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View of T&H Dam from River Street side of the Neponset River, which will hopefully be seeing PCB removal
in the coming years.
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Five candidates for the four at-large City Council positions partici-
pated in last week's forum
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JP complains
ZBA not listening

Progressive West Roxbury/Roslindale and Allston/Brighton
Progressives sponsored a virtual at large-city council candidates fo-
rum on July 9 which drew five of the candidates seeking to fill the
four at-large councilor seats open for election this fall. In attendance
were three incumbents, Ruthzee Louijeune, Julia Mejia, and Henry
Santana, and two challengers, Alexandra Valdez, the city's current
Director of the Office of Cultural Affairs and Marvin Mathelier, small
business owner and Marine. Only those who filled out a question-
naire were allowed to participate. Voters will choose eight from the
current slate of nine at-large candidates on Sept. 9. From there, the
final four will be chosen on Nov. 4.

Each candidate was given the same amount of time to answer the
same questions posed by Progressive members Rachel Poliner, Caitlin
Gillooly and Robert Orthman. With more than 60 viewers, topics
included housing issues, climate change, transportation, immigra-

In the view of many Jamaica Plain residents the Boston Zon-
ing Board of Appeal (ZBA) is ignoring them.

“We’re at a time when our neighborhood voices are not be-
ing heard,” summed up Alcurtis Clark at the July 2 Jamaica
Plain Zoning Committee (JPZC) meeting.

“The city isn’t listening to us and that’s not very good to
know,” Jeri Levitt said at the July 5 Jamaica Pond Association
(JPA) meeting.

Two recent cases appeared to back this up.
Over considerable neighborhood opposition, the ZBA voted

on May 6 to approve a change of use variance for Victory Pro-
grams supportive housing at 81 South Huntington Ave.

On July 9, the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
(EPA) held a public hearing
to present its PCB removal/
remediation proposals for the
Lower Neponset River, and to
take comments.

It was the EPA’s latest
step in an expansive and ex-
pensive undertaking: the re-
moval and remediation of a
massive accumulation of
chemical contaminants (espe-
cially polychlorinated biphe-
nyls: PCBs) imbedded in 3.7
miles of the Lower
Neponset’s r iverbed and
banks.

The entire Superfund site
stretches from the river ’s
confluence with Mother
Brook at the Grimké Sisters
Bridge (Dana Avenue, Hyde
Park) to the Walter Baker
Dam (Adams Street, Lower
Mills). However, the hearing
concentrated on the first up-
stream mile of the project –
from Mother Brook to the
Tileston & Hollingsworth
Dam (behind Planet Fitness at
892 River St., near Wood Av-
enue) – and the proposals
were for work to be done on
that Phase 1 section of the
river.

The four Phase 1 contami-

nant removal alternatives
were released for public com-
ment on June 13 as part of a
443-page Engineering Evalu-
ation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA)
report. Each is described on
page numbers 58-97, and the
EPA makes its recommenda-
tion on page numbers 99-101.

Only one of those options
meets all of the EPA’s re-
moval action objectives
(RAOs): the reduction of
health and ecological risks
from contaminated sediment
and floodplain soil, the elimi-
nation of a potential uncon-
trolled release of contami-
nated sediment and floodplain
soil in the event of dam fail-
ure, and the prevention of the
transport of PCBs to other
areas of the river.

In achieving that,  Re-
moval Action Alternative 4
(RAA-4) proposes taking
down the T&H Dam. Prior to
that, the highly contaminated
sediment impounded against it
would be dredged, as would
the highly contaminated sedi-
ment near the Lewis Chemi-
cal site (below the Fairmount
Bridge). In addition to that, the
top three feet of the remain-
ing riverbed over the full
length of the Phase 1 area
would be removed, as would
contaminated floodplain soil.
Dredged areas would then be

backfilled to stabilize the ri-
verbed, as well as adjacent
floodplain and impacted abut-
ting structures; it would also
minimize surface water
changes and provide an eco-
logical habitat.

RAA-4 would also involve
the installation of a permanent
cap that would cover the full
length of the dredged and
backfilled Phase 1 area in or-
der to isolate any remaining
contamination.

As described in Appendix
G of the EE/CA, this cap
would be comprised of a 9-
inch top layer of sand on top
of a one-foot-thick stone ar-
mor layer, which would be on
top of a 3-inch filtration sand
layer, which would be on top
of a 3-inch chemical isolation
layer of carbon activated
sand.

The RAA-4 project is es-
timated to last three years
and 10 months at $78.4 mil-
lion.

The virtual meeting was
scheduled for an hour-and-a-
half and drew nearly 90 at-
tendees. The presentation
portion featured a video that
gave an overview of the EE/
CA and the different RAAs.
The hearing itself lasted an
hour and drew 15 comments
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Death a prominent character
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Moses, left, from a Boston Globe story where he helped to save a motorist's
life on the Jamaica Way.
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West Roxbury’s own Bob
Moses released his life story
this year, entitled, ‘Behind the
Grove and Beyond the Pale,’
and while it starts off as a
slice-of-life Americana story
in West Roxbury, it covers a
lot of ground throughout the
Unied States.

During the course of
Moses’ life he moved from
profession to profession, and
while death isn’t a stranger in
most people’s lives, Moses
said he knows about 60 people
who have died. He says in the
book he’s been to more
friends’ and acquaintances’
funerals than weddings.

“And a lot of them, I didn’t
even mention,” he said. “It
was so high because the popu-
lation was so high. You know,
we were Baby Boomers, and
there were hundreds and hun-
dreds of people my age who
died. It was just a lot of deaths
yes.”

The book relates Moses’
experiences growing up in the
Grove and the stories around
the neighborhood that every-
body grew up on. Then it dis-
cusses Moses’ various jobs in-
cluding as a DJ, an EMT, a
bouncer, a lifeguard at the
Draper and the Healey pools,
various titles at the MBTA, a
promoter, and even a political
aide.

“As an EMT you saw a lot
of gruesome things but you
just had to react to them and
deal with them,” he said.

Moses worked for the
MBTA for decades and
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though he ended up in the dis-
patch room, he said he started
out working in the field, and
the EMT training he had to
become an ambulance driver
came in real handy.

“You know, I had to take
care of people on the train and
platforms where they were
hurt or sick,” he said. “I got
commendations for that. It
wasn’t planned that way, they
didn’t hire me because I was
a former EMT, but I just had
the training and I used it.”

He said he’s seen a lot of
changes in the character of the
city and the world since he
grew up, one of which was
that of the mentality around
seat belts. He related one
story in the book where had
to tend to a car crash on the
Jamaica Way involving a VW
Bug and a tree, and one of the
victims turned out to be a

childhood friend. Moses said
even these days, with new
safety equipment and more
emphasis on curbing the more
than 40,000 deaths on the road
per year, collisions and deaths
are still happening every day.

“A friend of mine just died
in his truck on 128,” he said.
“He got on the on-ramp and
accelerated and lost control
about five years ago. He
didn’t have a seatbelt on. He
ended up getting killed, and
this guy was a serious driver.
He had trucks, Corvettes, all
kinds of different cars. And he
just didn’t have his seatbelt
on. They really make a differ-
ence. And back in the day,
they weren’t mandatory.”

Moses ran into the Timilty
family over the years, as well
as former Boston Mayor Tho-
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Moses, top middle, with his friends after a ride down to the Florida
Keys in the 70s.
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mas Menino. He said all the
guys he knew growing up in
West Roxbury helped him out
in his time and he wouldn’t be
the man he is without them.

“West Roxbury is one of
the most politically-connected
towns in the city, aside from
South Boston,” he said. “And
most of these guys were a lot
older than I was and I learned
a lot. I would try to stay with
the older people, because I
knew I could learn from them.
And I did.”

Moses said his prior expe-
riences with Menino and other
locals helped him out when he
and friends organized to even-
tually have a plaque dedicated
to his friend Ed Hogan at the
Draper and used a media cam-
paign with the local newspa-
per of the time, the West
Roxbury Transcript, to drum
up support for such an en-
deavor after being rejected for
several similar proposals on
city land.

Death is, if not a main char-
acter in the book, then surely
has a recurring role. Whether
it was bar fights at Jado’s,
gruesome multiple murders
above the Chaine’s Pharmacy
or a Code 2 working at the
MBTA, the book doesn’t shy
away from the subject, and
Moses said that was impor-
tant.

“You don’t learn about life

Behind The Grove continued from page 2

unless you experience death,”
he said. “You can’t really ex-
perience death, not first-hand
and tell about it, but you can
experience the death around
you. And that really grips you.
I had so much death in my life,

and I learned from that. You
strive to survive, and that’s
what I’ve been doing.”

To purchase Moses’ book,
go to https://tinyurl.com/
zznhdz74

Conserve our resources.
Recycle this newspaper.

from 13 different people,
most of whom spoke very
positively about the EPA and
its recommended course of
action while raising points
that touched on various as-
pects and potential impacts of
the work being proposed.

These included several
comments regarding mitiga-
tion of the project’s potential
negative effects on public
health in the residential com-
munities abutting that stretch
of the river. Others touched
on the anticipated disruption
to the surrounding community
in terms of the staging areas
and truck traffic that will be
necessary to move the
dredged sediment, topsoil,
and debris offsite.

Many, however, stressed
the river itself and the desire
for Phase 1 of the clean-up
to not only improve the
Neponset’s environment, but
to do no further damage to it
and its ecosystem.

This was addressed by
Ken Fields, a member of the
Lower Neponset Community
Advisory Group (CAG) that
is working with the EPA as
the Superfund moves for-
ward. Speaking for himself,
he expressed concern over
the four RAAs offering only
one real alternative: RAA-4.

RAA-1 – set as a baseline
for comparison purposes –
takes no action.

RAA-2 and RAA-3 would
reduce contaminated sedi-
ment and floodplain soil to
less clean levels than RAA-
4, and both would use an in-
terim capping system that
would only provide temporary
containment of PCBs. RAA-
3 would also take down the
T&H Dam, raising the risk of
future contamination further
downstream if there is ever
an interim cap failure in the
Phase 1 area.

“I am concerned – from
an ecological perspective –
that the cap, which may pro-
tect us all, is going to be just
a scar on our community,”
Fields said,  referring to
RAA-4’s proposed cap and
alluding to environmental
regulations that emphasize
doing the least amount of
damage, before driving his
point home about having only
one option. “When we have
one alternative, that doesn’t
necessarily seal that deal, it
just says you have one alter-
native so, yeah, it’s the best.”

Staying with the theme of
RAA-4’s cap, and the lack of
comparative plans addressing

other viable approaches, he
continued. “I don’t know if
the cap is good or bad. I’m
saying we don’t have that
comparison to make: we don’t
have the dollar comparison,
we don’t have the ecological
comparison, and we don’t
have the risk comparison.”
He concluded by making a
request of the EPA. “We
need more information. We
need real  al ternatives to
make this analysis.”

Visi t  www.epa.gov/
neponsetriver to download a
copy of the EE/CA report,
watch the EE/CA informa-
tional video that was played
during the meeting, or learn
more about this project.

To submit a comment to
the EPA regarding the Lower
Neponset EE/CA, visit https:/
/tinyurl.com/bd7z4x42

Comments can also be
emailed to
R1Neponset@epa.gov. Addi-
tionally, they can be sent by
regular mail to U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency,
Region 1; ATTN: Alexander
“Tristan” Pluta, Remedial
Project Manager; 5 Post Of-
fice Square, Suite 100 (Mail
Code 07-MI); Boston, MA
02109-3912. Please include
Docket ID# EPA-R01-
SFUND-2025-0083 in the
subject line.

All comments must be re-
ceived or postmarked by
11:59 p.m. on Aug. 1.

To advertise,
call the Bulletin

 at (617) 361-8400
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A rejoinder par
excellence

Letters to the Editor

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

At-Large Candidates Forum
continued from page 1

tion, budgeting for federal cuts,
and youth engagement.

The candidates held similar
positions. All five candidates
support rent stabilization and the
right to counsel in case of evic-
tions. Incumbent at-large coun-
cilors, Louijeune, Mejia, and
Santana know each other well
and have worked on legislation
together. There were variations,
however, on how each candidate
wanted to fix problems.

Expanding affordable hous-
ing was important to the candi-
dates. Mathelier said it was his
top priority. “I want to fight for
more affordable rental units” he
said. He suggested rent stabiliza-
tion. “I want to be sure we’re tak-
ing care of small developers,
landlords with the smaller units.”

Valdez favors co-purchasing
programs to encourage afford-
able homeownership. “Families
living together…making sure we
support our immigrant families
who want to do this together,” she
said.” Santana supports public
housing and zoning reform. “Al-
lowing families who look like
me, being able to stay here in the
City of Boston.”

Louijeune backs the right of
first refusal for city properties for
affordable housing development.
“I am a big proponent of the city’s
Acquisition Opportunity Pro-
gram,” which helps makes inves-
tor-owners buy occupied, multi-
family rental properties. Mejia
talked about growing up in Bos-
ton and “bouncing from place to
place. Here now, decades later
we’re still contending with the
same issue.” As a councilor, she
has worked with Santana cospon-

soring affordable co-ownership
bills and wants more city vouch-
ers.

Another question asked was
how to solve traffic and transit
problems. “To be or not to be –
speed bumps or no speed bumps?
Bike lanes or no bike lanes … it
all depends on the neighborhood
you’ve been in,” said Mejia. She
wants decisions to be made
neighborhood by neighborhood
or even street by street.

“I think about our freedom to
be multimodal … how do we
move people around … how do
we keep people safe,” she said.

Mejia said she wants to in-
clude people who can’t come to
meetings and get their feedback.
Mathelier said he’s been solicit-
ing people’s opinions going door-
to-door. “This has been a com-
mon denominator … they feel
like they aren’t being heard. In
City Hall, we need to go ahead
and change that.” Mathelier even
rode his bike from JP to West
Roxbury to have his own experi-
ence. Valdez said as a Hyde Park
resident if she misses her bus, “I
have to wait for another 45 min-
utes.” She says neighborhoods
with few resources have to be
helped. She supports more free
buses and better sidewalks.
Santana considers public safety
vital to traffic and transit discus-
sions. “I don’t want to go to an-
other memorial because someone
got struck by another bus … all
deserve to be safe in our city,” he
said.

An emotional part of the meet-
ing came when each candidate
spoke about their own personal
experience with immigration.

Louijeune and Mathelier are the
children of Haitian immigrants.
Mejia, Santana, and Valdez were
born in the Dominican Republic
and immigrated to the U.S.

Santana said he came to the
U.S at the age of three. “I was
undocumented. I became an
American citizen in the last few
years, so I know the fear that ev-
eryone in our communities is liv-
ing with.”

He has sponsored Know-
Your-Rights training, supports
providing more immigration law-
yers.

Mejia said, “I agree with
Councilor Santana … it presents
itself as an opportunity… mutual
aid can stand in the gap.” She is
sponsoring an ordinance to have
an ID to have access to get around
and to doctors.  Valdez came to
the U.S. at 10 years of age after
being separated from her parents
for seven years. She wants more
legal protections for immigrants.

“Working hand-in hand with
those who are going to help people
first.”  Mathelier said “What
makes this country work are im-
migrant communities. We’re all
immigrants …  we have skin in
the game, and I want to be part
of it.” He wants a legal fund act
enacted by the city and strength-
ening the Boston Trust Act.
Louijeune said, “There’s not a
day that goes by that my office
isn’t trying to address an issue
where someone’s life has
changed dramatically.” She
wants increased support for im-
migrant programs.

The Boston City preliminary
election is Sept. 9. The final elec-
tion is Nov. 4.

 I’m not good at quick (con-
v e r s a t i o n a l )
comebacks.   Comedians at
nightclubs excel at spitting them
out but politicians are woeful at
them, some just replying with
insults.   I wish I had a good
comeback recently to a Keolis
conductor when I boarded the
wrong outbound commuter rail
train at Back Bay
Station:  instead of getting on
the Needham Heights to travel
to Roslindale’s Bellevue (when
two outbound trains arrived at
the same time and I didn’t listen
intently to the conductor step-
ping out at Back Bay to holler
the destination), I found myself
on the Stoughton line, next stop
Route 128.  I could have blamed
it on the confusing signage at
Back Bay Station over the
down-step/elevator: “Tracks 1
& 3” although track 3 is actu-
ally on the left and track 1 on
the right, but I couldn’t think to
spit it out fast enough to the un-
derstanding conductor.  I
merely smiled, saying that I got
confused.

  The best rejoinder I ever
heard was voiced some forty-
four years ago to a United States
president and no one was
offended.  When President
Ronald Reagan (as well as
White House spokesman James
Brady, Secret Serviceman Timo-
thy McCarthy, and District of
Columbia police officer Thomas
Delahunty) were suddenly shot

by John Hinkley exiting the
Washington Hilton Hotel onto K
Street, the president was rushed
to George Washington Univer-
sity Hospital in Washington.  

  It was there that the late Dr.
Joseph Giordano, the son of a
Jersey City Italian immigrant
and the first in his family to at-
tend college, was summoned
from his rounds to treat the ail-
ing Commander-in-
Chief.  Before being anesthe-
tized, Reagan jocularly com-
mented, “I hope you all are
Republicans.”  With so much on
his mind about saving the life of
#40 and under so much pressure,
Giordano had the sharpness and
the wit to reply, “Today, Mr. Presi-
dent, we’re all Republicans.”  

Would Dr. Giordano say the
same today?

ICE AS TRAFFIC COPS?
To the Editor:
In Kirby Boyce’s rambling letter last week, he

suggests a similarity between “illegal aliens” and
drivers running red lights.  Maybe we should re-
deploy the current ICE force to traffic enforce-
ment, rather than their current mission of randomly
kidnapping people without warrants.  That would
truly increase our safety, rather than going after
the imaginary threat posed by our hard-working
neighbors whose lives have been disrupted
this year.

David Wean
Roslindale

OWNING 920 CENTRE STREET
To the Editor:
Let’s pretend the 920 Centre St. project is a

go.  First, you must talk about the logistics of how
this is going to work.

On the first day lots of front loaders and large
dump trucks will arrive on the property.  This is
the beginning of at least TWO YEARS of pulling
down and digging up, the precious, virgin land. 
As they climb the trees to cut them down, they
will see all the wildlife scurry away, except for
one.

The birds’ nests high in the trees will just be
thrown to the wind, eggs and all while the parent
birds yell and scream after them.  The eggs are
killed, may as well kill the parent birds as well! 
 Do they have a right to live?

So, as the trees fall and the land is uncovered,

it all goes into the large dump trucks to be taken
away.  Away to where?   Will they go up and down
Centre St.?

For at least two years the trucks will own 920
Centre St.  In and out, in and out, constantly going
in and out, holding up traffic,  important medical
traffic!  The noise from all the machines and the
constant dust kicking up into the atmosphere will
be too much for people of the Arboretum to take.

Now, these trucks cannot go on certain roads,
like the Jamaicaway and the VFW Parkway.  So,
what will their route and final destination be for all
this fill soil?  You have to know these important
things.

I wonder why “The developer”  (John Holland)
was completely taken aback by the community op-
position (at the Feb. 27 virtual BPDA meeting). 
He doesn’t see the Jamaica Plain community like
the people of Jamaica Plain.  No, he is all about
making lots of money, and the JP community wants
to keep all our natural resources.  There will be lots
more cars, cars, cars we don’t want.  When you fin-
ish your 85 & 38 units there will be 300 parking
spaces inside and outside bothering the already busy
traffic.

You see Mr. Holland and City Councilor We-
ber, the people of Jamaica Plain are all about LOVE
in our community, not the theft of something so won-
derful as the Arboretum.

You will be opposed at every turn.  You are not
stealing the peoples’ protected land!

Carol Galvin
Jamaica Plain
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JP Ignored
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Above: A tale of two gas stations, 626 Centre St and 561 Centre St both owned by Stamatos Realty. Bottom:
561 Centre St.  as it stands today and then with approved apartment plan.

PHOTOS BY RICHARD HEATH, RENDERINGS COURTESY OF THE DEVELOPER

On June 24, again in the
face of  neighborhood opposi-
tion, the ZBA voted to approve
561 Centre St., a four-story,
12-unit building to replace a
long-closed gas station.

Reactions were quick. One
action involves the ZBA being
sued by a large abutting prop-
erty owner contesting the vote
to approve 81 South Hunting-
ton, and two, in an unprec-
edented rebuke, Dave Baron,
chair of the Jamaica Plain Zon-
ing Commission (JPZC) is
drafting a letter to the ZBA
criticizing its vote on 561 Cen-
tre St.

The lawsuit demands that
binding, legal “reasonable con-
ditions and safeguards” be put
in an attached proviso to the
ZBA decision that will protect
adjacent property owners.

Baron’s letter, which he
will submit to the full neigh-
borhood council on July 22,
states the ZBA “showed con-
tempt for the neighbors“ by
approving  561 Centre St. de-
nied by both the JPZC and the
full Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC).

As first reported by Univer-
sal Hub on June 10, the
Moskow family, which owns
46-82 South Huntington Ave.
directly opposite Victory Pro-
grams, sued the ten-member
zoning board and Victory for
“ignoring the requirements of
the zoning code.”

In his June 9 filing,
Moskow’s attorney Bud
Shadrawy states “the [ZBA}
decision contradicted the con-
ditional use variance…[that]
the conditional use will not be
more objectionable to the
neighbors than the non-con-
forming use.

“The decision makes no
finding that a homeless shel-
ter will not be more detrimen-
tal to the neighborhood than a
hotel [the previous use].”

Moskow has owned 46-82
South Huntington, which con-
sists of 10, connected, three-
story brick buildings of 107
rental apartments since 1968.

 Victory Programs Inc.
bought the former En Vision
Hotel in December 2024.
Shadrawy and many neighbors
testified at the May 6 ZBA
hearing.

“Neighbor concerns,”
states the lawsuit, “are based
on actual deterioration of the
neighborhood by the nature of
a low-threshold shelter opera-
tion.”

VPI is adding 39 rooms
with 55 beds in the four-story
building. The lawsuit wants
the decision annulled.

The Bulletin talked with at-
torney Shadrawy on June 26;
he provided a copy of the law-
suit.

“We are not opposed to the
homeless shelter,” Shadrawy

told The  Bulletin. “My client
is only seeking relief to pro-
tect the neighborhood and for-
malize certain protections and
representations made by the
applicant [Victory Programs|.

“The applicant and the
ZBA have refused this other-
wise normal and customary
request for a proviso to be at-
tached the decision,” he said.

Victory Programs did not
respond to repeated phone
messages or emails for com-
ment or further information on
the build-out of the former ho-
tel.

The 561 Centre St. proposal
seems to have as much to do
with a nearby vacant site
owned by the same developer,
Christ Stamatos, as it does
with repeated neighborhood
objections over the past year
to the building itself, a four-
story, 12-unit building.

The neighbors’ demands for
a smaller building with fewer
units were resisted by the
owner.

Richard Lynds is the
Stamatos  attorney. “This is the
sixth presentation,” he  told the
May 7 JPZC. “Dialogue is a
two-way street. You can’t get
everything you want. Some
things we just can’t do. We un-
derstand we didn’t do what
you want [three-stories, nine
units]. We did our best.”

The JPZC reviewed and
voted to defer 561 Center St.
on Feb. 5 and it denied it on
May 7.

One thing that leaked out
on Feb. 5 was committee chair
Dave Baron’s allusion in his
remarks supporting the defer-
ral to Stamatos’ property at 626
Centre St., the long-closed
Mike's Service Center garage.

“My personal opinion,”
Baron elaborated to The Bul-
letin the next day, “I was not
ready to vote in favor [of 561
Centre] until the community is
given some kind of substantive
update on the owners’ plans for
626 Centre –that long derelict
property, unattractive, unused
and unchanged in a vital and
active center of the neighbor-
hood.”

JPZC member Peg Preble
explained her no vote on May
7.  “I don’t want to help
Stamatos,” she said. “He owns
an abandoned gas station, a big
eyesore down the road.”

Lynds accepted the vote to
deny. “After seven meetings a
level of opposition always
comes about,” he said. “All
changes are already done,”
Lynds told the ZBA. “Some
changes we can’t do, three sto-
ries. It’s the best we can do. It’s
not true that we ignored the
neighbors. We go to commu-
nity meetings and hear the
same thing.”

Centre-South Main Streets
submitted a letter of support

stating 561 Centre was a sig-
nificant change and built of
quality materials.

Councilor Weber testified.
“I’ve lived nearby for 17 years,
something has to be done,” he
said,.“The Main Streets is in
support. So is the JP design
committee. The density is
good. My request is to delay
until July 15.”

Weber acknowledged that
Stamatos “needs to work on
that other property he owns.”

The ZBA voted to approve.
“The shape of the lot is

unique, an improvement from
a gas station,” zoning member
Katie Whewell said.

Baron was not happy with
this decision and he said so at
the July 2 zoning committee
meeting. “The JPZC voted to
deny, the JPNC voted to deny,”
he said. “From February to
May there were no further
community meetings and no
changes.

“The ZBA and the electeds
did not stand up for the coun-
cil. Weber did not oppose, the

mayor’s office did not weigh
in for or against. This is too
bad,” Baron said.

Baron said he is drafting a
letter to the ZBA chair Sherry
Dong stating, “The JPNC is an
open and fair process. Their
denial deserves more credit.”

“I’m personally frustrated,”
Baron said. “The ZBA is un-
accountable. They view the
neighbors with contempt. The
ZBA was told that half of the
residents were in favor. That’s
not true,” Baron.

Baron said he received cop-
ies of the plans for 626 Centre
Street.

Attorney Lynds also sent a
copy to The  Bulletin on May
15. A four-story building with
housing over ground floor re-
tail designed by the same ar-
chitect as 561 Centre.

“I didn’t spend much time
looking at the plans,” Baron
said. “Not doing anything is
the real problem.”

Lynds told the JPZC on
May 7 that “the plans are pre-
liminary and are in the ISD

pipeline now. We’re preparing
to go to the neighborhood,”
Lynds said.

The biggest of all vacant
properties in Jamaica Plain is
at the edge: 41- 75 Amory St.,
three large parcels of six,
three-story brick buildings on
two acres most of which are
owned by Boston Community
Ventures for over 25 years.

In that time a small town
has grown up around it of hun-
dreds of income-restricted so-
cial housing : 10 and 75 Amory
Ave, 25 Amory Street, 250
Centre Street and 1599 Colum-
bus Ave.

CALL
(617)

361-8400

To advertise,
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HELP WANTED
Keystone Strategy LLC has multiple positions available in
Boston, MA. All positions may telecommute from any
location in the US. / Staff Data Scientist (job#ME48): Write
code to analyze datasets including codebases, numerical
data & log data; review technical systems dynamics &
behavior. Salary: $197,000-$207,000 per yr. / Sr. Consultant
(job#ME52): Perform market & company assessments;
collaborate on market development recommendations
around emerging technology areas. Salary: $197,000-
$207,000 per yr. / Core AI Sr. Principal Engineer
(job#ME108): Identify business challenges and
opportunities for applying machine learning techniques;
design, implement & test machine learning models. Salary:
$300,000-$310,000 per yr. / Sr. Data Scientist (job#ME78):
Write code to analyze datasets including codebases,
numerical data & log data; review technical systems
dynamics & behavior. Salary: $175,000-$185,000 per year.
/ Mail resume & ref job#: Keystone Strategy LLC, 116
Huntington Ave, Ste 1200, Boston, MA 02116

CALL
THE

BULLETIN
AT

(617)
361-8400

To
advertise,
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ZBA approves Leo
Birmingham proposal

Douglas RivelliDouglas RivelliDouglas RivelliDouglas RivelliDouglas Rivelli
Staff Reporter

The proposed structure to replace the current radio station at 83 Leo Birmingham Pkwy.
COURTESY PHOTO

On July 8, the City of Bos-
ton Board of Appeal (ZBA)
meeting took place to discuss
additions and changes to be
made to private property
across the city desired by
property owners.

While there were many
appeals during this meeting,
83 Leo Birmingham Parkway
was a major discussion point.

The property was repre-
sented by Attorney Paula
Devereaux.

The property owner was
requesting conditional use
permits and variances for
construction of a new apart-
ment building on the property.
Variances were required be-
cause the new building would
not comply with the current
area’s size regulations.

The property owner
sought approval because, due
to height limits placed on
buildings for general safety
reasons, their building would
exceed the required maxi-
mum height. According to
Devereaux, the only reason
for the building not comply-
ing is because the property
has a slope. While the build-
ing itself would remain within
a safe height, the grade the
building is on top of makes its
true height look disproportion-
ate.

The property owner also
proposed building a parking
lot beneath the building, which
only makes its appearance
appear more out of place.

Todd Fremont-Smith, a
real estate representative
from Nordblom Company,
noted that the company went
through an “exhaustive neigh-
borhood process” of contact-
ing local  groups in the
Brighton and Allston area to
ensure regulations are fol-
lowed. They also gained ap-
proval from the Boston Plan-
ning Department in April.

Tamara Roy, a represen-
tative from Stantec working
on public infrastructure
projects, also noted that the
property is part of the Charles
River basin and is close to
local MBTA and public tran-
sit locations. This showed that
providing these variances
would be a boon for the city
while still maintaining minimal
complications.

The building would include
52 affordable units,a  con-
necting trail to Soldier Field
Place and will maintain and
protect existing tree groves
on the property.

With no questions from
the Board, they turned to pub-
lic testimony where members
corroborated that representa-
tives from this property did
hold meetings with community
groups and did acquire Bos-
ton Planning approval.

With the testimony com-
plete, the Board motioned to
approve the variances and
conditions unanimously.

Also on the docket was 45
Solaris Rd. in Hyde Park,
where the property owner
wants to build a two-family
dwelling on a newly created
lot. Speaking on the behalf of
the owner was Attorney
Derric Small.

Small told the board that
the owner was looking to com-
bine and subdivide the land
for this project. He noted that
making such adjustments
would conflict with zoning re-
quirements for the area, but
believed these concerns
should not be considered vio-
lations.

The main concerns, ac-
cording to Small, were insuf-
ficient side yard setback and
insufficient rear yard lot
width. He mentioned that
both the side and rear yard
had sufficient  space and
should not conflict with zon-
ing regulations.

The Board then turned to
public testimony. During this,

they reached a unanimous
decision to which they agreed
that all concerns were ad-
dressed and the project
should be able to move for-
ward pending approval from
the board.

The Board also came to
the unanimous decision to ap-
prove the project.

Another major change de-
sired was at 15 Rickerhill Rd.
in West Roxbury, for which
the property owner was seek-

ing permission to install five
back yard chickens in coop on
their property.

The Board waited and no
representative for the prop-
erty made an appearance, so
they continued. Before a
scheduled break, they at-
tempted to repeat the appeal

for Rickerhill Road. However,
no representative made an
appearance at that time either.

Because of this the Board
unanimously denied the re-
quest.

  The next Zoning Board
of Appeals meeting is set to
meet on July 29.

Legal Notice
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm
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DEATHS

Fire injures
firefighter

The fire raged to a four-alarm status from the Boston Fire Depart-
ment.

PHOTO BY BFD

The Boston Fire Depart-
ment (BFD) reported a four-
alarm fire at 143 Poplar St. in
Roslindale early on July 13,
adding that one resident and
one firefighter had to be trans-
ported to a local hospital for
minor injuries.

BFD Deputy Chief
Michael Doherty said upon
arrival, firefighters found the
structure heavily engaged and
two residents needed to be
rescued through the windows.
Doherty estimated the fire
damage at $800,000-plus.

The BFD reported getting
the call and arriving around
1:30 a.m. to find heavy black
smoke coming out of the at-
tic of the structure. A second
and then third alarm was or-
dered, and about 40 minutes
later, a fourth alarm.

This was likely due to the
six-or-seven-foot jet of flame
seen arching out of the attic
window. Firefighters quickly
evacuated the building them-
selves, after getting all 10
residents out. Then, the BFD
reported using “a defensive
approach” which involved
using multiple portable deck
guns to surround the building
and protect the firefighters as
the fire continued to burn in
the attic.

At around 2:52 a.m., the
BFD reported the heavy fire
knocked down. In total,
firefighters said they had to

use about 3,000 feet of hose line
to fight the fire throughout the
night.

District 5 City Councilor
Enrique Pepén said his office
is accepting donations of gift
cards and other sundries in the
Boston City Hall, and that Mi
Finca owner Oscar Bonilla is
also allowing drop-offs at his
restaurant in Roslindale

Square.
“Gift cards are certainly

the best resource for families
in these situations,” Pepén
wrote on social media. “I’ve
spoken with Oscar from Mi
Finca who has kindly allowed
us to use Mi Finca as a drop
off location for gift cards. My
office will then take them to the
family.”

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

CATALDO

John William, November
28, 1924 - July 9, 2025. Emeri-
tus Professor John William
Cataldo (EdD), 100, of
Roslindale, MA died July 9th
2025. John, son of Mary Alleva
Cataldo and John Emelio
Cataldo, is survived by his son
Adam P. Cataldo and his daugh-
ters Gaye McVeigh, Barbara
Cataldo, and Leigh Ann Crowe.
He is also survived by his two
grandsons Josh Crowe and Ben
Crowe. John is a WWII veteran,
having enlisted in the Army in

1943. He was honorably dis-
charged in 1945 with the rank
of Sergeant, and awarded the
French Legion of Honor in
2014. After the war, he went on
to have a distinguished art ca-
reer teaching across the coun-
try from California to Massa-
chusetts. His life work includes
paintings, collage, calligraphy,
sculpture, stained glass, jew-
elry, wood carvings and pub-
lished books, with select pieces
at the Metropolitan Museum of
Art, the MFA in Boston, and at
the Houghton Library in Cam-
bridge. He loved trips to the
museum, working in his studio,
and a strong cappuccino. He
will be greatly missed by his
family and friends. Arrange-
ments by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home Funeral
Home, West Roxbury. For
online guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com. 

LOVETT
James J. of West Roxbury,

July 4, 2025. Beloved son of the
late Daniel P. and Marguerite
(McDermott) Lovett. Loving

brother of Dennis and Ellen
Lovett of Westwood and the
late Daniel Lovett, Jr. Also sur-
vived by several nieces and
nephews. Funeral from the
Robert J. Lawler & Crosby 
Funeral Home, 1803 Centre St.,
WEST ROXBURY. Interment
in Holyhood Cemetery.  Lawler
& Crosby Funeral Home 617-
323-5600.

PEMBERTON

Doris A. of West Roxbury,
formerly of Roxbury Cross-

ing, passed away on July 6,
2025. Longtime partner of
Michael Dziubaniuk. Be-
loved daughter of Ralph and
Margaret  (Dineen)
Pemberton. Sister of William
Pemberton of Marlboro, and
the late Edna Brown, Jean
Myers, Carol Grieshaber,
Susan Vella, and Ralph, Ri-
chard, Robert, and Frank
Pemberton. Also survived by
many loving nieces and
nephews. A Funeral Mass
was held at  St .  John
Chrysostom Church 4750
Washington St.  West
Roxbury on Wednesday, July
16th. Interment Mt. Benedict
Cemetery, West Roxbury. In
lieu of flowers donations may
be made in Doris’ memory to
American Diabetes Associa-
tion, 1 Bromfield St., Boston,
MA 02108, or to St. John
Chrysostom Church 4750
Washington St.  West
Roxbury, MA 02132. For
online guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com. 

WEBB
James P. of Hyde Park,

formerly of Roslindale,
passed away on July 10,
2025. Father of Jill Botto and
her husband Ryan of Halifax,
and Danielle Webb of

Halifax. Grandfather of Riley
Botto, Dayna Nersessian, and
Dean Nersessian. Brother of
Mary Ann Dye, George Webb
and his wife Virginia,
Deborah Shattuck and her
husband George, Kathleen
Leoncello, Daniel Webb and
his wife Barbara, and Craig
Webb and his wife Heather.
Also survived by many
nieces and nephews. James
was a longtime employee for
the City of Boston as well as
UPS. Jimmy was a big sports
fan. He loved the game of golf.
He was especially fond of
baseball and the Boston Red
Sox. He looked forward to his
yearly visit to Fort Meyers to
watch their spring training.
Jimmy loved the beach. Sum-
mer days you could find him
on Nantasket. Visiting hours
will be held at the P.E. Murray
- F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home
2000 Centre St. West Roxbury
on Monday, July 21st from 4-
6pm, followed by a service in
the funeral home beginning at
6pm. Interment private. For
online guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com.  Ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray -
F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral
Home, West Roxbury.



 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9The BulletinJuly 1July 1July 1July 1July 17, 20257, 20257, 20257, 20257, 2025

HPNA hears new cannabis
delivery proposal

Matthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonald
Staff Reporter

Caleb Mathis (left) and Quinn Heath (right) listen to a question at the July 10 HPNA meeting.
PHOTO BY MATTHEW MACDONALD

Around the Neighborhood
NOTICE FOR FRIENDS ANNUAL MEETING
AND POP UP BOOK SALE

The FRIENDS of the Hyde Park Library is hosting its
Annual Meeting Coffee Hour (10am- 11 am) followed by a
Pop Up Book Sale (11 am – 2 pm) on Saturday, July 19. Please
make plans to join us at the Hyde Park Library, 35 Harvard
Avenue, Hyde Park. For more information, contact
info@friendshplibrary.org.

EA PARTNERSHIPS BRING
THE RIVERFRONT TO LIFE!

Mondays: Broadway Burn - 6 -7 PM @ Hatch Shell. Tues-
days: Forever Fit - 10:30 - 11:30 AM @ Fiedler Field. Tues-
days: Zumba - 6 - 7 PM @ Hatch Shell. Thursdays: Sunset
Yoga - 6 - 7 PM @ Fiedler Field. Fridays: Music and Move-
ment - 10 - 11 AM and 11 AM - 12 PM, @Playspace Play-
ground.

Learn more at https://esplanade.org/projects-programs/
programs/

On Thursday, July 10, The
Hyde Park Neighborhood As-
sociation (HPNA) held its
monthly meeting, which ran an
hour-and-a-half and featured
two local business appoint-
ments.

One had to do with the lat-
est proposal for a cannabis de-
livery business.

New Growth, LLC went
before the group to present an
overview of its plan, and to re-
quest its support when it goes
before the Zoning Board of
Appeal (ZBA) for a buffer
zone variance.

If successful in its applica-
tion, it would be located at 110-
114 Business St. at the corner
of Reservation Road. As de-
scribed by co-owner Caleb
Mathis, the operation would
involve two unmarked delivery
vans driven by him and his
business partner Moe Taha
(who was unable to attend the
meeting due to illness), with all
orders placed online. The site
would be comprised of a re-
stricted-access garage/loading
area, an inventory storage
area, and an office. The busi-
ness would also have to meet
security and delivery proto-
cols, and it would have no
walk-in service.

The buffer zone in question
concerns the distance be-
tween the proposed business
site and the Boston Renais-
sance Charter Public School
at 1415 Hyde Park Ave. The
two are 428 feet apart as the
crow flies – under the 500-
foot buffer zone minimum.
However, they are separated
by the MBTA/Amtrak rail line,
so the actual traveling distance
between them is greater than
half-a-mile. Nonetheless, be-

cause of the way the zoning
code is written, a ZBA vari-
ance is required.

“We really don’t anticipate
a huge community impact from
this, especially with just one or
two delivery vans to start. But
it is nearby a couple of schools
in the area, and I think pretty
much everywhere in the city
there’s children, and the busi-
nesses coexist,” representing
attorney Quinn Heath said at
one point to address the buffer
zone and to assuage concerns
regarding the proposed site’s
proximity to a nearby daycare
business, dance school, and
skate park.

At the conclusion of the
appointment, the HPNA opted
to take the matter under ad-
visement.

The other business appoint-
ment concerned the Voltage
Park Events Center at 1260
River St.

It is applying for a full li-
quor license and an extension
of its business hours from
12:45 a.m. to 1:45 a.m. and
Director Robert Tambi and
representing attorney Derric
Small appeared before the
group to ask for the HPNA’s
endorsement of those pursuits.

Voltage Park has been in
business in Cleary Square for
the last handful of years, and
it holds evening and weekend
events such as wedding re-
ceptions, birthday parties, and
graduations for which it often
must apply for one-day liquor
licenses. Tambi and Small both
stated that its record is clean,
and it is applying for one of the
liquor licenses now coming
available in the city.

There was no resistance to
the full liquor license, but there
was some objection to the pro-
posal to extend its business
hours. Tambi defended this by

bringing up the non-traditional
working hours of those in the
community who attend these
functions but are unable to
fully enjoy them because of
their later arrival time to
events and the function hall’s
relatively early closing time.

“So, by the time they get
there it’s 11:30 p.m., so
they’re going to have 30 min-
utes, 45 minutes to start get-
ting out,” Tambi explained.
“So that’s why we’re asking
that you give us that extra 45
minutes to attend to this com-
munity.” He added that the
City has twice issued 2 a.m.
one-day licenses to Voltage
Park as a sort of test, and that
both instances had gone
smoothly.

Despite Tambi’s efforts,
the HPNA only voted in favor
of Voltage Park’s application
for a full liquor license, leav-
ing the event center’s request
for extended business hours
off its motion.

In development news:
HPNA President Mimi

Turchinetz announced that the
Crane Ledge Woods develop-
ment (990 American Legion
Highway) is again moving for-
ward. It has been back in the
Planning Department’s filing
pipeline since April, when the
developer submitted revised
design plans that eventually
led to a Final Project Impact
Report (FPIR) being submit-
ted on June 27. The applicant
is now requesting no afford-
able units within the project.

The FPIR comment period
for Crane Ledge Woods ends
on August 11.

To submit a comment, or
to get up to speed on the re-
vised application’s official sta-
tus, visit https://tinyurl.com/
mvp6vdpn

July 4th Numbers:

During his police report,
BPD Officer Matt Conley gave
the call statistics for the July 4
weekend. In District 18, there
were 62 calls for fireworks, 52
calls for loud music or parties,
and 362 total calls. Across the
city, there were 778 calls for

fireworks and 6712 total calls.
The HPNA meets on the

first Thursday of the month at
6:30 p.m. in the Hyde Park
Municipal Building/BCYF
(1179 River St.). For informa-
tion, shoot anemail to
hydeparkneighbors@gmail.com.
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published.
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