a six-unit residential
multifamily, the project was
headed by proponent Roy Azar,
project architect David Freed,
and development attorney Ryan
Spitz.

“We are renovating the ex-
isting two-family house,” ex-
plained Freed. “We’re doing a
modest vertical addition to it
and a rear addition to create a
six-unit, elevator-service build-
ing with six garage parking
spaces and two visitor parking

spaces.
“The plan is to extend the

driveway a bit in the back, de-
molish the garage, and relocate
the entrance of the house basi-
cally to the middle of the build-
ing. We’ll have two visitor
parking spaces in the back and
we will have the garage park-
ing for six cars in the base-
ment.”

“This will probably be the
first, I guess you can call it a
condo or apartment building,
but we’d like it to stay with the
fabric of the street. That’s kind
of why we designed it the way
we designed it,” said Azar.

Despite the development
team noting a number of zon-
ing violations, Spitz empha-
sized that “The violations we’re
going to seek relief for could
be changed if we shrink down

the project.” And, he added,
since “this is the first time pub-
licly that we are presenting
these drawings, a lot of what
we’re going to do is listen to
the feedback, and everything
that is said this evening will be
taken into consideration by my
client.”

During public comments,
many residents questioned the
size of the building and its im-
pact on abutting homes.

“I’m generally supportive of
adding new housing and addi-
tions to support more housing
in this area and in all the city
but this strikes me as being very
large. Much larger than what I
was expecting to see and is a
bit unnerving as a direct abut-
ter,” shared Sam Warren of 92
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531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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Around the Neighborhood

HARDING

Patrick J., longtime resi-
dent of Roslindale, more re-
cently of the Elliot House in
Haverhill, passed away on
November 14, 2025. Beloved
son of the late Joseph F.
Harding (USAF-Ret.) and
Rosa M. (Rubio) Harding.
Devoted brother of Joseph F.
Harding, Jr. of Roslindale

and the late Michael Harding
and Kathy Parlee. Dear uncle
of Lilly Miller, Mia Harding,
Maddie Harding, Christopher
Pescatore and Mike Carter.
Funeral from the P.E. Murray
- F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral
Home, 2000 Centre St . ,
WEST ROXBURY. Inter-
ment St. Joseph Cemetery.
Online guestbook
at pemurrayfuneral.com

McGEE
Virginia M. “Ginny”

(Gill) ,  of  West Roxbury,
passed away peacefully on
November 7, 2025. Beloved
wife of the late James C.
McGee. Devoted mother of
Paul McGee and his wife,
Adrienne,  of Sudbury,
Kathleen “Kathy” Bousnakis
and her husband, Peter, of
NH, Nancy McGee of NY, the
late James and Kevin McGee.

Loving grandmother of Gre-
gory James Bousnakis of FL.
Dear mother-in-law of
Bonnie Roberts of Taunton.
Also survived by many
nieces, nephews, friends, and
her home care angels. Visit-
ing Hours in the William J.
Gormley Funeral  Home,
2055 Centre Street, WEST
ROXBURY, on Saturday, No-
vember 22, from 9:30am to
11:00am, Followed by a Fu-
neral Mass in St. Theresa of
Avila Church, at 11:30am.
Relatives and friends are
kindly invited to attend. In-
terment in the Massachusetts
National Cemetery, Bourne,
on Monday, December 1, at
11:15am. In lieu of flowers,
donations in memory of
Ginny may be made to the
Sherrill House, Attn: Office
of Development, 135 S. Hun-
tington Ave., Boston, MA
02130 or https: / /
www.sherrillhouse.org/ Will-
iam J Gormley Funeral Ser-
vice West Roxbury 617-323-
8600

SHAGOURY

We are sad to announce the
passing of Beloved Mother and
Grandmother, “Tete,” Mary L.
Shagoury of West Roxbury at
the age of 89. Mary peacefully
met the Lord on the afternoon
of November 10, 2025. She was
married to the late Joseph D.
Shagoury, her loving husband
of 68 years (1957). Mary is sur-
vived by her children, David J.
Shagoury of West Roxbury,
Camille and Peter Zahka of
Dedham, and Valerie and
Michael Khouri of Walpole.
She is also survived by grand-
children Derek E. and Maria
Khouri, Alexandra Z. Chukran,
Robert P. Zahka, Adam J.
Khouri, Joseph D. Shagoury,
Sophia M. Shagoury, and great-
grandchild Johnny Chukran,
along with nieces and nephews.
Mary was predeceased by her

sister Emily L. Hurrell and
brother Richard Laham. Born
in Boston’s South End in 1936,
an epicenter of the Syrian-
American community, to the
late George K and Zana Laham,
who, along with her siblings
and Mary’s beloved grand-
mother Amilene, moved the
family to Roslindale, where
Mary graduated from
Roslindale High School. She
subsequently matriculated to
Lasell College in Newton to
study art. Mary was always in-
volved in community activities
and organizations that sup-
ported her children’s growth,
including being a Brownie and
campfire den mother, a cub
scout Mom, an organizer of
multiple school and church
events, and in general always
generously giving of her time
and spirit in the service of wor-
thy causes. When Mary re-en-
tered the workplace, she quickly
became a recognizable person in
the community for her caring
and effective service in her ten-
ure at local banks. Her empathy
and skill made her highly sought
after by both customers and
employer. In lieu of flowers,
contributions in Mary’s memory
may be made to her Church
(https://stjohnd.org/donations/).
Mary will be laid to rest with her
beloved Joseph at Fairview
Cemetery in Hyde Park.

Rezoning Benefits continued from page 4

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT
BY RENÉE DEKONA

Through December 27. Meet the photographer
and staff from the City of Boston Animal Shelter
Staff. A reception will be held December 13, 2025
at 2:00pm at the Gallery of the Roslindale Public
Library.

WRCIA TO MEET NEXT ON DECEMBER 9
In honor of Veteran’s day, the West Roxbury Civic

Improvement Association did not be holding a
monthly meeting on November 11.  Our next meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday December 9, at 7PM in
the St Stephen Church, 5160 Washington Street, West
Roxbury.  We hope you had a good Veteran’s Day
and enjoy your Thanksgiving holiday!

THEODORE PARKER CHURCH WINTER
FAIR — GIFTS AND GOODIES GALORE!

“Shop local” at the 10th annual Theodore
Parker Church Winter Fair — a fun, festive event

taking place on Saturday, November 22, from
10 am to 3 pm. The church parish hall will be
transformed into a holiday marketplace, with
more than 30 vendors and church-sponsored
tables offering a huge selection of gifts, arts,
crafts, jewelry, books, toys, and more. The Bake
Sale table will offer a tempting selection of
home-baked cookies, tea breads, cakes, pies,
and other treats. You can also order a fresh
green wreath (for delivery in December),
buy a raffle ticket for a gift basket, and bid
on unique items in the silent auction. Christ-
mas decorations will catch your eye, and
holiday music will fill the air. You might
even be present for a flash-mob carol sing-
along. Come one, come all! The Theodore
Parker Church parish hall is located at 70
Corey St., West Roxbury, at the corner of
Corey & Centre streets, behind the sanctu-
ary building.  More
information:  www.tparkerchruch.org

consistent setbacks from the
curbstone, and I think it cre-
ates a sensible-looking
street.”

O’Brien said she didn’t
want houses butting up
against each other to help pre-
serve the number of trees in
private back yards and asked
that the rear yard setbacks be
maintained. “Can you put two
oak trees within 20 feet? Not
really, if you want a place for
a garden as well,” she said.
“It’s important I think to think
through some of those
things.”

O’Brien also said each
street’s parking capacity

should be taken into account
when considering the rezon-
ing, as cars will still be a big
part of life in Roslindale in the
coming decades.

Resident Nate Stell said he
cares most about increasing
the affordability in the neigh-
borhood and took an oppos-
ing view to parking than
O’Brien. “I want this neigh-
borhood to be a place most
people can enjoy because it’s
pretty special,” he said. “It
seems obvious to me that
eliminating parking mini-
mums for residential districts
would help. As I understand
it the sub-districts in our area

still  require two parking
spaces per dwelling unit. I
mean we heard a case, I think
it was on Conway Street,
where they could kick a soc-
cer ball from this place to the
train station and they were try-
ing to build two townhouses
and were required to build four
off-street parking spaces. And
this is two-tenths-of-a-mile
from the train station and next
to Fairview, which has 75 over-
night free parking spaces on
the street. It makes no sense.”

For more information on
Neighborhood Housing, go to
https://www.bostonplans.org/
neighborhood-housing

DEATHS
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MHC cautiously optimistic about
Rogerson Communities proposal

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

86 Walworth continued from page 7

Rogerson presented some preliminary designs and renderings for the
site, but nothing is as of yet set in stone. Residents and representatives
from Rogerson hashed out details during the meeting, and more is to
come on this potential development in East Roslindale.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Mount Hope Canter-
bury Neighborhood Associa-
tion (MHC) in East Roslindale
met with representatives from
Rogerson Communities re-
cently to discuss a potential
redevelopment of 780 Ameri-
can Legion Hwy.

The property, which cur-
rently houses the Home for
Little Wanderers, has been a
topic of redevelopment dis-
cussion for years, with the
Home originally looking to
add housing to pay for an up-
graded building to serve its
population. The building also
houses the MHC’s monthly
meetings.

That plan never happened
so Rogerson Communities is
now proposing a new senior
living, mostly-affordable 145
units with 49 parking spaces.

Rogerson Vice President
of Real Estate Construction
and Design Ken Crisafulli
said they are very, very early
in the design stages right now,
and brought only massing im-
ages and the project’s ex-
pected required variances
from the current zoning code
(height, floor area ratio, multi-
family as a use, lot size and
insufficient parking). He said
right now they want to get a
feel from the community as to
what residents want to see in
that space.

“I like to say that we’re
still ‘baking’ this design as we
go through the process, be-
cause it’s not done yet,” he
said.

Crisafulli presented a five-
story building with stepped-
back wings on the eastern side
as they approach the Canter-
bury Street neighborhood.

Crisafulli said this is to reduce
shadow impact on neighbors.

Boston Planning
Department’s Brianna Millor
also attended the meeting and
said while the project will go
through the Boston Planning
Article 80 Large Project Re-
view Process, one usual step
of that process may be miss-
ing because Crisafulli said
they are aiming for 100 per-
cent affordability on the pro-
posal, meaning all the apart-
ments would be income-re-
stricted based on percentages
of the area median income
(AMI). Millor said if this is
the case then there would be
no impact advisory group
(IAG) formed and no addi-
tional meetings with the com-
munity outside of the public
meetings required by the city.
Millor said they want to
streamline 100-percent af-
fordable development as
much as possible, presumably
so as to entice more such de-
velopment in the future.

However, Crisafulli said
that wasn’t a sure thing, and
while most of the units will be
affordable some may be mar-
ket rate if they can’t get the
funding together. So there
could be an IAG in the future.

Crisafulli said they are
looking to keep as many trees
that are on the site now as pos-
sible, including a large tree in
the east/back of the site that
he wants to use as a center-
piece for an outdoor courtyard
for residents. He also said
they are looking to build a sort
of indoor greenhouse near that
area so residents can enjoy it
year-round. He added they are
also designing the building as
a passive house making it as
energy efficient and green as
possible.

The major issue of debate
concerned parking and traffic.
Residents pointed out that
there is one bus line for both
east/west and north/south
travel and they run at least ev-
ery hour, if not more.
Crisafulli said they would per-
form a full traffic study to
count cars and vehicle trips
and estimated trips generated
by the new building. The aim
would be for limited, if any,
parking for residents.

“We can put it through
zoning that there will be no
spots available for the senior
living residents in the build-
ing,” he said. “We can do it
that way. I get it folks. That’s
allowable.”

Residents said they don’t
want to see the building’s resi-
dents parking in the neighbor-
hoods. Crisafulli said with the
aim of deep affordability for
the project it’s unlikely that
they would have cars. In his
experience with similar devel-
opments, like the Fransworth
House in Roslindale Square,
cars aren’t really an issue.

“For the amount we’re
charging, most of them, I
mean in my experience, none
of them have cars,” he said
.“We will look into the ques-
tion as we go through the pro-
cess and figure out what to do
about it. That’s an honest an-
swer.”

“Cars are expensive,”
Millor added.

Crisafulli said he and his
team will return with updated
plans in future meetings. He
also offered the Rogerson
Roslindale House – the former
Roslindale High School – for
meetings when and if con-
struction at the Home for
Little Wanderers makes the
location inoperable.

  

Walworth St.
Similarly, another resident

noted that she was “rather
surprised like everyone else
at the size and scope of this
project.”

Other  res idents  a lso
asked about parking capac-
ity and the project’s impact
on traffic.   Ellen Capola
said, “This structure is too
big for this area. You can see
how congested the street is
already. It can take me any-
where from ten-to-15 min-
utes to try to get out of my
driveway at 7 o’clock in the
morning. We’re going to have
to deal with construction ve-
hicles here when this is going
on.”

Agreeing, Stacey Conway at
79 Walworth St. added, “This
end of the street already has a
lot of cars as it is and there have

been a few major accidents
with people speeding and
people’s mirrors gett ing
ripped off all the time. I don’t
know how you’re going to
add all  these other cars.
What’s more, they’re also
going to be closing the bridge
over at the parkway next
summer, I believe, so all the
traffic’s going to be rerouted
here.”

With the project scale and
parking being the primary
causes of concern, the remain-
ing questions focused on the
specific zoning violations.
Particularly, many residents
were concerned about drain-
age and water management.

In response, Spitz clari-
fied that “A comprehensive
drainage plan eventually
needs to be submitted to
Boston Water and Sewer. At

this point, this isn’t the time
to have those engineer draw-
ings because there’s a poten-
tial that this project may not
move forward.”

  Additionally, he reiter-
ated that the proposal was in
its early stages and could
change.

“This is the first time that
we are  present ing these
drawings so a lot of what
we’re going to do is listen to
the feedback and everything
that is said this evening will
be taken into consideration
by my client,” emphasized
Spitz.

“Based on the comments
and feedback we’re hearing
from you all, we would have
to go back and further dis-
cuss as a team and see if the
owner is willing to make
some sort of concessions.”
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Legals

your ad could be here!

Classif ieds
HELP WANTED
Manager (Spring LLC, Boston,
MA 02215); Duties: coord dly
ops & monit bus perf. Reqs =
Bachelor’s in Bus. Admin. or
related + 2 yrs exp as a mgr.
Full job desc. & reqs at https://
jobquest.dcs.eol.mass.gov/
J o b Q u e s t /
NewJobDetails.aspx?jo=23364027.
To apply, send resume
to springpanfriedbuns@gmail.com. 

REAL ESTATE
We fix real estate problems.
Houses, condos or land. Any
condition, any issue.
Foreclosure, probate etc... fully
licensed. Call, text anytime 
(617) 249-3961

What drives
the internet?

C O N T E N T

Read the
Bulletin online

at
www.bulletinnewspapers.com

C O N T E N TCALL
(617)

361-8400

To advertise,
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