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The site of Wellsmere Monuments at 3841 Washington St. in Jamaica
Plain.
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over Redlands shelter
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Old time Jamaica Plain businesses are morphing into housing
in Forest Hills, and like the Fireside Tavern and Alco Auto Parts,
Wellsmere Monuments, at 3841 Washington St. just outside the
square is joining the trend.

Capitalizing on a pun, UHub broke the Wellsmere story on
Sept. 29. “Monumental residential building propped for Wash-
ington Street near Forest Hills.”

If built, it will be the biggest residential building at that end of
Forest Hills, with five-to-seven stories around a street-front court-
yard with 165 units and almost 6,000 square feet of commercial
space. There will be 33 at-grade parking spaces.

The property is owned by Joseph Vozzella, who submitted a
letter of intent (LOI) to the Boston Planning Department on Sept.
25.

“The project site currently functions more as an historic relic

Fierce opposition to the proposed family shelter at 5 Redlands
Rd. was expressed during the West Roxbury Civic and Improve-
ment Association (WRCIA) first fall meeting held on Tuesday,
Oct. 14.

The shelter was the sole topic of the meeting, which lasted
an hour-and-a-half and attracted a standing-room-only crowd
of more than 60 people.

Martin Keogh, vice-president of WRCIA, invited Colby
O’Brien, vice president of programs for Make Opportunity
Count (MOC), the non-profit that will be running the shelter
and Tyler Newhall, Director of Legislative Affairs, Division of

As this city election sea-
son winds and grinds its way
to its Nov. 4 conclusion, an
unusual campaign event was
held this past Saturday night
at Hyde Park’s Riverside
Theatre Works.

“Spotlight on the Candi-
dates” gave the opportunity
to everyone still on the bal-
lot to express themselves –
through the performing art of
their choice – to an audience
of about 150 people.

Of the 25 who survived
September ’s preliminary
election and chose to press
on, 11 of them accepted the
invitat ion to take a turn
onstage in what was an em-
ceed, revue-style show.

The event was a departure
from the candidates’ typical
campaign stops. For most, it
also took them out of their
environment. This could be
discerned on the faces of
some of those who had ven-
tured out of the green room
into the small, crowded lobby
as curtain time drew near and
a steady stream of theatre
goers trudged up the long
flight  of stairs  from
Fairmount Avenue.

“I’ve been dreading this
night the most,” city coun-
cilor  at- large candidate

Marvin Dee Mathelier jo-
vially but slightly skittishly
announced halfway through
the first set and right before
throwing himself into a seat-
of-his-pants karaoke rendi-
tion of Aerosmith’s “I Don’t
Want To Miss A Thing” that
had the audience singing
along with him at full vol-
ume.

His statement and perfor-
mance were indicative: the
candidates – many whose
nerves were palpable –
stepped up and gave their
best, with the full support of
an appreciative audience.

About half of the candi-
dates/performers chose to
sing,  with the rest  spli t
evenly between dance and
spoken word combined with
music/dance/other as their
way of connecting with the
room.

The songs were some-
times of personal signifi-
cance. City councilor at-large
candidate Frank Baker sang
The Beatles’ “In My Life”
(with his brother Tom accom-
panying on guitar) for his late
brother John, and District 9
(Allston/Brighton) chal-
lenger Pilar Ortiz noted that
her song – “La Bikina” – was
one of the last that she sang
with her late grandmother.

The dances were some-
times personal, as well. Dis-

trict 5 Challenger Winston
Pierre glided through an in-
tricate formal step with his
wife, while at-large incum-
bent Ruthzee Louijeune
brought out  the Boston
Rhythm Riders – with whom
she had worked out the line
dance to “Boots On The
Ground” – to show off what
she had learned with syn-
chronized, fan snapping reso-
nance.

The spoken word – the
performance art most famil-
iar to politicians – leaned to-
ward the campaign, as on
Erin Murphy’s poem “I Show
Up” and Henry Santana’s
free verse (both are at-large
incumbents). It also focused
on social consciousness when
At-Large Councilor Julia
Mejia delivered a poem – fea-
turing backing music and
dancers – in which poverty
meets change.

It also addressed life in
general, as at-large chal-
lenger Alexandra Valdez
compared motherhood to be-
ing able to negotiate the City
Council (while bringing out
a tote bag and then her two
kids for assistance). She was
preceded by District 3 incum-
bent John FitzGerald, who
started off the second set by
firing off a few (very funny)
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German Centre prepping for Vets Day Candidates continued from page 1
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The German Centre in West
Roxbury is hosting its 15th Vet-
erans Day Celebration and Wall
of Honor on Tuesday, Nov. 11,
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

The event is open to the pub-
lic, and will feature speeches,
music and an honorary 21-gun
salute.

This year’s guests include
State Sen. Michael Rush, State
Rep. William MacGregor, Bos-
ton AgeStrong Commissioner
Emily Shea, Sgt. Major Michael
Murphy, Boston City Council

President Ruthzee Louijeune, the
Lord Mayor of West Roxbury
Richie Gormley and the Honor
Guard of VFW Post 2902.

Roxbury Latin will also be
sending Rev. James Butler and
music from the Roxbury
Latonics, conducted by Minister
Melvin Murphy.

The Wall of Honor is actually,
four walls, as the program has
grown since former German
Centre Activity Director Carol
Kelly started it 15 years ago.
Kelly is retiring – the German
Centre is holding a party for her
on Oct. 24 in the building’s audi-
torium from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30

p.m. if you’d like to stop by – but
the program is still expected to
grow, according to current Activ-
ity Director Daphne Guey.

“Carol has worked hard over
the years for this wall,” she said.
“It shows the sacrifice and ser-
vice of our veterans connected to
the German Centre and even
Carol has some of her family up
there. It’s generational and it hon-
ors those who served.”

Guey said it’s been amazing
to see the walls grow every year
and bring more and more veter-

jokes and then unexpectedly
changing things up.

He started juggling.
As he kept the patter go-

ing – with one ball represent-
ing his family, another his ca-
reer, and the third everything
else – he rattled off his daily
life and then barked out
something to send it (and the
balls) flying everywhere, to
be picked up again – and
juggled again – until some
other barked disturbance sent
it, and the balls, sideways…
and the balls/pieces get
picked up one last time.

“I’m not the best juggler,
so thank God I’m unop-
posed,” he said to wrap it up.
“Which means only one of
two things: either I’m really
good at my job or nobody
wants this [stifled] job. I tell
myself it’s the first when I go
to bed at night. In reality, it’s
probably the latter. And that’s
okay.”

The next day, Jay Paget –
one of the show’s organizers
– spoke of the one-night
production’s background. It
had previously been staged in
2005, 2007, and 2009 – with
great participation and suc-
cess – and was revived this
year at the urging of some of
the other original organizers.

Planning for i t  began
about three months ago but,
because none of the invitees
were aware of the earlier
stagings of “Spotlight on the
Candidates,” the response
was slow and somewhat
wary.

Consequently, there was
much discussion with those
who showed interest. Clips of
earlier Spotlights (which fea-
tured Tom Menino, Ayanna
Pressley and others) were
also shared. “We wanted to
dispel – quickly – that this

was anything other than a
show of the candidates’ hu-
manity,” Paget said of the ef-
forts that were made to make
the show’s concept and goal
clear.

From there, things picked
up. “It was fantastic,” he said
of how it had all developed.
“It was a very creative pro-
cess of people thinking of
what it was they wanted to do
and then evolving that think-
ing to bring even more di-
mension to what they were
going to do for their perfor-
mance.”

Distr ict  5 incumbent
Enrique Pepén – City Coun-
cilor for Hyde Park – closed
the show (Mayor Michelle
Wu had decided not to par-
ticipate) by singing Billy
Joel’s “Piano Man” with
Sean Hurley on the keys. The
lyrics were changed to fit the
neighborhood and his office
(“Sing us a song, I’m your
councilor…”) and that, a few
name drops, and his good-na-
tured effort hit home.

The scene in the lobby felt
considerably different after the
show than it had been just prior
to it – the muted tension of the
unknown having been replaced
by boisterous good cheer all
around.

The crowd eventually moved
down the stairs and a few doors
down the block to Antonio’s
Bacaro, where the good vibes
that it had brought led proprietor
Joe Garufi to make an impromptu
and well-received speech of ap-
preciation from behind the bar
just before last call.

And shortly thereafter, the
last of the theatre goers and can-
didates headed out – together –
into the night, taking that
evening’s experience with them
into the last days of this campaign
season.

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400
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Placard arrests, Allston Christmas issues and Ringer lights
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The Allston Civic Associa-
tion (ACA) met recently and dis-
cussed crime in the neighbor-
hood.

Or, more precisely, a lack
thereof, when compared to pre-
vious years.

Boston Police Department
(BPD) District D-14 Sgt. Edward
McMahon stopped by for the
monthly crime report. He said
one major piece of good news is
that Allston Christmas seemed a
bit quieter than usual.

“There were only three house
breaks in the last month, which
is good because this is the first
month everybody’s back in
school and usually it’s the col-
lege kids who are getting broken
into,” he said. “With the few ar-
rests officers have made in the
last few months there were only

three-break ins, which is good
because September is always a
heavy month for that.”

McMahon reviewed all the
reported Part 1 Crimes in the
neighborhood this past month
including three aggravated as-
saults – two of which have led to
arrests. He said there were also
three commercial burglaries –
mainly at storage facilities and
one arrest was made, five car
breaks, 20 larcenies (shoplifting
and package thefts) and three
auto thefts.

“One was a scooter and the
other two I believe were cars that
were left running, but the num-
bers look pretty good,” he said.
“Also, there was a peeping tom
in the Allston Brighton area and
there was an arrest made about a
month ago too.”

McMahon also discussed the
recent arrests of two suspects al-
legedly implicated in the thefts

of 19 handicapped parking plac-
ards over the last couple of
months. The BPD stated recently
that they had arrested 55-year-old
Andrea Doucette-Keating and
37-year-old Zachary Shelton,
both of Brighton, as a result of
its investigation. They had been
stealing the placards to sell them.

“For good money too, hun-
dreds of dollars,” he said. “There
were two arrests last year and two
arrests this year, and so hopefully
that will end that permanently.”

The pair has been separately
charged. Doucette-Keating has
been charged with night time
breaking-and-entering if a motor
vehicle, malicious damage to a
motor vehicle, larceny from a
motor vehicle, and possession of
burglarious tools.

Shelton has been charged
with larceny less than $250 from
a person over 60, stealing a
handicap placard, night time

felony breaking-and entering-a-
motor vehicle, possession of bur-
glarious tools (window punch)
and malicious destruction of a
motor vehicle.

McMahon also discussed the
issue of scooters, mopeds, elec-
tric bikes and similar and he said
the city is starting to “crack down
on” such conveyances by requir-
ing they be registered.

“They’re also supposed to be
obeying the traffic laws just like
every other vehicle, and so the
captain is putting extra officers
on down around the Harvard and
Brighton Avenue area,” he said.
“That’s where a lot of the scoot-
ers are picking up food in the
evening. They’ll be out just to
make sure the scooters are regis-
tered and to spread the word that
they’re supposed to be obeying
the traffic laws. The city is crack-

ing down on that because there
have been a lot of accidents with
pedestrians and people getting
out of cars and getting hit by
scooters.”

Also at the meeting, during a
discussion with the Office of
Neighborhood Services repre-
sentative Frank Mendoza, ACA
member Bob Pessek asked about
the Ringer Park basketball court
lights.

“They’re still on and our
neighborhood has been asking
that they get turned off as they
used to be, and now (the neigh-
borhood) is starting to feel like
we’re getting the runaround and
some degree of disrespect,” he
said. “We’re a little neighbor-
hood and we have a petition
signed by 20 people on our

ans and their families together.
“Over the past 15 years,

we’ve added some photos and
names,” she said. “When it was
first done, we got a lot of posi-
tive feedback. Staff, friends, fam-
ily members, and participants
from our Senior Day program,
they would stop and read and
then ask for their photos to be
added as well. We now have four
full walls.

 “Carol has worked hard over
the years for this wall,” she said.
“It shows the sacrifice and ser-
vice of our veterans connected to
the German Centre and Carol has
some of her family up there. It’s
generational and it honors those
who served.”

Guey has been working
alongside Kelly over the past few
years, and said she’s proud to take
over an event that she’s seen have

such a profound impact on the
residents at the Centre and guests
who come specifically for this
event.

“It’s very heartfelt to see all
the residents come together,”
Guey said. “For somebody like
me, who doesn’t have family
who have served in the military,
it’s a deep feeling to see all the
residents, officials and staff get
together to honor and support
everyone who have served. It’s
really big.”

Guey said residents espe-
cially look forward to the day.
“They look forward to it every
year,” she said. “We have many
residents who have been here
since the Wall of Honor started
and they are very committed to
the tradition. They get emotional
when Richie and the Honor
Guard start the salute.”

Guey said the Wall helps
build community, both at the
German Centre and beyond.

“We’ll have visitors come in
and people will be like, ‘Oh wow,
I know this person!’” she said.
“Even recently, we had an event
that (District 6 City Councilor)
Ben Weber was holding and he
had someone come up to me and
tell me about their family mem-
ber on the wall. It’s just really
nice to see.”

The German Centre celebra-
tion will be at its primary cam-
pus at 2222 Centre St. For more
information, go to https://
tinyurl.com/48azda72
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The best night
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street.”
According to Pessek the

Parks Department said they
wouldn’t be turned on during the
Ringer Park Renovation Project
planning phase – https://
tinyurl.com/24cuz6bw – but that
hasn’t happened.

“The biggest complaint we
have is we live here and they blast
light into our windows,” Pessek
said. “We’ve asked you, we’ve
asked Parks, we’ve asked the
electeds, and it seems very easy
for you to turn them on, unan-
nounced, so we’re asking turn
them off until something is
solved.”

Other residents reported resi-
dents using the parks for basket-
ball. Mendoza asked that the pe-
tition be emailed to him, and
added that several 311 requests

ACA Issues continued from page 3

 Halloween falls on a Fri-
day night this year.  This is a
win for kids and
teachers.  When the day after
Halloween, November 1, falls
on any weekday, the kids are
understandably sluggish in
school on the day after their
big night both because of fa-
tigue and stomach growls from
too much candy.

 Perhaps Halloween should
always be on a Friday night,
such as the last Friday in
October.  Purists would argue
that All Hallows’ Eve—the
etymology of the word “Hal-
loween” —— has to immedi-
ately precede November 1, the
Feast of All Saints.  But Hal-
loween is currently a purely
secular event.

  When Halloween falls on
a Saturday night, it upends
church services for many as
well as Sunday school.  This
may have been the reason that
years ago I spotted signage in
rural Indiana—on a way to
South Bend for a BC-Notre
Dame game—that Halloween
was to be celebrated on a Fri-
day throughout some county
because of its interference with

Sunday morning
activities:   those rural Hoo-
siers were really onto some-
thing.

  When October 31 falls on
a weekday, most elementary
school kids and most middle
schoolers are too excited about
the coming night’s activities to
concentrate on learning.  Is the
afternoon a lost cause for
education?  Perhaps, but at
least the following day might
not be, if we adults agree that
it is to be celebrated on a Fri-
day night.

WHY HERE IN
THIS NEIGHBORHOOD?

To the Editor:
My name is Lisa Fay, my husband and I

live near the proposed homeless shelter at
5 Redlands Road, I love this neighborhood.
It’s quiet, close-knit and filled with people
who care about each other. That’s why the
plan to turn 5 Redlands Road into a mas-
sive family shelter worries me so much. It’s
not that I don’t want to help families, I do.
But this wouldn’t help anyone. The build-
ing was made for a few dozen elderly resi-
dents, not hundreds of people with young
children. The developer says he’s only done
cosmetic changes, no construction.  How
could a building that was built in 1962 and
abandoned for 3 years be suitable for fami-
lies without any changes?  It has small hos-
pital rooms; there are no private bathrooms,
only two showers shared by the whole floor
and one kitchen in the basement for the en-
tire building. 

There are also safety concerns to the
neighbors and residents and their visitors
who might be suffering from drug addic-
tion or mental disorders. I have great con-
cern about many potential dangerous oc-
currences, but even more for the vulner-
able children in the shelter and in the neigh-
borhood. Also, the shelter will be a short
walk to Holy Name Church School as well
as other schools. It just doesn’t seem like
a place where any child could feel safe or
cared for.

I’ve lived on this street with my hus-
band for a long time; my parents bought
the house in 1964. We’re both in our sev-
enties now and our health isn’t good.  He
has serious heart and lung problems and I
have back problems and I am a battling
breast cancer, thus we rely on a handi-
capped parking space in front of our house
to get in and out safely.  Redlands is a tiny
one-way street.  It’s already packed with

cars and traffic cutting-through from Centre
Street. In the winter there are altercations
where shoveled spaces are taken. There’s no-
where for kids to play, and it’s hard enough
for emergency vehicles to get through now.
Adding this many people will make things
much more dangerous for everyone.

We’re a caring community and we want
to support families in need, but this plan isn’t
safe or fair for anyone involved.  It’s hard
for me to understand why this particular lo-
cation is being pushed so hard when it’s so
clearly unsuitable.

Lisa Fay
West Roxbury

“SQUISHED LIKE SARDINES”
To the Editor:
For more than 3 years, the Menino YMCA

pool has been more than just a place to go
for water aerobics. Every Tuesday and
Thursday the lanes are filled with over 30
individuals of all ages and nationalities.
We’ve created a genuine “pool family.” We
care about each other.

Unfortunately, the success of the program
(our instructor) is now causing an overcrowd-
ing problem. We’re squished in like sardines
while the 2 lanes beside us are hardly ever
used. We’ve approached the Y management
multiple times, submitted a petition and
even asked them to join us in a class to see
the crowded conditions first hand.

We’re asking for an allocation of at least
one of the two extra lanes (which are 90%
empty during class) for 1 hour on Tuesday
and Thursday to alleviate the congestion.
We have urged the Y to listen to its loyal
members and address what we consider a
reasonable request to no avail. They refuse
to listen to us which is why I’ve turned to
The Bulletin.

Kathy McClusky
Ambassador for the water aerobics

classes at the Menino YMCA.

led to the lights being turned on
for night basketball play.

“Parks felt that the volume
warranted a response, given that
the park lights are a public util-
ity and they wanted to make them
available to the public,” he said.
“They did acknowledge and
spoke with you and Nancy di-
rectly Bob, and if there is any
kind of way I can serve as a
middle man between you and
Parks to reach a compromise – I
wasn’t aware that there was a pe-
tition of 20 people.”

Resident Kim Chow said she
lives behind the basketball courts
and the glare cannot be combated
with curtains, and the noise from
the court is also extremely dis-
ruptive.

Mendoza said he would fol-
low up with Parks.
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that is not responsive to current
housing creation priorities,” the
LOI read.

The wood-frame building
with an upstairs apartment was
built circa 1895 by James
Travers for his blacksmith
shop, “Horseshoeing and Job-
bers,” after the huge Forest
Hills viaduct realigned Wash-
ington Street.

In 1944, Joseph Vozzella,
grandfather of the current Jo-
seph Vozzella, of Roslindale
bought the building and
changed the occupancy to
“manufacturers of cut stone ar-
ticles.”

Wellsmere – named after the
Roslindale Street Vozzella Sr.
lived on – is a large 36,000-
square-foot property, 90 per-
cent of which – states the Let-
ter – is currently a parking lot
[leased as satellite parking by
the Faulkner Hospital].

The building adjacent, built
in 2012, includes Common-
wealth Bank and the Croft
School (originally Harvest gro-
cers).

The Bulletin talked with
Joseph Vozzella on a recent Fri-
day.

“My grandfather before me
started the business,” Vozzella
said. “He came here in the 20s
and moved to the suburbs of
Roslindale. He started carving
stones in his basement on
Wellsmere Road.”

Vozzella recalled with pride
Wellsmere’s brush with fame in

Wellsmere Housing continued from page 1
2002 when Sean Penn and Clint
Eastwood filmed a scene there
for “Mystic River,” penned by
Dorchester native Dennis
Lehane.

Vozzella, who was formerly
deputy chief engineer for the
Parks Dept., has his own busi-
ness, Vozzella Design Group, at
3841 Washington St.

“I built some houses,” he
said. “This feels like the crown-
ing achievement of my devel-
opment. What I’ve done so far.
No one is following me. It’s just
the right time.”

Recently, Vozzella designed
147 Williams St., completed in
2024.

“I do largely civil engineer-
ing and land surveying and the
monument business,” Vozzella
said.

“I’ve assembled a good
team,” Vozzella said, adding he
will not be the architect.
“RODE is the architect. I work
with Eric Robinson.”

At 62, “I’m trying to get
out,” he said.  A lifelong
Roslindale resident, he recently
moved to the North End.

“It’s a big lot, over 36,000
square feet. What would fit?
We started with a big box, but
it was too big. We carved ev-
erything out. Eric has covered
everything articulation and
shadow, brick comes down to
the ground.”

The submitted Letter is
vague on whether they will be
for sale, with 33 affordable, or

as rental at 36 affordable.
Vozzella said the building, with
165 units, will be rental.

He expects to submit the
large project review project
notification form (PNF) in
about three weeks. Meanwhile,
he and his attorney George
Morancy have been checking
around with the neighbors, one
of which is the MBTA.

“George talked with them
yesterday,” Vozzella said. “The
south side of the property is a
zone of influence of an access
road ’Monument Alley’ that
abuts both Wellsmere and
Davis Monuments.”

Vozzella said he has been in
contact with “Bob Wiggins at
Gourmet Caterers, the new
condo building across the street
[3850 Washington St.], from
the Davis and the Croft
School.” This apparently has
paid off.

On Oct. 5, Chris Urchill and
Cade Jerome, from 3850 Wash-
ington St., wrote a letter of sup-
port to the BPDA and copied it
to District 6 City Councilor We-
ber:

“The highest and best use of
this property today is residen-
tial development that can help
address our housing crisis while
taking advantage of the prox-
imity to transit
infrastructure…We urge you to
approve this project and hope
to see similar  development
throughout Forest Hills in the
future.”
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Redlands continued from page 1

Housing Stabilization, Execu-
tive Office of Housing and
Livable Communities
(EOHLC) for the Common-
wealth, the state’s partner in
establishing the shelter. The
pair aimed to provide an up-
date on progress of the shel-
ter. Joining them was Alex
Burk, one of the owners of the
shelter building.

Abutters and neighbors
who oppose the shelter have
formed The Redlands
Manthorne Willow Neighbor-
hood Alliance and made avail-
able much of the documenta-
tion involving the site. They
have hired Atty. Kevin M.
Cloutier of the Cloutier Law
Firm, LLC, to represent their
interests in their opposition.
Cloutier was also asked to give
a presentation about the issues
with the shelter.

The shelter has faced oppo-
sition from the beginning. The
nursing home on the site
closed in February 2022 and
there were plans to build a 30-
unit rental building on the site,
but by January 2025 those
plans were scrapped – presum-
ably at least in part due to
neighborhood opposition.

Rumors began to spread
about a shelter at the site in the
spring. When some details
emerged that a shelter deal had
been struck between EOHLC
and MOC, public meetings
were held on May 20 and June
26.  New issues arose when
Boston Inspectional Services
Department (ISD) Planning
and Zoning Division rejected
two plans for the shelter sub-

mitted by Burk. The first re-
fusal was on June 6, which
challenged the usage as a con-
gregate living space. The sec-
ond refusal dated July 31
showed insufficient parking
and off-street loading areas,
and no legal occupancy and
land use as the site has been
abandoned for more than two
years. Burk’s attorney’s re-
sponse dated Sept. 8 included
a revised application which
outlined how the violations
have been remedied or did not
really exist, arguing that the
shelter was allowed by right as
a congregate living complex.

A permit was issued by ISD
shortly thereafter. Stephen
Marsh, who is an abutter at 29
Redlands filed an appeal to the
ISD ruling. That appeal will be
heard by the Boston Zoning
Board of Appeals (ZBA) on
Oct.28. The neighborhood al-
liance brought its case against
the shelter to the WRCIA
meeting for discussion.

 “This was a shocking de-
cision,” said Marsh referring
to the ISD approval. “As an
abutter I appealed the decision
to issue the permit. Tonight, I
am here asking all of you to
support our appeal.”

He went on to say he sup-
ports a current group home on
Redlands but the shelter
project “is a rushed plan and
will expose families to horrible
conditions.”

“This shelter was on the
verge of opening twice with-
out any community input…
misrepresentations were made
at those (public) meetings,”

said Cloutier. “There are a
number of zoning and proces-
sor irregularities that
occurred…shockingly, MOC/
Burk submitted plans to ISD.
They were amended plans sub-
mitted with a letter that said,
‘hey, here are some amended
plans. We’re entitled to this
permit by right, to change the
occupancy to congregate liv-
ing.’ On Sept. 15, the permit
was issued.”

Cloutier filed an appeal on
Marsh’s behalf to void the per-
mit and require a full zoning
process. Cloutier said “congre-
gate living” is undefined by
law, but a “homeless shelter”
is not approved for this loca-
tion.

The MOC/EOHLC team
gave their update. O’Brien said
they have furniture and staff-
ing in place and ready to move
families into the shelter.
“We’ve worked out
security…we’ve met all the
permitting pieces, overall, the
site is turn-key, ready to accept
families.” Newhall said all se-
curity measures are in place.
“This is a locked site, so here,
no visitors allowed for fami-
lies. They have only a key to
their room…there are cameras
all over the place…we’re a
congregate site. In our model,
sex offenders cannot be
placed in a congregate site.”

Keogh gave those who live
on Redlands Road and
Manthorne preference in ask-
ing questions. Many remained
unconvinced. “We have all the
documents. There are state
laws that say what you can or
cannot do. They say, ‘we’ll do
our best.’ … These people are
telling you lies,” said Marsh.

Patrick Shearns, of 12
Manthorne , said that sex of-
fenders are allowed by way of
the MOC contract.

“Sex offenders are ex-
cluded from family shelters,”
said Newhall. “So, the con-
tract is wrong?” asked
Shearns.

“The contract is a scope of
services,” said O’Brien.  An-
other Manthorne neighbor
questioned how a building
with 130 people has just 11
parking spaces. Burk said they
met the threshold for parking.

Another neighbor asked,
“Is there a possibility of two
things: looking at your safety
protocols, and enhancing
them…and would you be
open to a neighborhood safety
council where we bring our
concerns if we have any is-
sues?”

 “We’re always open to tai-
lor any of our sites,” said
O’Brien. Another neighbor
said, “We have a caring, com-
passionate community. You’re
getting a lot of hostility. Who
is pushing this through? Who
has the final say?”

David Donelly, 75
Manthorne Road, seemed to
sum up what many at the
meeting felt, “This is disin-
genuous; you’re asking the
group to believe you. You get
your permit. All bets are off.”
The meeting ended with more
signing the appeal letter to the
ZBA to request a full review
of the project.
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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$1$1$1$1$1,600.00,600.00,600.00,600.00,600.00

1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm

Edward T.
1908-1987

CANNIFF

24"

36"

DEATHS

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 9

Around the Neighborhood

BIONDO
Petrina P., lifelong resident

of Roslindale, passed away on
October 7, 2025. Beloved
daughter of the late Stephen and
Pauline (Bonaceto) Biondo.
Dear sister of Claire (Biondo)
DiFelice and her husband, Pe-
ter, of Walpole, and the late
Frank Biondo. Petrina went to
Girls Latin School, where she
obtained all A’s and A+’s while
there. In 1955, Petrina received
a four year scholarship to
Emmanuel College, where she
majored in mathematics and
physics. At Emmanuel, she
solved very complex math equa-
tions. She also attended North-
eastern University. Petrina
worked as a senior scientist at
Avco in Everett. She was a long-
time faithful parishioner at Holy
Name Church. Funeral from the
P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins,
George F. Doherty & Sons Fu-
neral Home, 2000 Centre St.,
WEST ROXBURY. Interment
in St. Joseph Cemetery, West
Roxbury. For online guestbook,
pemurrayfuneral.com P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins George F.

Doherty & Sons West Roxbury
617 325 2000.

CASTOR

Philip, of West Roxbury, re-
tired B.P.D. passed away on
October 10, 2025. Beloved hus-
band of Kerry (Campbell) Cas-
tor. Devoted father of Philip
Castor (Teamster, Local 25) and
his wife Emu Kato-Castor of
Brighton, Jack Castor (Esq.)
and his fiancé Kaleigh MacInnis
of the North End, Caitlyn Cas-
tor (B.P.D.) and her fiancé Evan
Regan of Dorchester. Son of the

late John J. Castor (B.P.D.) and
Mary (Her l ihy)  Cas tor  o f
Charlestown. Brother of Jane
Castor of Revere and the late
John  Cas tor,  Nancy
Froempter, Marie Castor and
Mar jor ie  Doyle  a l l  o f
Charlestown. Uncle of Casey,
Caroline and John. Brother-
in-law of Julie Campbell .
Best friend and walker of
Obie.  All  funeral services
will be private. Philip’s fam-
ily will be holding a celebra-
tion of life at a future date in
the coming weeks. In lieu of
f lowers  donat ions  may be
made to Cops for Kids with
Cancer, P.O. Box 850956,
Braintree, MA 02185. For
o n l i n e
guestbook, pemurrayfuneral.com.
Funeral arrangements by P.E.
Murray-F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
West Roxbury. 

CONNORS
Barbara J., passed away

peacefully surrounded by the
love of her family on Sunday,
October 12, 2025, at the age of
87. Born in Boston on October
27, 1937, she was the beloved
daughter of the late William E.
and Ann (Clark) Walsh. She is
survived by her three daughters:
Barbara C. Massarone and her
husband Anthony of Wrentham,
MA, Christine C. Kelly and her
husband Kevin of Boston, MA;
and E. Kelly Connors and her
husband Matthew Nowosiadly of
Fredericksburg, TX. Cherished
grandmother of Ryann C.
Massarone and her partner Owen
Leonard of Roslindale and Julian
C. Massarone of Wrentham. She
is also survived by her sister Mary
Holland of Gorham, Maine. Bar-
bara was predeceased by her sib-
lings, Ann Shuley, Eleanor
McLellan, and William E. Walsh.
Funeral from the Robert J. Lawler
and Crosby Funeral Home, 1803
Centre Street, WEST
ROXBURY. Interment St. Joseph
Cemetery, 990 Lagrange Street,
West Roxbury. In lieu of flowers,

donations in Barbara’s memory
may be made to Old Colony Hos-
pice, 321 Manley Street, West
Bridgewater, MA 02379 or by
c o n t a c t i n g
philanthropy@oldcolonyhospice.com
/ 781-341-4145. Lawler & Crosby
Funeral Home 617-323-5600

FEDERICO

Grace M. (DiCenso) of
Westwood and Falmouth, for-
merly of West Roxbury and

WEST ROXBURY NEIGHBORHOOD
COUNCIL MEETING (WRNC)

Area E Police Station, West Roxbury, Tues-
day, October 21 at 7:00 PM.

VENDOR APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR
THE 2025 WRMS HOLIDAY MARKET

Dear Local  Merchants,  Artisans,
Craftmakers, and Non-Profit Organizations. We
are now accepting vendor applications to par-
ticipate in this year’s West Roxbury Main
Streets Holiday Market. The event is scheduled
for Saturday, December 6th from 4-7pm in the
Rockland Trust parking lot (1920 Centre
Street). The deadline to apply is November
14th. To apply, go to https://www.wrms.org/holi-
day-market

Please note that completing an application
does not guarantee a vendor a space at the Holi-
day Market. Acceptance letters following the
deadline. We hope you’ll consider participat-
ing in this year’s event! Please reach out to me,
Lindsey Chase, Executive Director, West
Roxbury Main Streets, 1842 Centre Street,
Suite 201 617-325-6400 if you have any ques-
tions.

EAST RIVER NEIGHBORHOOD
MEETING RESCHEDULED

We hope to come together next week on
October 20th, Monday at 7pm.

BIOPHILLIA AT THE
ROSLINDALE LIBRARY

Biophillia:  The innate affinity of human be-
ings with the natural world. Group show at the
Gallery of the Roslindale Library, through Oct.
31st.

WRMS HOLIDAY MARKET
West Roxbury Main Streets is pleased to

host this year's Winter Market on December 6,
in the parking lot of Rockland Trust (1920 Cen-
tre Street, West Roxbury) from 4:00-7:00pm.

The event will consist of vendor tables, ac-
tivity tables for children, a visit from Santa and
a possible appearance by the Grinch (!), the
Hive mobile bar, movies, as well as piped in
seasonal background music. We will have hot
chocolate and coffee options, as well as refresh-
ments from the Hive mobile bar.

We are very excited to bring this event to a
larger space to accommodate more of the com-
munity!

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR
MAYOR’S CUP SOCCER TOURNAMENT

Mayor Michelle Wu and the Boston Parks
and Recreation Department today announced
that reg i s t r a t i o n  i s  o p e n  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 5
Mayor ’s Cup Soccer Tournament and Fes-
tival, returning to Moakley Park in South
Boston this November. The tournament will
take place on Friday, November 7 through
Sunday, November 9.

Young athletes from across Boston will
compete for the title of “Boston’s Best” in both
competitive and recreational divisions. Teams
must register by Friday, October 17, with final
rosters due by Friday, October 31.

Tournament play will be organized into two
divisions. The Premier League Division (Com-
petitive) will feature 7v7 play with a maximum
roster size of 12, including Grades 3/4, Grades
5/6, and Grades 7/8 teams for both boys and
girls. The EFL Division (Recreational) will also
feature 7v7 play with a maximum roster size of
12 and will include Grades 3/4, Grades 5/6 ,
and Grades 7/8 teams for both boys and girls.
Teams are required to provide their own uni-
forms. All participants will receive exclusive
Mayor’s Cup swag.

New this year, the 2025 Mayor’s Cup will
debut the Challenger Division, reflecting
Boston’s commitment to inclusive and acces-
sible youth sports. In partnership with the Boys
& Girls Club of Dorchester, the Challenger Di-
vision will expand opportunities for children
with disabilities to join the tournament. Games
will be played on Saturday, November 8 at
Moakley Park, and families, friends, and com-
munity members are encouraged to come cheer
on the athletes.

For more information, please contact
Woodley Auguste at  (617) 961-3084 or
woodley.auguste@boston.gov.

Learn more and register for the 2025
Mayor’s Cup Soccer Tournament at boston.gov/
parks-sports. To stay up to date with news,
events, and improvements in Boston parks visit
boston.gov/parks, call (617) 635-4505, join our
email list, and follow our social channels
@bostonparksdept on X, Facebook, Instagram,
and @parks.boston.gov on Bluesky.

MEET AND GREET
WITH HENRY SANTANA

Jamaica Plain Community Centers Adult
Learning Program (JPCCALP) Is Hosting a
Community Meet & Greet Featuring City Coun-
cilor at large, Henry Santana and other Commu-
nity Advocates.

The Jamaica Plain Community Centers Adult
Learning Program is inviting community mem-
bers, local leaders, partner organizations and
residents to a Community Meet & Greet on Fri-
day, October 24, from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM at
the JPCCALP offices at the Curtis Hall Com-
munity Center, 20 South Street, Jamaica Plain.

Featured Speakers Include City Councilor at
large, Henry Santana, Kerry Costello, Chairper-
son of the JPCCALP Board of Directors, Dr.
Joyce Henderson, Director of JPCCALP,
former JPCCALP Students.

WEST ROXBURY FRIENDS OF ROSIE’S
PLACE HARVEST BRUNCH

The West Roxbury Friend’s of Rosie’s Place

NeighborNeighborNeighborNeighborNeighborhoodhoodhoodhoodhood
Continued on page 9

CALL (617) 361-8400
To advertise,
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Deaths continued from page 8 Neighborhood
continued from page 8Roslindale, passed away on Oc-

tober 7, 2025, at Brigham and
Womens Hospital at the age of 73.
She passed quietly and comfort-
ably surrounded by family. She is
the beloved wife of Nino R.
Federico for 50 years. Devoted
mother of William Federico and
his wife Meghan of Franklin, Jo-
seph Federico and his wife Dana
of RI., Lori Prescott and her hus-
band Drew of Westwood, Kristen
Henderson and her husband
Mathew of Plainville, the late
Katie Federico, and daughter of the
late Ostilio and Irma DiCenso. She
was the loving Nonna of Luca,
Chase, Cole, Everette, and Jason. 
Dear Sister-in-law to Dorothy and
the late Gino Federico of FL, Aunt
of Corinna Gallo and Michael
Federico. Although Grace was an
only child, she shared deep, sib-
ling-like bonds with her cousins
from childhood and lifelong
friendships from her school days.
Grace lovingly carried on her Ital-
ian heritage through the meals she
prepared and the gatherings she
created—her table was always
open, a place where family and
friends came together to share
food, stories, and love. Holidays
and everyday moments alike were
made special by her presence, her
cooking, and her unwavering care
for others. On Cape Cod, she
found peace and joy beside Nino,
savoring ocean breezes, morning
coffees at Dunkin’, spontaneous
conversations with strangers who
quickly became friends, and every
treasured moment with her grand-
sons. Her absence leaves a deep
ache in the hearts of those who
loved her, but her warmth, spirit,
and the love she gave so freely will
be felt forever. Funeral from the
P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins, George
F. Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
2000 Centre St., West Roxbury. In-
terment St. Michael Cemetery, 500
Canterbury St, Roslindale, MA
02131. The family would like to
extend their deepest gratitude for
the care she received through the
Brigham & Woman’s Hospital.
Expressions of sympathy may be
made in Grace’s memory to Dana/
Farber’s Jimmy Fund Tribute Pro-
gram, 1 Harvard St., Brookline
MA 02146-9795. For online
guestbook pemurrayfuneral.com. 

FOLEY

Irene Patricia (Dolan) of
Roslindale, formerly of Mission
Hill, Roxbury, passed away at
home after a courageous battle
with dementia on October 10,
2025. Daughter of the late John M.
and Aenona A. Dolan, originally
of Mission Hill, Roxbury. Sister of
the late John Dolan (Carol). Be-
loved wife of the late Thomas
Nicholas Foley. Beloved mother of
Dorothy Irene and her husband,
John Arsenault, of Walpole, Tho-
mas John and his wife, Rita,
Theresa Ann Foley of Roslindale
and Brian Dennis Foley of South
Boston. Nana to Thomas John, Jr.,
Michael Joseph, Erin Veronica,
James Huff and Clayton Huff; and
her beloved German Shepherd,

Buddy; and her cat, Kiddie! Irene
was born in Mission Hill, married
in 1963 and moved to Roslindale
in 1966, and has resided there
since that time. Former Adminis-
trative Assistant with the Suffolk
County District Attorney’s Office.
Irene loved to garden and she
loved animals, she joins many she
loved throughout the years. The
family would like to thank all those
who loved and supported Irene,
along with Theresa in her care of
her mother. In particular, Terry
Nearhos and her daughter,
Alexandra, for their loving nurs-
ing care and generosity in assist-
ing Theresa, Betty Brown and the
entire McEachen family. We
would also like to thank her long-
time Physician, Dr. John Doweiko
(BIDMC), for his care of her all
these years, along with Dr. Viet Cai
in the pain center, Dr. John
Pizzuto, and the Hebrew Life Hos-
pice, the wonderful caring nurses,
and all those who showed compas-
sion and care at the BIDMC. Irene
and Tom were married at the Ba-
silica of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, in Roxbury, and it is her wish
that she be sent home to God from
there. Visiting Hours at the Will-
iam J. Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY, on Friday, October
17, from 8-9:30am, followed by a
Funeral Mass at the Basilica of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, Mission
Church, at 10am. Relatives and
friends invited. Interment in St.
Joseph Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made to
Massachusetts Vest-A-Dog for
those K9 dogs she loved. For
guestbook, gormleyfuneral.com
William J. Gormley Funeral Ser-
vice 617-323-8600.

GLYNN

Michael J. of Roslindale, for-
merly of Bengarra, Athenry, Co.
Galway, Ireland, October 5, 2025.
Beloved husband of Katherine
“Kathleen” (O’Driscoll) Glynn.
Funeral from the William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre St., WEST ROXBURY. In-
terment St. Joseph Cemetery. For
full obituary, please visit
www.gormleyfuneral.com Will-
iam J. Gormley Funeral Service,
West Roxbury 617-323-8600.

O’HARA

John “Jack”, age 73, of West
Roxbury, formerly of Jamaica
Plain, October 6, 2025. Jack is

survived by his loving wife of 49
years, Donna (Salvi), of West
Roxbury; his son, John and his
wife, Rebecca, of Watertown;
daughter, Katie Cintolo and her
husband, Mark, of Reading; and
son, Brian and his partner Karen
Botcheller, of Dedham. Dear
brother of Jean Sheridan and her
husband, Robert, of South Dennis.
Jack adored his grandchildren,
Ryan, Anna, and Emily Cintolo,
all of Reading. Also survived by
his sister-in-law, Tina Surette
(Salvi) and her husband, Ralph, of
Norwood; his brother-in-law,
Frank Salvi and his wife, Linda,
of Walpole; as well as several
nieces and nephews. Jack was pre-
deceased by his parents, Mildred
(McLean) and John; his sister,
Janet Reid and her husband,
Michael; and his brother-in-law,
John Salvi. Jack was a lifelong
resident of Boston and a graduate
of Catholic Memorial High
School, Class of 1969. A longtime
employee of Sysco, he made
countless friends in his time work-
ing as a salesperson for restaurants
in and around Boston. Above all
else, Jack loved spending time
with his beloved family, which is
what fueled him to keep fighting
for nearly five years after suffer-
ing a devastating stroke. Jack’s
smile and sense of humor reso-
nated with people wherever he
went, and his loss leaves an inde-
scribable void in the lives of all
who knew him. The family would
like to offer special thanks to the
many friends, neighbors, and
healthcare professionals who took
such great care of their husband
and father over the past several
years, including Boston EMS, the
staff at Brigham & Women’s
Faulkner Hospital, and Donna and
Nick Parker. Funeral from the
William J. Gormley Funeral
Home, 2055 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment in St. Jo-
seph Cemetery. For guestbook,
gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600.

VELEZ-CORTES
Luis Arnaldo, of Hyde Park,

born in Isabela, Puerto Rico passed
peacefully in his home surrounded
by his loving family on October 3,
2025 at the age of 74. Beloved hus-
band of Eileen McLellan de Velez
of 44 years. Cherished brother of
Genaro Figueroa of Texas, Luis
Antonio Velez-Cortes of Florida,
Luisa Velez-Cortes of Boston, Jose
Alexander Velez-Cortes of Isabela
Puerto Rico, Jose Velez of New
Jersey and the late Juan Luis Velez-
Cortes, Humberto Velez-Cortes,
Ada Velez-Perez, Esperanza
Velez-Cortes, Iris Rodriguez, Vic-
tor Velez, Angel Velez, Luis
S.Velez-Cortes, and Socorro
Figueroa. Also survived by many
loving nieces, nephews, cousins,
in laws, and friends. All services
will be private at family’s request.
Luis was a proud U.S. Army Viet-
nam Disabled Veteran. Luis was a
dedicated employee of the United
States Postal Service in Hyde Park
where he did retail sales for many
years. He also graduated from
Northeastern in 1983. All dona-
tions in Luis’s memory can be
made to World Central Kitchen or
Wounded Warriors.

CALL
(617)

361-8400

To advertise,

invite you to its Annual Harvest Brunch and Raffle on Sunday,
November 2nd from 10:00-12:00 noon.  Join us for a festive
brunch to raise money for Rosie’s Place, a multi-service center
that offers women emergency shelter and meals and so much
more, the Rosie’s Place food pantry, and the Roslindale Food
Pantry.  It will be held at the Irish Social Club, 119 Park Street,
West Roxbury.  Gift certificates and items from your favorite
local restaurants and shops will be raffled-off.

Join the fun and connect with your friends over brunch while
helping neighbors in need.  Admission is $25.00.  You may pay
at the door, by check to WRFORP, PO Box 320076, West
Roxbury, MA 02132 or by credit  card on our website
 westroxburyfriendsofrosiesplace.org.  If you need additional
information, please call 617-529 9229.

If you can’t join us, please consider making a donation to
support  our work at  ht tps: / /
westroxburyfriendsofrosiesplace.org/donate/.

MENINO ARTS CENTER ANNOUNCES
“36TH HPAA MEMBERS AT SCOLLAY SQUARE”  

The Menino Arts Center proudly announces “36th Annual
HPAA Members at Scollay Square,” a juried exhibition which
runs thru October 24th.  The exhibition will be viewable both
in person at the Scollay Square Gallery, Boston City Hall and
in a virtual 3D gallery that you can stroll through at http://
www.hpaa-mac.org/exhibits/.   This exhibition will be installed
at the Menino Arts Center, 26 Central Ave, Hyde Park, MA.
from November 10, 2025 – January 9, 2026. The reception is
TBA.   Gallery hours at Scollay Square are during regular busi-
ness hours, Monday – Friday, 9 am – 5 pm. Gallery hours at the
MAC are Wednesdays, 1 – 4 pm; and Thursdays and Fridays,
10 am – 4 pm.

The exhibition features 47 Hyde Park Art Association Mem-
bers’ artworks and is curated by Mariana Rey of Boston City
Hall Galleries and Sasja Lucas of the Menino Arts Center (https:/
/www.sasjalucas.com).
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Legals

Read us onlineConserve our resources. Recycle this newspaper.
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Contractors, Landscapers, Painters, Plumbers,  
Electricians, Masons etc.

Advertise your business in the Bulletin Newspaper  
Community Service Directory.
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