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Hyde Park resident Marilynne Smith Quarcoo asks a question at the forum.
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Hundreds gathered at Boston City Hall to protest the arrest of labor
leader David Huerta.
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On Monday, the voices of more than 1,000 residents, union lead-
ers, protesters and elected officials reverberated off the walls sur-
rounding City Hall Plaza to demand the release of David Huerta,
president of Service Employees International Union (SEIU) Cali-
fornia.

Huerta was arrested on Friday while protesting outside a busi-
ness where federal immigration agents were investigating. He was
later released from federal custody on Monday evening on a $50,000
bond after a hearing in federal court.

But as Boston Trades Union representative Chaton Green said,
it’s not just about Huerta.

“We’re here in solidarity to fight for the freedom of David Huerta,
but not just for him, but for everyone who’s been wrongfully de-
tained,” he said. “We’re here to make our voices loud and proud and
hopeful. But hope is not silent. Hope fights. Hope is loud as well,
and we would not let this unjust act continue any further.”

West Roxbury Roslindale Progressives organizer Nancy Wilson
said she and other members trucked over to City Hall with short
notice.

“We’re here in solidarity with SEIU and all the other unions across

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu
became the second mayor – after
Marty Walsh in April 2020 – to
visit the Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) when she
joined the May 27 monthly call.

The Bulletin learned a week
later that the mayor’s office called
council chair Renee Stacey Welch
on May 26 and asked to be on the
May 27 meeting agenda. This did
seem to be an election year visit;
the mayor has been making the
rounds.

As reported by The Bulletin,

Wu joined the in-person West
Roxbury Business and  Profes-
sional Association on May 14 dis-
cussing among other things
ADU’s, a senior center for West
Roxbury and the MBTA.

The mayor did bring a few se-
nior staff with her to the JPNC
meeting.

In addition to Caroline Peters,
the Mayor’s Office of Neighbor-
hood Services JP liaison who al-
ways attends council meetings,

Last Thursday, June 5, the
latest mayoral candidate forum
was held in Hyde Park. Co-spon-
sored by the Hyde Park Neigh-
borhood Association (HPNA)
and The Pryde (LGBTQ Senior
Housing), the event – scheduled
for an hour-and-a-half – featured
all four candidates on the ballot.

That noted, Mayor Michelle
Wu was absent for the first 45
minutes of it.

“As people know, there was
a major event this evening,”
moderator and HPNA President
Mimi Turchinetz explained to
the audience of approximately
150 people who had gathered in
the community center of The
Pryde (59 Harvard Ave.). “[State
Representative] Rob Consalvo
had a big summer event, so the
Mayor was there. My under-
standing is she is also on her
way.”

The conflicting event she
was referring to – Consalvo’s
“Summer Celebration” – was
held at the Elks Lodge in West
Roxbury (about a four-mile drive
from The Pryde) from 5:30 p.m.-
7:30 p.m.

The forum was scheduled
from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

According to organizers, the
HPNA had first reached out to
Wu’s campaign in April about
scheduling and its invitation was
declined about a week before the
forum. However, after offering
to be more flexible about the
Mayor’s arrival time, its invita-
tion was accepted on June 3 for
7:30 p.m. on June 5.

The forum’s announced

setup called for opening state-
ments from the candidates, fol-
lowed by questions from the
moderator, then questions from
the audience, and then closing
statements.

Robert Cappucci, Domingos
DaRosa, and Josh Kraft are the
candidates challenging Wu.

Cappucci touted his record
(www.bobcappucciformayor.org)
as a real estate developer from
East Boston who is also a former
Boston Police officer and a
former School Committee mem-
ber. He also referred to his sub-
marine service in the U.S. Navy,
and to his time as a Boston Pub-
lic Schools (BPS) substitute
teacher. His main talking point
was to constructively communi-
cate with Washington D.C., and
the current administration, to ob-
tain more federal funding to ad-
dress the city’s needs.

Hyde Park's DaRosa
(www.darosaforboston.org) is a
Hyde Park resident and a 23-year
staff member of Boston’s Centers
for Youth and Families (BCYF).
For 17 years, he also served as
the president of Local 888/BCYF
Chapter of the Service Employ-
ees International Union (SEIU).
Beyond that, he was a co-founder
of the South End-Roxbury Com-
munity Partnership and empha-
sized his lifelong dedication to his
community and city through his
grassroots activism and organiz-
ing.

K r a f t
(www.joshforboston.com) –
whose home address is in the
North End – spoke of his 35 years
working in and around the city’s
neighborhoods, including his 12
years as president and CEO of the

Boys & Girls Clubs of Boston,
during which time he expanded
its reach into Jamaica Plain,
Roslindale and Mattapan. While
acknowledging his privileged
upbringing, he repeatedly stated
his priority of involving and in-
cluding Boston’s residents in his
mayoral decision making.

Of the four questions asked
by Turchinetz, two had to do with
zoning and development reform
under Wu’s administration. The
first addressed, in part, the
Squares + Streets (S+S) initiative
to increase residential height and
density by the rezoning of neigh-
borhood business districts. The
second dealt with City Hall’s pro-
posed changeover from impact
advisory groups (IAGs) – cur-
rently used for large scale (Ar-
ticle 80) developments – to Com-
munity Advisory Teams.

The HPNA and other local
community groups have been
pushing back against S+S and the
rezoning of Cleary Square for the
last year-and-a-half, so those
questions were not surprising.

In their answers to both, all
three challengers stressed step-
by-step community involvement,
with DaRosa going one step fur-
ther in stating that he was in fa-
vor of an elected building plan-
ning committee to provide a
greater degree of accountability
in the development process.

Mayor Wu hadn’t yet arrived,
so she didn’t have to address the
room regarding her policies. In
fact, she was so late that all but
one of the questions that she
fielded were asked by the audi-
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Labor Rally continued from page 1 Mayoral Debate
continued from page 1the country who are being treated

unfairly by this administration’s
outrageous ICE policies,” she
said. “It’s unheard of, it’s wrong,
it’s un-American and we have to
stand up.”

Wilson said she was heart-
ened by the turnout, as they had
only a couple of days to organize.

“This was an emergency turn-
out; we only had a two-day noti-
fication and there is still a very,
very large crowd here, and I think
that’s a good sign of how seri-
ously we take these violations
against our rights,” she said.

The WR/Ros Progressives
will have a showing at the June
14 No Kings Rally on the Bos-
ton Common this weekend. Wil-
son added that the Tesla
Takedown in Dedham will con-
tinue this Saturday from 11 a.m.
to 12 p.m.

Jamaica Plain Progressives
member and retired SEIU mem-
ber Tim Dean said they have to
stand up now and rip the bandage
off quickly, because it’s only go-
ing to get worse.

“It’s about the rights of people
to live in a society where they’re
not attacked, arrested or inti-
mated,” he said. “This is an at-
tack on all that we stand for It’s
an attack on the labor movement,
on social communities, everyday
people, and if we don’t stand up
to it we’re going to sink further
and further into a dangerous mo-
ment, if we’re not there already.”

Dean said he’s not losing
hope. “I don’t give up hope, but I

think it’s going to take a lot more
than gatherings,” he said. “Gath-
erings are good though, because
they build association and com-
munity. The one thing these
authoritarians want is for us to
feel isolated and powerless. If we
feel powerless, we won’t be able
to do anything. Same thing in
Germany, Hungary, with
Mussolini, it’s the same stages
and people have to stand up with
every association they have,
unions, churchs, community
groups, choirs, it doesn’t matter.
You have to stand together, speak
out and take action.”

District 5 City Councilor
Enrique Pepén was on hand at the
rally. “I was honored to join the
rally in support of SEIU’s David
Huerta because standing up for
labor leaders who fight for work-
ing people is not just right—it’s
necessary. The federal
government’s actions against him
are shameful, politically moti-
vated, and an attack on the labor
movement itself. Our people de-
serve better, David Huerta de-
serves better, and I’m calling on
our federal government to release
him immediately.”

SEIU Committee for Interns
and Residents Vice President Dr.
Brett Lewis said she has seen
first-hand the damage the
administration’s aggressive im-
migration enforcement policies
are causing.

“Right now, my patients are
afraid to come to the hospital
because they fear being picked

up by ICE on the way. They are
foregoing prenatal care and
avoiding going to the emergency
room. People’s diabetes and hy-
pertension are going untreated,”
she said. “The current adminis-
tration wants us to be afraid. They
know what they are doing is
morally reprehensible, and so
their only strategy is to make us
so afraid so we don’t fight back.”

A chorus of agreement came
from the crowd.

“But power doesn’t panic,”
Lewis said. “They want us to
believe they hold all the power
and we hold none. Power doesn’t
panic, and right now what we’re
seeing around the country with
ICE agents coming out to abduct
a single child or a mother, with
the deployment of the National
Guard in Los Angeles. With the
arrest of David Huerta, an ad-
vocate for workers rights, im-
migrants and free speech, that
is our administration panick-
ing. And in turn, we are wit-
nessing true power. The power
of communities coming out to
protect their neighbors from
ICE. The power of workers
fighting to protect Medicaid.
The power of those sailing the
Mediterranean in the name of
freedom, and the power of ev-
ery single person standing up
in the face of injustice and say-
ing, ‘No more.’”

SEIU Local 888 President
John McKeever said all those
who may speak up are at risk.
“The lanterns at the Great
North Church are lit; one if by
land, two if by D.C.!” he said.
“Federal agents are scooping
up our members off the streets.
A tyrannical government is
striking away our constitu-
tional freedoms and inalien-
able rights. Rights everyone is
born with. Members being un-
lawfully detained and SEIU
leaders being unlawfully de-
tained.”

“Where are David Huerta’s
rights, I ask you?” he said. “Set
him free!”

ence.
The open floor portion of the evening ran for nearly an hour (the

forum was extended by about 25 minutes), and a line of attendees
formed to ask their questions of the four candidates.

The first one that all four had the opportunity to answer focused
on sanctuary cities:

Wu (www.michelleforboston.com) – who lives in Roslindale –
noted in the last 10 seconds of her opening statement that her admin-
istration is in five lawsuits against the Trump administration.

Kraft said that it was “reprehensible” to pull immigrants from
their houses of worship, workplaces, and schools with no connec-
tion to violent crime “just because they’re not from here” and pledged
to stand by the immigrant community “day in and day out.”

Cappucci and DaRosa took a similarly different view from Wu
and Kraft.

“I’m all for trying to work with the federal law enforcement, the
state law enforcement, and the local law enforcement,” Cappucci
said. “We do not have that. I believe we need that.”

DaRosa spoke in detail of the risks of being a sanctuary city. “We
cut ourselves from being able to negotiate with the federal govern-
ment on how we go about supporting the federal laws that exist for
this country to keep everybody safe,” he said, adding that, by keep-
ing the line of communication open, it is easier to understand and
resolve issues. “Now we have no clue what’s being done and how
it’s being done. We’re getting the aftermath of seeing what’s going
on.”

Another question asked for five things each would do to improve
the Boston Public Schools:

Wu noted ongoing work on facilities improvement, early college
and career support, youth sports as part of the curriculum, advanced
math programs, and partnerships with outside institutions.

DaRosa said that he would combine the BPS with the BCYF,
stop closing schools, unify teachers, open all pools in the sum-
mer, and engage parents regarding individual education plans.

Kraft proposed adding elected members to the School Com-
mittee, increasing the elementary level literacy rates by 10 per-
cent through high-dosage tutoring, making mental health a pri-
ority, creating vocational hubs across the school system, and
investing in Madison Park.

Cappucci was speaking of a partnership with the Boston Po-
lice Academy to work with what he deemed to be the approxi-
mately 10 percent of problem BPS students when Turchinetz
called time on him (such a regular occurrence during the forum
that it finally morphed into a gag).

Shortly after that, Kraft apologetically excused himself. It
was 8:30 p.m. and he explained that his daughter was in town
from LA, performing, and that he really wanted to catch her
last set.

Although the forum went on for another 25 minutes (the
candidates’ closing statements got axed), Wu’s late arrival from
the Elks, Kraft’s departure for the Seaport, and the generally
disjointed nature of the proceedings all made quietly loud state-
ments about this mayoral race.
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Hundreds came out during the wet weather on Saturday for the open-
ing of this year's Roslindale Farmers Market.
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The official opening of the
2025 Roslindale Farmers Mar-
ket on Saturday, June 7 at
Adams Park kicked off suc-
cessfully with Mayor Michelle
Wu on hand to cut the ribbon,
a steady stream of shoppers
who kept vendors busy, and the
heaviest of the rainfall holding
off until early afternoon.

“The Roslindale Farmer’s
Market has been around since
the 1980s. We are a very long-
tenured market,” said Madison
Danis, marketing lead for
Roslindale Village Mains
Streets (RVMS), the city spon-
sor of the market. The market’s
popularity has remained high
every year, meeting its goal to
bring local fresh food to the
community. Its mission over-
laps with that of RVMS to en-
courage people to come, eat,
play, and enjoy Roslindale Vil-
lage Square with free kids’ en-
tertainment, live music, and
wellness activities also of-
fered. Despite the small area,
between 30-40 vendors are
available for patrons each Sat-
urday.

Danis says the future holds
even more plans. “We’re really
hoping in the next few years
we can pilot closing a section

of Popular Street so we can
spill out on the street and have
things like more performances
and food trucks, if the City of
Boston helps us with some of
that permitting.” Danis esti-
mated that on a typical market
Saturday, attendance is about
3,000.  “It is a testament to
what a staple the market is to
the Roslindale community.”

Vendors and shoppers were
equally enthusiastic about the
market and the Roslindale
community itself. Kim Gre-

gory, of Pure Pastry, barely had
time to talk, as there were al-
ready seven customers in line
at the 9 a.m. opening to buy her
muffins, scones, and cookies.
She’s been selling at the mar-
ket for over eight years.

“I have to say this is amaz-
ing. The first year, it was like I
found my home. I come here
and I’m in the country. The
people … I am just so well-re-
ceived. It’s family. They all
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R.I.P. for an MVP of BPS

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

There had to be a certain
amount of irony here—or was
it coincidence?  When Carl
Johnson passed away at Beth
Israel on a Monday morning,
that was the day the two Bos-
ton newspapers featured the
results of statewide outdoor
track meets, which were of no
small interest to him because of
his high school days competing
in that sport at White Stadium
and other venues hosting the St.
John’s Relays and state compe-
titions.  

In his high school days
Carl—his actual name was
Carleton—was a great middle-
distance runner, but, more im-
portantly, he was also a mem-
ber of that school’s storied 4 x
100 relay team, competing—
very successfully he would
add—in the Boston City
League meets against such
track statewide powerhouses
then as Boston English, Boston
Tech, and Boston Trade.  

The secret to success in this
shortest of relays is in the hand-
offs, wherein fractions of a sec-
ond are gained or lost, and his
relay team would ignore the
admonition of its track coach,
Father Morris, who mistakenly
thought that receiving runners
should not be in motion when
receiving the baton.  Carl and his
three relay teammates fortunately
ignored the advice of this avun-
cular, stocky Jesuit priest, whose
forte on Morrissey Boulevard
was the teaching of math.

  Track was the favorite sport
of this Roslindale-born kid of
Swedish father and an Irish
mother.  At Boston College as a
day-hop, he did not participate,
concentrating on getting a degree
in education.  This enabled him
to teach in the Boston Public
Schools where he taught for more
than 40 years at South Boston
High School, including during its
tumultuous years warranting na-
tion attention.  

Carl’s claim to fame—he
never actually called it that—was
his 40+ years of teaching marine
science at South Boston High
School.  He never was able to

complete his memoirs about
teaching on Telegraph Hill dur-
ing the height — or is it nadir?
—of desegregation.  He was
right there in the middle of it for
all the violence-torn days, includ-
ing the gory stabbing of Michael
Faith whose spewing blood
stained Carl’s clothes.  He
amassed numerous grants en-
abling his teenage students from
both Roxbury and South Boston
to walk in the mudflats of Plum
Island to appreciate nature more
as well as to spend overnights in
sloops coming up the East Coast,
experiences which they other-
wise never would have had.

  Carl was interviewed for
hours by Channel 2’s Frontline
or Nova as it sought to tell the
story on the 50th anniversary of
Boston school
desegregation.  His easygoing
conversation went on for several
hours as he related all sorts of
background and daily events to
the news crews.  Regrettably
most of that, as they used to say,
is on the cutting room floor as
the actual aired episodes not al-
ways captured the omissions,
nuances, and full truths.

  A dedicated member of St.
John Chrysostom’s St. Vincent
de Paul Society for decades, he
leaves behind his South Boston-
born wife, Linda, and his two
Boston Latin School graduate
sons, David and
Matthew.  Boston is a lesser city
without Carl.  But may his in-
domitable, upbeat spirit live on.
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Letters to the Editor
RE:  “HP HEALTH
CENTER HEARING JUN 12”

To the Editor:
It would seem appropriate for the state’s

two massive healthcare provider systems,
Mass General Brigham (MGB) and Beth Is-
rael Lahey (BIL), to help meet Hyde Park’s
pressing needs.

Beth Israel Deaconess-Milton Hospital
(BIL), Brigham and Women’s Faulkner Hos-
pital (MGB) and the now-shuttered Carney
Hospital are all situated similar distances
from Hyde Park. Carney, of course, was part
of failed Steward Health Care, but Faulkner

and Milton remain robust outposts of MGB
and BIL respectively. Given the high propor-
tion of low-income and immigrant populations
in the Hyde Park portion of their service ar-
eas, the two systems could jointly contribute
resources to help establish a community health
center or at least to support aggressive pro-
gramming to address the high rates of infant
mortality and chronic diseases cited. Although
they are often fierce competitors, it would be
great to see them work together for the ben-
efit of Hyde Park residents.

Jeff Stone
Milton

JPNC  continued from page 1
there were Boston Planning De-
partment Deputy Director Devin
Quirk, Lindsay Santana, director
of neighborhood services and
Brianna Millor, chief of commu-
nity engagement. District 6 City
Councilor Ben Weber was also on
the call. Millor flooded the chat
with clarifications, add ons and
links to various websites to sup-
port the mayor’s remarks. The
mayor opened her remarks saying
“I’m happy to be here at this his-
toric organization.”

Wu said she was working on
“some big picture policies, stand-
ing up to this hostile administra-
tion” while at the same time,
“working on day-to-day issues
putting forward solutions for
schools, streets. housing  and city-
wide planning.”

Wu said she wanted to keep
this “an open call, any issue, big
and small.”

First-time caller Kiera Mark
wanted to know the status of hous-
ing “with the potential of funding
loss.”

Wu said “we’re trying our best
to fill in the gaps. Forty-eight-mil-
lion dollars in direct funding for
homeless is locked up. HUD fund-
ing is on pause,” she said. Wu said
she was prioritizing a February
program where the city buys up
“private market rentals and sells
to non profits to keep rents low.”

“Banks and other funders, the
Boston Foundation, partnerships
with hospitals [have created] a new
revolving fund, insuring that rents
are stable and controllable.

“A lot of wait and see how bad
it gets,” the mayor said, predict-
ing, “It will get worse before it gets
better.”

Caliga from Burnett Street was
up next with an array of issues. “I
supported you during your cam-
paign, I passed out flyers, but I’m
very disappointed in your prom-
ises for the greening of Boston,”
she said.  “Copley Square has less
trees. It’s a heat island.

“I’m opposed to White Sta-
dium, cutting down trees for a beer
garden. It’s not greening. White
Stadium is used by marginalized
people.

“Squares and Streets?  It’s tak-
ing away peoples voices.  That will
disappear.”

“I don’t want your legacy to be
tarnished.”

Wu replied. “I want to make
sure the facts are out there,” she

said, “where we disagree. Copley
Square. It’s going to get greener,
there will be a significant increase
in the number of trees.  Copley
Square was a multi-year process
before our administration; open
hardscape was part of its design.
But more trees are coming, 62 new
trees. There are 36 now. Planting
needs warmer weather. Wait and
see what’s growing this fall.

“The greenspace [lawn} was
relocated in front of the church
[Trinity Church] that they asked
for. We’re not done yet. Just wait,”
Wu said.

“White Stadium? This is open-
ing up more greenspace. Well over
an acre that’s been closed for de-
cades; completely opened up that
space that’s been fenced off. This
will be The Grove. During game
days it will be fenced to serve al-
cohol, the rest of the year com-
pletely open. Three hundred days,
16 hours a day open to the com-
munity, including the fenced-off
area. Paths will be improved,” Wu
said.

Wu said the city is getting a
new stadium at “half the sticker
price,” emphasizing that the
Women‘s Soccer League will pay
for “complete maintenance” of the
stadium.

“One dollar per ticket will go
for a tree fund to plant 500 tress
[in the Playstead],” Wu said.

Addressing the criticism for a
less expensive alternative, the
mayor responded that “the Women
Soccer Team has made their own
decision.”

“We didn’t twist their arms,”
Wu said, “White Stadium is just
the right size for them. They did
not want to share a stadium with
a men’s team. They did not want
to be second fiddle.”

Addressing School Street
resident and council member
Peter DeCotis’  concerns about
parking (“a big  challenge find-
ing parking”) the mayor said,
“The transportation plan has ob-
ligations for all parties.”

“I’ll follow up on your con-
cerns,” Wu promised.

Wu admitted what every
Parkside neighbor has known for
decades, “there’s never been a
real transportation plan for large
events –all different sizes of
events.” Wu said part of the
“[transportation] legal discus-
sions will be vetted in the White
Stadium neighborhood council”.

In March, the mayor and the
Boston Unity Soccer Partners
announced the 12-member
White Stadium Neighborhood
Council which is heavy on busi-
ness-oriented group representa-
tives, no one from the Egelston
Square community and only one
park advocate, The Franklin Park
Coalition. Danielle Summer
Keita, chair of the JP Housing
Committee said, “Housing is a
complex issue. The [Planning
Department] anti-displacement
plan is absent of rent control. Rep
[Samantha] Montano has a rent
control bill.

“Right now we can’t build
our way out of the housing cri-
sis, we need rent control.”

Mayor Wu admitted it’s frus-
trating. “Yes I’ve been clear
about affordable rents,” she said.
The mayor said she prefers rent
stabilization to stop the worst of-
fenders. “Rent stabilization
passed the city council, but went
nowhere at the state,” Wu said.

Mark Freuderberger said he
had concerns about Jamaica
Pond. “Jamaica Pond and
Olmsted Park continue to be
used by a lot of people, but this
has environmental impacts,” he
said.

He went on to say he was
very happy to learn of the new
arborists the mayor referred to
earlier about White Stadium. “I’d
like to meet the them,” he said,
and show our perspective and
come up with a joint assessment.

“We want to try and raise
money [for the parks] from the
public.” “Let’s sit down with the
Parks Dept.,” Freuderberger
said.

The mayor has not yet ap-
pointed a new park commis-
sioner; the position has been
open for six months.

“Top line goals? Invasive
species, erosion on paths, prun-
ing of trees,” Freuderberg said.

“This is great,” Wu said,
“Let’s set that [meeting] up.”

A caller named Kim said they
were worried that parking restric-
tions for White Stadium would
put “local businesses like Midway
Café out of business.” Wu agreed
to “go out and meet with Midway
and other businesses” to hear their
concerns.

The clock was ticking and
council vice chair Bernie Doherty
cut off the mayor. “We have to go
on to other business”, thanking her
for speaking with the council.
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Garden club’s plant sale blooms
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Continued on page 7

Cultivating one’s social life
and garden don’t need to be
mutually exclusive. Members
of the Evening Garden Club in
West Roxbury know this and to
entice new members while
boosting enthusiasm for plants,
the group hosted its first plant
sale of the year at the West
Roxbury Branch of the Boston
Public Library, June 7, sched-
uled 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Despite the
rain forcing an early end, most
of the sales took place in the be-
ginning half.

Interest in gardening has al-
ways been around in the neigh-
borhood, but the ladies from
this garden club seemed to un-
derstand the importance of cul-
tivating a good foundation in
organization. While a garden
club already existed, it was dur-
ing the day, challenging for
women with jobs during typi-
cal hours. The Evening Garden
Club of West Roxbury began in
1996 by Sharon Dwyer and
Marcia Stephensen who origi-
nally met at Home Depot in the
garden section and then ex-
panded their interest in plants
by visiting nurseries and local
gardens. While the founders
have moved on, their legacy
continues. The Evening Garden
Club joined the Garden Club
Federation of Massachusetts
(GCFM) in 1997, which is
headquartered in Wellesley and

West Roxbury Evening Garden Club members said this year's plant sale
was successful enough to start planning more for this summer.

PHOTO BY DILANI YOGARATNAM

represents 177 garden clubs,
assisting with horticulture,
landscape and floral design.

The West Roxbury group
maintains beautiful green areas
in the city, such as outside West
Roxbury’s library. The group’s
members range in knowledge
and experience. Ann Hopps
Morgan was the “expert” gar-
dener on site, according to gar-
den club president, Barbara
Menard. Morgan and Menard
are also members of the Mas-
sachusetts Master Gardener As-
sociation, which is a separate
group where one needs training
to join – unlike the Evening
Garden Club, which is more of

a social group for people to
broaden their knowledge.

The standout member of the
group seemed to be Betty Barry,
according to fellow member
Lois Baho, while many other
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just love each other here.”
Dil Zihri, owner of Olive

World and known as “Olive
Man” was setting up his Mo-
roccan olives, olive oil, and
specialty foods at his tent.
“Moroccan—it’s the best,” he
said. This is his third year, and
he sells at different markets six
days a week. “I’ll be honest
with you; this is my best mar-
ket. It’s so nice, so cool, so
chatty. They love to support
you. I love to give them some
good quality stuff, too.”

Jeff Hale of Boston
Smoked Fish Company was
busy stacking his table. “It’s a
great community, lots of diver-
sity and there is definitely a
need for superior products.”
He offered an assortment of
seafood. “We have smoked
salmon, salmon burgers, blue-
fish pâté, gravlax, and white-
fish salad.” He said his sales
style is “hope for the best and
just be friendly!”

The market attracts fami-
lies, singles, dogs and their
owners, young, old and every-
one in between. Stephen and
Joelle, friends from daycare,
came with their families and
attend the market often. “We
come most weeks. We like to
get some plants and veg-
etables, coffee, we’re also ex-
cited about all the shows.
There are karate demonstra-
tions, clowns. It’s a good day,”
said Stephen. Joelle added,
“We always get pastries from
Pure Pastry. It’s delicious, it
takes a long time for the line,
but she greets everyone. It’s
very tasty.”

Stefanie and her husband
are from Hyde Park and fans
of the sausage sold by the Li-
lac Hedge Farm of Rutland
MA. “It’s good stuff. It’s a
little more expensive, but it’s
good stuff.” The free activities
for their two children is a main
motivation for coming. Laurie,
carrying two bags of produce,
tries to come to the market ev-
ery week by walking the mile
from her home, often with her
dogs. “I love the vibe.I’ve
lived in the city more than half
my life. I love Roslindale. It
brings everybody here and it’s
wonderful. I start walking in
the morning with at least one
of my dogs and end up here.”

Marc and Megan Kaufman
have been shopping at the mar-
ket for 17 years and also live
in Roslindale. They do their
specialty shopping at the mar-
ket. “Fresh broccoli, green
beans and smoked salmon,”
said Marc. “When the kids
were little, we came for the ac-
tivities, clowns,” said Megan.
The connection to the market
can be an emotional one. “It
pulls at the heart strings when
you miss the farmer’s market,”
said Marc.

Farmers Market continued from page 3

members called Barry’s name to answer questions. Barry is the
corresponding secretary and joined the group years ago while
taking care of her sick mother. She said she would hide in the
back of the room until one day she formed connections and people
started offering her volunteer opportunities. She also used to be a
photographer for the city’s Boston Seniority Magazine, thus be-
coming the organization’s unofficial photographer. She said she
even helped organize pictures for this Bulletin article. She also
taught her granddaughter to sew, after she noticed her peers on
TikTok.

“She wanted to be like a TikTok star,” Barry said smiling.
Barry designed the decorative and cheerful table cloths for the
event.

The women of the group moved seamlessly around one an-
other, picking up on cues of what was needed before even being
asked. Most of the sales took place in the morning, Baho said.
“We got a really good response, lots of questions and interest on
how the plants are going to look, instructions on care and just
general guidance.” Nancy Clemens, vice president of the club,
said “we were a little nervous. We didn’t know if we had
enough plants.”

Some came from a nursery, Pioneer Farms in Walpole, while
many were “friendship plants,” donated by members. The two
biggest sellers were coleus and sun patiens. Coleus are a tropi-
cal native plant to Asia, known for its colorful foliage and low
maintenance, and can be either annual or perennial depending
on its shrub. Sun patiens are annuals and a hybrid of two wild
impatiens known for their vibrant colors, hardiness and abil-
ity to thrive in full sun. Some of the plants for sale included:
black eyed susans (a North American flowering perennials),
suntory (high heat tolerance and vibrant colors), coral bells
(bell-shaped perennials), sun patiens, coleus and assorted 4”
annuals.

Based on the success, the group intends on having more
plant sales in the fall and spring, Menard said. Julie Moran of
West Roxbury, who saw notices for the plant sale on social
media, said, “I have a lack of knowledge of native plants and
want to convert to native. My girls love planting.” She also
wanted to support the community. Moran’s family looked
happy as each member walked away with a plant.

Barry noted that some of the native plants support the bee,
insect and bird populations in the area. For anyone interested in
attending a meeting, guests are welcome, Menard said. A $5
donation is a suggestion, not a requirement.

“Even though the group is long-established, it is still vibrant,
active and open to new ideas and members. I am pleased by
how members pulled together in terms of donating from their
own gardens as well as organizing the event. It warms my heart,
giving of their time,” Morgan said. Clemens said she took plea-
sure in the continuation of enjoying Mother Nature. “People
can take what we give them and put them in their gardens.”

Ever heard of the moon flower? It blooms at night and is the
flower that represents the Evening Garden Club, which meets
monthly and includes speakers who broaden the group’s knowl-
edge base of plants. Garden tours occur every other year, as the
group’s fundraiser. The next tour will be in 2026. For more in-
formation, visit gcfm.org. Membership is $50.

Plant Sale
continued from page 5 Some neighbors make get-

ting to the market a top prior-
ity. “I was in New York City
for work, and I literally
changed my train times so I
could get  home for the
Roslindale Farmer’s Mar-
ket,” said Becca Gutman.

Mayor Wu arrived in time
to say a few words and cut the
ribbon to officially open the
market’s season before the
heavy rains opened up. Hold-
ing her f ive-month-old
daughter Mira, she thanked

everyone for making the
opening day a success. “A
shout out to each and every
one of you for making
Roslindale who we are and an
example of what’s possible
when we keep believing in
our neighbors, keep creating
opportunities for everyone
and focus on local, fresh and
healthy. Thank you for creat-
ing spaces for families to
thrive.”  The market is open
every Saturday, rain or shine,
from 9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
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DEATHS
BIELAWA

Catherine F. (Mahoney), of
West Roxbury, passed away on
June 4, 2025. Beloved wife of
Emile Bielawa, with whom she
shared 61 years of marriage.
Devoted mother of Maureen
Celata and her husband Paul of
Dedham, Christine Yaffe and
her husband Michael of West
Roxbury, and Maryanne Eck
and her husband Barry of
Norton. Dear sister of Joseph
Mahoney of Chelsea, the late
Paul Mahoney, and Marie
McManus. Loving grandmother
of Amanda, Anthony, and Mel-
issa Celata, Nicholas, Ashley,
and Zachary Yaffe, and
Harrison, and Henry Eck. Also
survived by many nieces and
nephews. She was a graduate of
Notre Dame Academy High
School in Roxbury and
Emmanuel College in Boston.
She started her career as a
teacher in the Boston Public
Schools. She later moved into
the insurance industry and
ended up retiring from Chubb
Insurance Company, after work-
ing there for many years. Also,
Catherine was a longtime pa-
rishioner of St. Theresa of Avila
Church. In her spare time, she
enjoyed volunteering at St. An-
thony Shrine in Boston and
loved spending time with her
family and grandchildren. Fu-
neral from the William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre St., WEST ROXBURY.
Interment St. Joseph Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, donations in
memory of Catherine may be
made to the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation at alz.org or St. Anthony
Shrine, 100 Arch Street, Boston,
MA 02110. For guestbook,
please visit
www.gormleyfuneral.com Wil-
liam J. Gormley Funeral Service
617-323-8600.

DEVINE
Beatrice L. (Russo) of

Westwood, formerly of Dedham
and West Roxbury, died peace-
fully, surrounded by family,
Tuesday June 3, 2025. Beloved
wife of the late Charles G.
Devine. Loving mother of Su-
san Devine Murphy and her hus-
band, Brian, Nancy McLaughlin
and her husband, Kevin, Charles
G. Devine, Jr. and his wife,
Georgia, Mark Devine and his
wife, Lynne, Paula Martin and
her husband, John and the late
Beatrice LaForte. Noni of
Kathryn Murphy Gordon and
her husband, Corey, Joseph
McLaughlin and his wife, Katie,
Kristen McLaughlin Kirk and
her husband, Jeff, Christopher
M. Devine, Catherine E.
Devine, Patrick Candeliere and
his wife, Vicky, Elizabeth
Zanchi and her husband, Chris,
Christine LaForte Katz and her
husband, Dan, Julia Devine,
Lexy Devine, Ryan Devine,
Victoria Petersen and her hus-
band, Marc and Cameron Mar-
tin. Great-grandmother of Callie
and Gavin Gordon, Daniel and
Connor McLaughlin, Enzo and
Anya Candeleire, Max, Alex
and Portia Zanchi. Sister of
Jeanne Richards and her late
husband, Norman, Joyce
Beaudet and her husband,
Henry and the late Richard
Russo and his late wife, Sally.
Beatrice is the loving aunt of
many nieces and nephews. Vis-
iting Hours in the William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre Street, WEST
ROXBURY, Friday, June 13,
from 9:00 am to 10:30 am, fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass in
Holy Name Church, 1089 Cen-
tre Street, West Roxbury, at

11:00 am. Relatives and friends
invited to attend. Interment
Mount Benedict Cemetery. Do-
nations in Beatrice’s memory
may be made to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital,
P.O. Box 1999, Memphis, TN
38101 or https://
www.stjude.org/give.html For
complete obituary, please visit
www.gormleyfuneral.com Wil-
liam J. Gormley Funeral Service
West Roxbury 617-323-8600.

DEW
Richard B. “Rick III, of West

Roxbury, passed away on June
5, 2025. Beloved husband of
Karen (McCarthy) Dew. De-
voted father of Tyler and Chris-
topher “Chris” Dew both of
West Roxbury. Dear twin
brother of Kimberly Leichtling
and her husband David
Leichtling M.D. of MD, Tracy
Abatsis of Franklin, and Tamara
“Tami” Dew Rich and her hus-
band David Rich of NH. Uncle
of Zachary Leichtling, Daniel
Leichtling, Kristen McHenry,
Courtney Abatsis, Jameson
Rich, and the late Jessica
Leichtling. Funeral from the
William J. Gormley Funeral
Home, 2055 Centre St., West
Roxbury on Thursday, June 12th
at 9:00am. Followed by a Fu-
neral Mass in St. Theresa of
Avila Church at 10:00am. Rela-
tives and friends are kindly in-
vited to attend. Interment St. Jo-
seph Cemetery, West Roxbury.
In lieu of flowers, donations in
memory of Rick may be made
to Massachusetts College of
Pharmacy and Health Sciences,
179 Longwood Avenue, Boston,
MA 02215. Attention: Advance-
ment Office. For guestbook
gormleyfuneral.com.

JOHNSON
Carl “Papa J”, December 4,

1944 – June 2, 2025, a lifelong
Bostonian originally from
Roslindale, was predeceased by
his parents, John Ragnar and
Katherine (Noonan) Johnson;
and his siblings, Carol and John.
He is survived by his wife,
Linda (Mackie); his sons, David
and Matthew; his daughter-in-
law, Nilufer; and his grandchil-

dren, Lale and Hayal. He also
leaves behind many loving rela-
tives and friends in the United
States, Ireland and Sweden. Carl
graduated from BC High and
Boston College and later, earned
an M.Ed. from the State College
of Boston and a CAGS from Suf-
folk University. For nearly 40
years, he taught marine science
at South Boston High School and
was known for his hands-on field
trips, notably his open-sea voy-
ages aboard the Spirit of Massa-
chusetts. In 2021, Carl was in-
ducted into the Massachusetts
Hall of Fame for Science Edu-
cators. Way back in the 1990s,
he used to host a weekly episode
of Extra Help in Science on
Boston’s Cablevision. He was a
member of many other organiza-
tions, including the Boston
Teachers Union, Massachusetts
Marine Educators, Audubon So-
ciety, New England Aquarium,
the Castle Island Association. He
tutored at the West Roxbury Pub-
lic Library, volunteered with the
St. Vincent de Paul Society at St.
John Chrysostom Church and
served as a Boy Scout leader
with Troop 1, West Roxbury.
Carl loved spending his free time
birdwatching and talking Boston
sports. He was a proud 30-year
season ticket holder of the New
England Revolution, going back
to the very start of the league. He
ran the Boston Marathon more
than once and volunteered with
the race for over 25 years. He
loved his time out on the Boston
Harbor Islands and attending
events for his grandchildren at
Boston Latin School and the
British International School of
Boston. He loved his family
deeply and was especially proud
to have been welcomed into the
Mackie family through his mar-
riage to Linda. Their acceptance
meant a great deal to him and he
was proud to be part of their
lives. Funeral from the Gormley
Funeral Home, 2055 Centre
Street, WEST ROXBURY. In

lieu of flowers, please consider
a donation to the St. Vincent de
Paul Society at St. John
Chrysostom Church or honor
Carl’s memory by sharing a story
about him at
storiesforpapaj@gmail.com. His
family wishes to thank you for
your kindness during this diffi-
cult time. Your words, hugs and
presence have truly helped us as
we grieve. Carl carried kindness
in everything he did. We will miss
him deeply. William J. Gormley
Funeral Service 617-323-8600.

KORI
Tolo,  of  Rosl indale ,

passed away peacefully at his
home on June 7, 2025. He was
90 years old. Tolo was the
dear and devoted husband of
Arta (Koci). Loving father of
Valentina Andoni and her hus-
band Edward of Wrentham,
and Hajdhica “Heidi” Kori of
Roslindale. Cherished grand-
father,  “Babo,”  of  Kosta ,
Ilektra, Filloreta, Tordor and
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Deaths continued from page 9
Aleksia, and great-grandfather
of Soren and Eero. Tolo’s Fu-
neral Service will be held at 11
a.m. on Thursday, June 12, 2025
at the Kfoury Keefe Funeral
Home, 8 Spring St. (at the cor-
ner of Centre St.) WEST
ROXBURY. Tolo will be laid to
rest at The Gardens Cemetery in
West Roxbury.

PRENDERGAST
Bonnie (O’Keefe) of West

Roxbury, formerly of Roslindale
and Mission Hill, passed away
peacefully on Monday, June 2,
2025 at the age of 76, after a
courageous battle with lung can-
cer. Bonnie, was the beloved
wife to Dick Prendergast for 58

years, whose unwavering love
and care were a constant com-
fort throughout her illness. The
cherished daughter to Donald &
Mary O’Keefe of Mission Hill.
Bonnie is survived by her hus-
band Dick Prendergast of West
Roxbury, MA, son Daniel
Prendergast and wife Julie of
West Roxbury, MA. She is also
survived by three grandchildren,
Christine Ryan and husband
Danny of Saugus, MA, Kevin
Prendergast and Mia
Prendergast of West Roxbury
and great-grandson Michael
Ryan of Saugus, along with
many nieces and nephews. She
is predeceased by her son,
Michael Prendergast of Foxboro

and her brother Donald (Yogi)
O’Keefe of Mission Hill. Fu-
neral from the William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre St. West Roxbury. In lieu
of flowers, donations may be
made in Bonnie’s memory to
Friends of Dana Farber, 450
Brookline Ave., Boston, MA
02215 or www.dana-farber.org.

The Bulletin Newspaper pub-
lishes obituaries from infor-
mation supplied by funeral
homes. Relatives and friends
also may supplement informa-
tion by e-mailing to
news@bulletinnewspapers.com
by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos
also will be accepted.

Obituarypolicy
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