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Boston’s
“Hands-Off” rally
draws thousands
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Staff Reporter

Tens of thousands gathered at Boston Common to protest recent cuts by
the Presidential administration.
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Residents, firefighters
fire back
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Staff Reporter

A few months ago, Flatiron Energy led residents through the site at 35 Electric Ave. to detail its plans for a
battery storage site. The City Council held a hearing to discuss safety issues around such a site last week.
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Armed with signs and determined to be heard, an estimated
30,000 demonstrators – according to the Boston Police Depart-
ment, other estimates go as high as 100,000 – inundated the Bos-
ton Common, Boston City Plaza, and adjacent streets during a
three-hour rally on Saturday, April 5. Staged as part of a nation-
wide “Hands-Off” effort to show opposition to the Trump
administration’s actions in its first 72 days in office, the rally
was sponsored by national organizations including Indivisible,
Hands-Off, Move-On, and various Massachusetts groups. Simi-
lar rallies were held the same day in every state in the U.S.

The rally and march kicked off at the Parkman Bandstand in
the Common and proceeded toward City Hall where the main
speeches were scheduled. Using any available route, the crowd,
waving signs, and chanting slogans, quickly jammed Tremont
Street as City Hall Plaza filled up leaving many to remain at the
outer limits, well away from the stage and the ability to see or
hear much, as rain began to fall.

Nothing, however, dimmed the buoyant mood of a crowd that
had finally found a collective outlet for their frustrations with
the government. Signs demanding the stop to the administration’s
efforts to downsize, restructure and cut funding for public edu-
cation, Social Security, healthcare benefits for veterans, Medic-
aid and Medicare, the National Park Service, and aid to foreign
countries dotted the throng. Other signs showed concerns about
threats to the economy and to the personal and political rights of
everyone including the right to due process for immigrants and
foreigners, women’s reproductive rights and LGBTQ rights.
Anger toward Vladimir Putin, Elon Musk and his Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE), Tesla automobiles, Russia’s war
against Ukraine, and tariffs was on full display.

“I’m here for hope, democracy, and resistance. Oh, my good-
ness, what am I not concerned about?” said Courtney Standish of
Jamaica Plain. “It’s hard to narrow it down. I feel like my race

The Boston City Council
recently held a hearing with
residents, industry experts,
state officials and local officials
to start crafting regulation
around Battery Energy Storage
Systems (BESS) in the city.

The biggest concerns dis-
cussed were that of fire, fire
safety and hazardous chemicals
going into the air.

The hearing comes after two
somewhat controversial

projects, one proposed at 35
Electric Ave. in Brighton and
one proposed for 401 Cummins
Hwy. on the Hyde Park,
Roslindale and Mattapan lines.
Both would be close to residen-
tial properties, with 35 Electric
Ave.’s profile approaching 20
feet from a residential property
line.

Public regulation was the
immediate focus. For large
projects the state generally
takes the lead – that’s anything
over 100 megawatt hours of
storage. All sorts of processes,

regulations, and governmental
mechanisms for control were
discussed.

In terms of safety procedure,
Boston Fire Department (BFD)
Captain Kelly said he was grati-
fied that the department was
being consulted at the begin-
ning of the process. “We’re
generally at the end, we see it
once everything has been built
and gone through,” he said.
“With us being allowed to be
here in the beginning, it allows

Volunteers gathered at Tim White
Way in West Roxbury for this
year's Love Your Block cleanup.
The annual cleanups across the
city are designed to build com-
munity during the spring months.
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Grey skies and chilly
weather did not deter dozens
of residents of West Roxbury
from participating in the 10th
annual Love Your Block,
sponsored by the Mayor’s
Office of Civic Organizing, on
Saturday, April 5. The general
comments from all the volun-
teers who met at the Tim
White Way were love for their
neighborhood and a desire to
help clean it up.

Love Your Block is a

citywide initiative, and City
Councilor At-Large Erin
Murphy said she was making
stops all around the city to
help out. Originally from
Dorchester, Murphy said she
comes from a family dedi-
cated to community activism
and she was happy to take her

politician’s hat off and be a
regular person.

Murphy said next on her
list of places to clean up are:
Brighton, Andrew Square and
the South End. “It’s great to
see community organizers and
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Battery Storage Hearing continued from page 1
us to address any life safety
concerns that arise at the time,
instead of at the end. That is
going to save us a tremendous
amount of time, money and
headaches.”

Kelly said that the BFD has
not created any best practices
for dealing with a fire at a BESS
– as there aren’t currently any
such facilities in the city – nor
has it discussed any practices
with cities that already have
such facilities about what they
plan to do in case of emergency.

“I have had several conver-
sations and meetings with third-
party consultants, private in-
dustry fire protection consult-
ants regarding the best way to
go about developing the proce-
dures and standards we need
here in Boston in terms of en-
ergy storage,” he said.

District 9 City Councilor

Liz Breadon asked the city rep-
resentatives if they had con-
ducted any kind of study to fig-
ure out where the best locations
for large BESS systems should
go. Green New Deal Director
Oliver Sellers-Garcia said the
short answer was “No.”

“I think it’s because the na-
ture of what a BESS is.  It’s
complex in a way that does not
necessarily match a land-use-
based analysis,” he said.

Garcia did say that the
state’s siting suitability process,
which was outlined in the re-
cent 2024 BESS legislation -
https://tinyurl.com/4huxdt6t -
is something they will be keep-
ing an eye on.

The main problem with
BESS, at least with the cur-
rently proposed lithium ion
models, is thermal runaway.
That’s when one battery cell in

the unit – of which there are
hundreds – fails and overheats,
which then causes a cascade
effect and all the cells start to
overheat. This can cause explo-
sive results – as what happened
in Surprise, Arizona, in 2019 -
https://tinyurl.com/5376h3z7 ,
or long-lasting fires that can
take days to extinguish and can
then reignite, as what recently
happened in Moss Landing,
California just this past Janu-
ary and February -https://
tinyurl.com/3znjhfcd

Residents in Moss Landing
reported after the 300 megawatt
facility burst into flames, twice,
- https://tinyurl.com/4mpjpn3m
- negative respiratory health ef-
fects, and residents, especially
those around Electric Avenue in
Brighton, were concerned
about those potential adverse
health effects.

Massachusetts actually re-
leased a report about the toxi-
cology of a BESS fire from
MSN-RN EMTP Nantucket
Fire Department Captain Timo-
thy J. Vamosi ( https://
tinyurl.com/2fmypfxa ) that de-
tails how the chemicals in those
fires change and can become
dangerous, including hydrogen
fluoride which can become hy-
drofluoric acid if it comes into
contact with water.

Tests from the Texas A&M
Engineering Extension Service
found that 24 heavy metals and
75 semi-volatile organic com-
pounds were detected in burn
bunker testing - https://
tinyurl.com/ya7a9vhy. The
tests also found that heavy met-
als remained on firefighter pro-
tective gear, even after it was
specifically cleaned to get rid
of contaminants (as many
firefighter laundry rooms are
designed to work).

Brighton resident Mary
LaRosee said she was con-
cerned about the fires and toxic
gases.  And Brighton resident
and NFD firefighter Benny
Upton said he had problems
with the proximity to residen-
tial neighborhoods.

“This facility is being pro-
posed just 20 feet from resi-
dential neighborhood prop-
erty lines,” he said.

Upton said he was not
buying any updates in safety
infrastructure, as Flatiron En-
ergy, the company behind the
facility, cited improvements
from the 2022 Moss Landing
Fire during its Dec. 2024 pre-
sentation to the city to avoid
similar accidents

“Even after adopting
California’s strict environmen-
tal standards – the toughest in
the country – catastrophic fail-
ure still occurred, on Jan. 16

this year, a thermal runaway
fire broke out at the Moss Land-
ing facility, leading to the
evacuation of 1,200 people,
road closures, widespread re-
ports of illness due to air deg-
radation, heavy toxic metals,
cobalt, nickle, magnesium and
cooper were released into the
air and state-of-the-art fire sup-
pression systems failed to con-
trol the fire.”

Upton said this same facil-
ity later reignited, as detailed
above, in February. He said
California is considering legis-
lation to require 3,200 feet of
setback for such BESS facili-
ties.

“Yet here in Brighton?” he
said. “Flatiron is offering us 20
feet, putting hundreds of fami-
lies at risk.”

GreenRoots Director of Cli-
mate Justice John Walkey said
after 10 years of fighting in East
Boston over a power substa-
tion, he and the opposition
learned a lot. He said despite
the fact that the substation is
under construction at the mo-
ment, it did result in increased
public processes around electri-
cal infrastructure. He also
pointed out that  i t  is
ratepayers who ultimately
pay for all this infrastruc-
ture.

“They will be going to
the Department of Public
Utilities with a rate case
and put the cost of this on
ra t epaye r s , ”  he  s a id .
“Don’t just think of this as
a private company that’s
bui lding something with
the i r  money,  i t ’s  you r
money, because it’s coming
out of ratepayers’ bills. So the
benefits for the neighbors are
the same as if it was a bunch
of luxury condos. What does
it do for the neighbors? Not
much of anything except what
you can get out of them in the
community process.”
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The Boston City Council held
a hearing recently on the
administration’s released Anti-
Displacement Plan - https://
tinyurl.com/43d2ksme - to figure
out how to help keep Boston resi-
dents and businesses in their
homes/locations.

On March 31, the Boston
City Council held a committee
hearing to address the Wu
Administration’s Anti-Displace-
ment Action Plan, which was re-
leased for 45-day public com-
ment on March 19.

The plan itself details strate-
gies the city is looking to use to
prevent displacement, but it does
not include additional invest-
ment. The funds were actually
appropriated over the summer,
which detailed a 10.3 percent in-
crease in the Housing Cabinet
budget to work on these issues -
https://tinyurl.com/mrbhd6zb -,
as well as $2 million for the Bos-
ton Home Acquisition Fund,
which helps residents to buy their
homes, as homeowners have the
least likelihood of being dis-
placed - https://tinyurl.com/
2up82t5m

The three-hour meeting
ranged wide over a host of top-
ics around the city’s anti-dis-
placement policies, but a strong
theme was the Boston Planning
Department’s Squares + Streets
(S+S) initiative which, according
to  Interim Planning Department

Council targets displacement
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

Interim Planning Director Devin Quirk discussed how anti-displace-
ment policies fit into the new Squares + Streets zoning initiative.
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Director Devin Quirk, was de-
signed with the aim of codifying
and standardizing Boston’s Zon-
ing Code in downtowns and
commercial districts. Opponents
to S+S cite its increased density
as a problem – up to 145 feet as
planned for a small section of
Roslindale Square – and state
that without proper protections
for the current businesses and
residents in those districts, dis-
placement will become worse.

However, the city’s position
was that doing nothing will just
accelerate displacement, as

disinvested areas could be
quickly snatched up and rents
increased. Often, rents have been
raised by private investors with-
out any additional work to the
property (https://tinyurl.com/
4mmdyskr).  Executive Director
of the Boston Planning Advisory
Council Katharine Lusk said part
of the city’s anti-displacement
plan is to help keep residents in
their homes and take direct ac-
tion when residents are facing

Anti-DisplacementAnti-DisplacementAnti-DisplacementAnti-DisplacementAnti-Displacement
Continued on page 6
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Letters to the Editor Willard, thanks for the memories

Willard with his brother Curtis during happier times.
PHOTO BY GINNY GALEOTA

JOE CAN TAKE THE HEAT
To the Editor:
Lately, Joe Galeota has been taking much heat for his opin-

ions on things such as road diets, bike lanes, etc. Seems the ‘wokes’
out in this  southwest corner of the city are hell bent on criticiz-
ing anyone who moves off the correct path that is now passing
for correct speech. If you veer off course the progressive police
will call you out.

  I am not surprised at all that Joe stepped off the third rail, but
ironically took on the MBTA in the matter of faceless senior cards.
Like Joe, I am a senior too and just a few years younger than
him. I’ve liked my Charlie Card with my mug in it and, like Joe,
the photo was not one of my best taken. I won’t need my new T
card until next year so my puss will still be visible on my card.
However, and this could be good, I will never get any older than
that face of mine when my senior reduced card goes invalid. At
least I won’t be invalid, hopefully for a long time. I hope to be
able to continue to bitch about T service for years to come.

I still remember when I took my mom to get her Charlie Card
over at the Downtown Crossing station on the Orange Line. She
hated her photo so much and when I laughed at her and her se-
nior card, she told me not to laugh too loud because someday I
would be getting my own card too. I replied to her that it was a
long way’s off in the future for me. Guess what, that future hap-
pened to me about 12 years ago now. Only thing that changed
was the price of the ride that went up and up and up.

I think Joe Galeota is safe from another round of negative
letters showing up on the pages of The Bulletin, huh? Who can
be upset with Joe wanting his photo back on his T card again.
I’ve got only one more year before my card is no longer a good
ID card.

Sal Giarratani
East Boston

BMS Paper and White
Stadium approved

RicharRicharRicharRicharRichard Heathd Heathd Heathd Heathd Heath
Staff Reporter

From Joe Galeota
Last Saturday Willard

passed away.  Willard was the
large, black steer owned by
the Allandale Farm who co-
habited the eastern area of the
farm with another similarly
large steer named
Curtis.  Both had been
shipped down as young ‘uns
from distant Bridgewater,
Vermont, in 2008.

  As a city boy, I don’t
know a steer from a bull, just
as a non-lawyer I don’t know
a habeas from a corpus.  But
I do know that for the past
seventeen years I had enjoyed
taking all my grandchildren
for walks up to the farm strad-
dling the Brookline-Jamaica
Plain border to stare, ogle,
make faces at, say “boo,’ and
whatever else toddlers, kids,
and tweens do to such large
animals (but no throwing
things allowed).  Indeed, I
had welcomed such opportu-
nities to grandfatherly inter-
act with them whether on
brisk mornings in the autumn,
sunny afternoons in the
spring, or humid evenings in
the summer to hoof up to visit
Willard and his brother
Curtis.

  A so-called celebration of
life ceremony had been sched-
uled for the next day, Sunday,
at 1 PM, rain or shine.  The
planners had asked that if any-
one could play the bagpipes,
reminiscent of their Scottish
Highland background, to give
them a proper Scottish
sendoff.  Unable to attend that
ceremony, I did wander up to
the farm a couple of hours
later and noticed attached to
their paddocks several dozen
poignant drawings and signs
by children attesting to their
love of the two huge animals
as well as notes from commut-

ers who delighted in seeing
the animals as they drove
by daily.

  According to the farm’s
statement, Willard died at
one of his favorite spots, a
hillside overlooking the
pond.  When I arrived alone
on a dank Sunday after-
noon, Curtis was lounging
thirty feet or so from his
shed; I’m not sure if it had
sunk into his mind that his
mate was dead but it sure
had sunk into mine, bring-
ing back a flood of memo-
ries with my grandchil-
dren.  

Mayor Wu (center) at the April 3 press conference celebrating the court approval of White Stadium.
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It was an action packed 18
hours for the Egleston Square/
Green Street corner of Jamaica
Plain over April 2 and 3.

On April 2, at 3 p.m., Judge
Matthew Nestor ruled that White
Stadium redevelopment did not
violate Chapter 97 of state law,
and at 8 p.m. the Jamaica Plain
Zoning Committee (JPZC) fi-
nally heard and approved Bob
Harrington’s plans for his BMS
property at 3390 Washington St.

JPZC Chair Dave Barron
spoke the obvious when he in-
troduced the BMS agenda item
Wednesday evening. “We’ve
heard about it, we’ve read about
it but it’s never actually had a
zoning meeting about it,” he said.

Harrington’s consultant,
Christopher Tracy, opened with
what could be considered a mas-
sive understatement. “It’s been a
very thorough process,” he said.

The first public presentation
for BMS Paper was on January
20, 2020 when Harrington made
a presentation to the Stonybrook
Neighborhood Association.

Over the next five years the
Bulletin write six stories about
the evolution of Harrington’s
plans that originally were a multi-
level T-shaped building topping
out at six stories in one area with
160 apartments attached to the
brick BMS retail store.

In another understatement,
Tracy said “there had been tre-
mendous growth in that corner.”

In that five years five, large,

multi- family buildings haven
sprouted up around BMS, includ-
ing the just-opened, five story
Pine Street Inn building,  The
Lydia.

Designed by David
O‘Sullivan, the BMS building
was subjected to an unusual
amount of design review by the
Boston Civic Design Commis-
sion over five meetings until ( the
then) BPDA Article 80 approval
on June 1, 2023.

By that time BMS Paper had
been reduced to two separate
five-story buildings around a
courtyard with 82 apartments.

 Harrington expanded his
wholesale restaurant and paper
products supply business to in-
clude a retail grocery and take –
out deli counter in 2021; Tracy
described that expansion as a”
little BJ’s.”

Tracy said there would 82
rental apartments, 43 in the front
building attached to the BMS
warehouse ( Building A)  with a
second floor restaurant, and 39
in Building B at the rear, a five -
story building with three floors
over two levels of parking with
87 spaces.

Building B Tracy said would
be “dug into the hill buried with
two levels of parking.”

The steep and wooded hill-
side was excavated of consider-
able rock in collaboration with
The Community Builders ( Pine
Street  partner) over the summer
of  2021.

O’Sullivan said that Building
A will be five stories attached to
the existing retail store that will

be enlarged for a bakery and ex-
panded grocery.

In response to one of the
BCDC recommendations in
2022, O’Sullivan  added a cov-
ered arcade cut into the brick
building adjacent to the shared
Pine Street/BMS approach drive
which would provide access to
the restaurant and the apartments.

O’Sullivan said that the
BCDC wanted a two building
scheme to open up “view corri-
dors through the property.”

Building B will have two
level garage with a deck on top
for residents use. O’Sullivan ex-
plained that the sitting deck
would be at the same level as the
parking lot of Forest Vale Apart-
ments at the rear of the two- acre
BMS site.

The two buildings will be
separated by a shaded courtyard
entrance shared with The Lydia.

O’Sullivan said that 14 apart-
ments will be at affordable rents

at 70 percent area median income
(AMI) including three, three-
bedroom units.

Baron asked if the retail
spaces would be separate busi-
nesses.

Harrington said the new bak-
ery, second-floor restaurant and
the 6,000 square feet of expanded
deli and grocery would be under
“the BMS umbrella.”

Harrington added, “we’re
absolutely staying open during
construction. We’re not closing
one second.” Public comment
was unanimously friendly.

Jennifer Urhrane set aside her
worries over the building’s
façade color to congratulate
Harrington.

“He’s been extremely coop-
erative,” she said. “A lot of de-
sign improvements. I’m here in
support. I’m glad he survived the
last five years. It’s important to
support a local business.”

Her neighbor Bradley Cohen

called Harrington a “fantastic
neighbor. It’s a great project.
Thank you, Bob.”

A vote to approve was passed
unanimously.

Up Green Street from BMS
Paper White Stadium in Franklin
Park has been  much in the news
about the legality if its redevel-
opment and that decision first hit
The Bulletin in box at 3:30 p.m.
on April 2 in a press release from
the Emerald Necklace Conser-
vancy (ENC).

“The Superior Court  judge
ruled today the public parkland
protections of the [state law] do
not apply to the proposed new,
for-profit professional sports sta-
dium and entertainment complex
at White Stadium... we’re disap-
pointed but we’re not surprised.”

Both the Globe and
Dorchester Reporter were online
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BMS & White Stadium  continued from page 4
within a half hour later.

As The Reporter wrote, “in
his 18-page decision Judge Mat-
thew Nestor upheld the city and
soccer team’s argument that the
stadium was a ‘school building’
and not part of Franklin Park.”

“‘The Court hereby declares
that the stadium is not subject
to Article 97 and [did]not vio-
late Article 97.’”

ENC President Karen
Mauney-Brodek said in the
press statement, “we’re deeply
disappointed by the decision
and we plan to assess our legal
options.”

The GrassRoots White Sta-
dium Supporters  weighed in at
7 p.m.

“[We’re] thrilled by today’s
court decision which paves the
way for the long overdue in-
vestment in BPS students and
White Stadium,” their state-
ment read.

“We urge the ENC to drop
any further legal action and join
the community in prioritizing
our students rather than loath-
some courtroom battles.”

In an obviously hastily as-
sembled press conference  at
10 a.m. on a rainy April 3
morning Mayor Wu, joined
by a host of agency staffers,
student athletes, electeds,
neighbors and the Boston
Legacy soccer team, to cel-
ebrate what the Globe called
“a  major victory  for mayor
Wu.”

The group stood in what
was once the east stadium
shell, now barren.

After thanking in particu-
lar the Franklin Park Coali-
tion for their support, Wu
seemed defensive.

Moving off her scripted
remarks, she said, “Why are
we even doing this project?
Why we could take such a big
step, the big dollar amount?”

Because, she said, of bro-
ken promises,  s tarts  and
stops.

“I have no apology for in-
vesting $100 million for our
Black and Brown communi-
ties,” she said.

“Just to be clear here the
city of Boston and our kids
are going to get a profes-
sional grade stadium for half
the sticker price.”

“This is a win, win, win,
win. Today we are able to
move forward. The lawsuit
has been settled,” Wu said.

The mayor went on the
thank “ the hundreds of  sup-
porters who kept us account-
able. The Franklin Park Coali-
tion, Beth Santos, Dorothy
Fennell plus the best lawyers
out there” calling out three by
name.

Wu was followed by Jenni-
fer Epstein of the renamed Bos-
ton Legacy FC, Avery Edsdail
director of BPS athletics, stu-
dents from the nearby
Hernandez School and city
councilor Ben Weber.

Melissa Hamel of Jamaica
Plain was quoted in the ENC
press release about “shame.”

“It’s a shame that this
project has divided out com-

munity so deeply but there’s
still a chance to unite.”

Beth  Santos of the
Grassroots Supporters said at
the April 3 press conference
that “this is really an exciting
day for us.”

“But we need to hold our-
selves accountable by working
together now regardless of
where you stood [on the issue]
yesterday.”

“I ask my neighbors to
unite to continue to make
White Stadium[ the best].”she
added.

Judge Nestor seemed to
agree with Santos as he was
quoted in the Globe.

“I’ve seen you in the back,
you don’t hate each other which
is great because no matter what
happen in this case … you’re all
going to still be neighbors and
friends.”

Renee Stacy Welch is an
Egleston Square neighbor of Beth
Santos but Welch’s statement in
the ENC press release did not
seem conciliatory.

 “We have a message to Bos-
ton Unity’s investors,” she said.
“You still have time to do the right
thing. You don’t have to bulldoze
our park, rip down our trees and
trample the community’s con-
cerns. Find a better place to make
your money.”

The Bulletin asked the ENC
about its next steps and they
promptly replied, “As Karen and
Renee say in the [ press release]
quotes, the ENC and Defenders
are still evaluating our next steps.
We’ll let you know.”
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Hands-Off continued from page 1

Anti-Displacement continued from page 3Federal budget concerning at MHC

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Mount Hope Canterbury
Neighborhood Association
(MHC) met recently and dis-
cussed with State Rep. Russell
Holmes the current state of the
Massachusetts budget and what
kinds of cuts could be coming
down the line from the federal
government.

Firstly, Holmes said the main
concern is Mass Health, which
is funded by Medicaid. The fed-
eral program that funds health in-
surance for 72 million low-in-
come and disabled Americans is
in danger of being cut in the new
federal budget discussions
(https://tinyurl.com/bdz6hkk5)
which in turn funds Mass Health
(https://tinyurl.com/mhsz7zfb).
Holmes said the Medicaid cuts
would affect about 2.1 million
Massachusetts residents and that
he “hopes” that – the power of
the purse – remains in the fed-
eral legislature and not in the ex-
ecutive branch.

“When you see something
happen around Mass Health or
you hear something about a Med-
icaid cut that’s when you have to
worry about the Massachusetts
budget,” said Holmes. So if there
is a substantial cut in that place,
know you’re going to have some
worry about, well, everything.
We cannot handle the 2.1 million
people we cover on Mass Health.
That is the biggest place we’re
worried about.”

Medicaid is partially funded
from the federal government,
which in total sends about $16
billion to Massachusetts. For
context, Georgia, a state with 11
million people to Massachusetts’
seven million, receives about $26
billion in federal funds.

“The big question in the room
is what happens if we lose the
$16 billion from the feds?”
Holmes said, and brought up the
stop gap budget measures cur-
rently going on in Congress, a
federal judge’s ruling that the
federal government has to rehire
employees it previously fired, the
tariffs, and more. “This is mov-
ing in every way. What we have
said is whether it’s the federal
branch, the judicial branch or the
legislative branch, in the Com-
monwealth we’re going to follow
regular order and not go by ev-
ery whim and every up and down
with what happens. We have to
move as though things are going
to move in order and we will ad-
just as necessary.”

Holmes did admit the $16 bil-
lion in federal funds would hurt
a lot of Massachusetts residents

if it went away. “We cannot
handle a $16 billion hole,”
Holmes said. “We have about $9
billion in our rainy day fund. We
certainly do not want to spend out
rainy day money with unemploy-
ment at 1.2 percent and an
economy that is still humming.”

“What about spending less?”
asked resident Harold Austin.

“Because you don’t ask me
for less, I don’t walk into any
room and people say ‘Spend
less,’” Holmes said, to laughter
in the room. “I walk in and I hear
‘My street needs to be paved,’ or
‘We need more police,’ I mean
nobody is asking for less. That’s
why we don’t spend less, because
when I walk into a room nobody
says, ‘Give me less money.’”

Holmes said they have asked
the governor’s team for back up
plans. “And they have said they
will let us know the moment it
becomes a problem,” he said.

In other news, the MHC dis-
cussed a recent crop of illegal car
washes popping up at the inter-
section of Paine and Canterbury
streets. Boston Police Depart-
ment (BPD) District E-18 Com-
munity Service Officer Paul
Broderick said they haven’t seen
activity since March 4, but will
keep on it. Residents said they’ve
seen several at the Paine Street
location.

The issue is that offenders are
operating illegal car washes with
barrels of water and soap all
around the city. District 4 City
Councilor Ben Worrell said they
have had numerous complaints
come from Talbot Avenue in
Dorchester. The issue is most
people can operate impromptu
car washes on private property,
but on public property, such as
the street or sidewalk, that’s an-
other issue. It’s just not that easy
to enforce.

“We’ve been having conver-
sations with Inspectional Ser-
vices Department (ISD) about
this and there is really nothing on
the books, as I understand it, that
prevents people from doing this,”
he said. “So they are creating new
policy to be able to enforce.”

Broderick said ISD is nomi-
nally in charge of car wash per-
mitting, but like Worrell said,
they can’t do much but move the
car washes along until there is
policy in place. Broderick said
though they cannot ticket or ar-
rest, residents should call 911
when they see it so the police can
move them along and log it for
ISD.

“They do move along when
you call 911,” said resident Tracy
Henderson Sanderford.

In other crime news,
Broderick said crime overall in
the district is up 33 percent from
this time last year, but he said that
is mostly due to an uptick in
shoplifting. He said they have
recently arrested what he called
“serial shoplifters” and believes
this will curb the recent increase.

and class privilege protect me
very well, but not all my neigh-
bors, not everyone in JP. I’m
concerned about what ICE is
doing, I’m concerned about re-
productive rights, I’m con-
cerned about Social
Security…I could go on and
on.” She brushed off concerns
about the rain. “If Cory Booker
can stand and talk for 25 hours,
I can get wet.”

Two teachers, one a college
professor and the other a kin-
dergarten teacher, held signs
supporting education. “I’m a
professor here in Boston
(Emerson College) and none of
my students should be afraid to
come to class,” said Helen. “No
one should be afraid to leave
their dormitory or their apart-
ment.” The kindergarten
teacher also worried about the
fear many of her students are
showing.

“My school has a large im-
migrant population, and I have
kids asking me if someone is
going to come in and take them
away. That’s a horrifying thing
for a nine-year-old to say to you
or a six-year-old. I cannot stand
by when the future of our coun-
try was built on the backs of
immigrants…I’m standing for
the kids who don’t have a voice,
kids who can’t protect them-
selves,” she said.

Jeff Booth came represent-
ing the American Federation of
State Counties and Municipal
Employees (APSME) Local
3650 at Harvard University.
Booth said he is a proud union
member from a union family.
“I’m here because of the attacks
on the federal workers. I’m re-
ally sensitive to attacks on the
public sector, tearing up union
contracts. Trump has always
been emphatically anti-union,
anti-worker, despite his popu-
list rhetoric.”

“This is what I can do,” said
Michelle from Weymouth.
“LGBTQ rights, it’s affecting
all kinds of rights. We all have
to stand together and stick up
for each other.” Marisol, also
from Weymouth, agreed. “I
think it’s the loss of rights, and
the complete unknown of what
our future will look like.”

Some worried that
America has ceased to be the
beacon of freedom for the
world.  A woman who teaches
kindergarten through fifth
grade English as a Second
Language (ESL) students
said, “I’m usually very proud
to talk about this
country…now I am almost
ashamed…I think we have to
do everything we can to re-
verse that trend.”

Speakers at the plaza in-

cluded Sen. Edward Markey,
Rep. Ayanna Pressley, Lt.
Governor Kim Driscoll, Bos-
ton Mayor Michelle Wu, and
others. Each encouraged the
crowd. “Does Massachusetts
know how to make good
trouble?” asked Driscoll, as
the crowd roared yes. Carol
Ros, director of the Massa-
chusetts ACLU led the crowd
in a call and response, “We
say, Hands-off our immigrant
neighbors. Hands-off federal
workers. Hands-off our
schools and our teachers, our
universities. Hands-off our
constitution.”  Later, Wu fol-
lowed up. “This is about our
kids. My two boys. My new
baby girl Mira…Hands-off
Boston!” she said.

When asked why he came
all the way from Dudley, MA
for the rally, Arthur Dono said
what many in the crowd felt,
“Fed up with Trump, plain
and simple. Everything. The
way they are picking people
up from the street, that PhD
candidate and all the other
people. It’s ridiculous. I’ve
never seen anything like this.
I’m 74 years old. I’ve seen a
lot of baloney…this is ter-
rible. It’s got to stop.”

For more information on
continuing protests, go to
https://handsoff2025.com

displacement, but also to help en-
courage new housing.

“It means critically we have
to be producing more housing,”
she said. “We can’t status quo our
way out of the crisis. We do have
to be building more housing for
more people of all incomes in all
areas of the city.”

Quirk said he felt this was
critical. “Producing new housing
and small business opportunities
is at the core of the plan,” said
Quirk. “We know that if Boston
did not grow at all, that is, did
nothing to address our current
housing shortage, that that is a
recipe for displacement for our
residents. That said, on the other
end of the spectrum, if we allow
growth unchecked without any
regulation, that’s also a recipe for
displacing residents. So our col-
lective job here is to strike a bal-
ance in the middle.”

To reinforce this point, Lusk
pointed out that gentrification
often isn’t happening in areas of
high displacement; quite the op-
posite. “Gentrification describes
a pattern of neighborhood
change, often where investment
contributes to the displacement
of low-income residents,” she
said. “Importantly, while
gentrification can lead to dis-
placement, not all displacement
is linked to gentrification. We
actually understand now that
most displacement, particularly
evictions, occur in low-income
neighborhoods that are not
gentrifying.”

Quirk added that S+S is a way

to allow new growth, and the
Anti-Displacement Plan is a way
for the city to try to blunt the
impact of that growth. “S+S is
ultimately a plan for predictabil-
ity of growth,” he said. “And I
just want to say there is no silver
bullet, there is no policy without
trade-offs, there is not one thing
we can do that will prevent dis-
placement and create
affordability in our city.”

The need to build more hous-
ing – Massachusetts has built half
as much housing in the last 30
years than it did in the previous
30 – and the fact that it can cause
displacement was a focus of the
group.

Hyde Park resident and activ-
ist Marlon Solomon gave public
testimony. He compared the dis-
placement risk map (https://
tinyurl.com/5b3tebka) with the
S+S planning area for Cleary
Square, while also citing the
1938 redlining map for Boston,
which banks used to devalue and
disinvest in minority and ethnic
neighborhoods. He pointed out
that Hyde Park’s area of highest
displacement risk closely coin-
cides with the Cleary Square S+S
planning area to be rezoned for
increased residential develop-
ment.

Solomon also pushed back
against Quirk’s earlier statement
regarding development as a way
to stop displacement. “I think that
comment is probably more rel-
evant in a community that hasn’t
been disinvested from,” he said
of the lasting effects of redlining.

“These areas are historically
disinvested, so they are hypersen-
sitive to any small investment
that you put into the area.”

Responding to a question
from District 4 City Councilor
Brian Worrell regarding the pos-
sibility of adding another layer
to S+S or the Article 80 modern-
ization plan that would guard
against that, Quirk responded that
– while he was struck by
Solomon’s comments – doing
nothing is not an option. “What
we can’t do is say: in neighbor-
hoods where there’s a high risk
of displacement, we’re not going
to do rezoning – these neighbor-
hoods don’t get a quality zoning
code. They get to remain in the
unenforceable, unpredictable
zoning code that we have today.
That’s not an acceptable answer.”

Worrell again asked Quirk,
“But would the BPDA be open
to another layer, knowing that
these areas have high displace-
ment?”

“Anything that we can do that
will help Bostonians stay here
– residents and business own-
ers – that exist in our commu-
nities today, we are open for
doing, and open to exploring.
That’s what this report repre-
sents,” Quirk answered and then
qualified. “And at the same time
we remain very committed to
growing the city. So, again, we
just have to balance these two
concerns as best as possible.”

To see the full hearing, go
to https://tinyurl.com/
4nksvycc.

Conserve our resources.
Recycle this newspaper.

Illegal car washes on the rise
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Same project, same concerns
at 1690-1700 HP Ave.

MattheMattheMattheMattheMatthew MacDonaldw MacDonaldw MacDonaldw MacDonaldw MacDonald
Staff Reporter

The Hyde Park Neighbor-
hood Association (HPNA) held
its monthly meeting on April 3
and its only appointment con-
cerned a planned residential de-
velopment at 1690-1700 Hyde
Park Ave.

The six-story, 115-unit
project was unanimously ap-
proved by the Boston Planning
& Development Agency (BPDA)
Board in December and will now
go before the Zoning Board of
Appeal (ZBA) to request build-
ing height and floor area ratio
(FAR) variances.

The site is located in the in-
dustrial stretch of Hyde Park
Avenue approaching Readville’s
Wolcott Square and is adjacent
to a 24-hour commuter train
maintenance/repair yard. It is the
most recent of three abutting resi-
dential developments approved
by the BPDA – all of which are
bunched on one side of the Fa-
ther Hart Bridge in an area rou-
tinely backed up due to traffic
bottlenecking.

The 1690-1700 development

team had first presented to the
HPNA last May, at the start of
the public portion of its BPDA
application process. However, it
had been invited back – and had
also been asked by the Mayor’s
Office of Neighborhood Services
(ONS) – to present an update.

The project has changed very
little. Likewise, traffic concerns
have also remained essentially
the same and were still unre-
solved after the appointment’s
Q&A, which ran about a half-
hour.

It started off with project
transportation analyst Melissa
Restrepo putting forward that the
115-unit building with a 69-car
garage would result in a reduced
number of peak hour auto trips
compared to what is there now:
a couple of small auto shops and
a railing business. Immediately
called on that, she was forced to
qualify what she had just said.

“Residential developments,
in general – in comparison to
commercial land uses – generate
less traffic,” she said.

That did nothing to quell
people’s concerns, which they
said were based on first-hand

experiences.
“Honest to God, I don’t think

anybody will be able to make a
left-hand-turn out of there,”
HPNA Vice President Brian
Putnam said of cars exiting the
1690-1700 garage during busy
times of the day, leading project
architect Eric Robinson to say
that posting a right turn only sign
at the exit was being discussed,
which then led HPNA member
Craig Martin to say that a curb
cut forcing exiting cars to turn
right should be incorporated into
the project – all of which was a
close replay of an exchange from
the 1690-1700 team’s prior
HPNA visit 11 months ago.

Other questions were again
raised about where the antici-
pated overflow of cars would
park, given the relative scarcity
of garage spots and the lack of
street parking in the immediate
vicinity.

“The City planners are in a
reduced parking mode,” project
attorney Dennis Quilty said at
one point. “It’s one of their goals.
We have to deal with it, so there’s
nothing we can do about it.”

Quilty, Restrepo, and others

on the development team repeat-
edly highlighted – as a traffic al-
leviation measure – the ride share/
drop-off area to be indented into
the public sidewalk in front of the
building, thus allowing traffic to
better flow north along Hyde Park
Avenue.

Still, HPNA member Elaine
Coveney asked for confirmation
that it would be part of the project.

“The City worked with us on
this, knew what we were trying
to do, and approved that plan.”
Quilty replied, to which Coveney
followed up – looking for some-
thing more definite.

“Okay. Alright. So that will be
there?” she asked again of the
drop-off area.

“Yeah,” Quilty replied.
“Yeah.”

The project does not yet have
a ZBA hearing date. That noted,
construction is not expected to
begin until next spring at the ear-
liest and is anticipated to continue
for 18-22 months.

In related news, last month
developer Joe Federico purchased
1717-1725 Hyde Park Ave.
project for $6.8 million. The
nearly three-acre parcel is across
the street from 1690-1700 Hyde
Park Ave. and is the site of a der-
elict warehouse next to the rail-
road tracks at Readville Station.
It is BPDA-approved for a

mixed-use development of ap-
proximately 279 rental units.

The property had been put up
for public auction last summer,
and Federico had been an unsuc-
cessful bidder. He is also the
owner/developer of 1305 Hyde
Park Ave. at the edge of Cleary
Square, which was approved by
the BPDA in December for 54
units and is in progress.

In Area E-18 Boston Police
Department news:

Captain Joseph Boyle is the
new district commander, and he
briefly introduced himself before
the monthly police report was
given. He shared with the group
that he has been on the BPD for
30 years and – prior to taking up
his new position in Hyde Park –
had been a captain in South Bos-
ton for the last nine years. For
the five years prior to that, he
had been stationed in Mattapan.

“I’m big on visibility,” Boyle
said of his approach. “I want to
see our officers walking and
talking to the people in the com-
munity: getting to know the is-
sues, getting to know the prob-
lems.”

The HPNA meets on the first
Thursday of the month at 6:30
p.m. at the Municipal Building/
BCYF (1179 River St.). For in-
formation, email
hydeparkneighbors@gmail.com.
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DEATHS
CRONIN

Mary Lou, age 87, of West
Roxbury, passed away peacefully
on March 31 in the loving pres-
ence of her family. She died the

way she lived – with grace and
surrounded by those who loved
her. Mary Lou was born in 1937
in Hyde Park, the daughter of be-
loved parents, Joseph and Mary
Rando. Mary Lou was prede-
ceased by her husband, George F.
Cronin, Jr. She is survived by her
four children: George F. Cronin,
and his wife, Leigh; daughters,
Maribeth Fitzgerald and husband,
Edward, Kerry Cronin and hus-
band, Dr. Elliott Martin and An-
drea and Sean Flaherty. In addi-
tion, Mary Lou leaves her loving
grandchildren: Teddy, Patrick,
Harrison, Emily, Mary Lou, Eliza-
beth and Audrey. Mary Lou at-
tended Holy Cross Academy and
Cardinal Cushing College in
Chestnut Hill. In high school and
college, Mary Lou devoted herself
to her studies, her close-knit group
of friends and dressing to perfec-
tion at the many dances she loved

to attend. Her college yearbook
blurb hints at Mary Lou’s spirited
nature – she had “a set of traffic
rules all her own.” After graduation,
Mary Lou began a career at the
Judge Baker Children’s Center in
Boston, where her love of children
allowed her to combine her skills and
vocational passion. Mary Lou met
George at a party in New York City.
While they were dating, she had
many memorable adventures taking
the train to South Bend to visit
George on football weekends at
Notre Dame. After marrying George
in 1964, she embarked on what
would be her true calling, mother-
hood. Her children are blessed to
have been nurtured by such a warm,
gracious and loving soul. Mary Lou
treasured her family and cherished
every moment with them. Later in
life she excelled at her role as Nana
and had endless love and adoration
for her seven lucky grandchildren.
She spent many fond years with her
grandchildren – babysitting, attend-
ing innumerable school events,
games, competitions, recitals – and
made each grandchild feel like he
or she was the most cherished grand-
child in the world. In addition to the
many who meant so much to Mary
Lou, her two beloved golden retriev-
ers, Rocky and Randy, brought her
endless joy. Mary Lou never met a
child or dog she did not love. Funeral
from the William J. Gormley Funeral
Home, 2055 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. For guestbook,
gormleyfuneral.com William J. Gormley
Funeral Service 617-323-8600.

WOJNAR

Mildred Regan of East Sand-
wich, formerly of Wellesley and
West Roxbury, passed away on
Wednesday, April 3, 2025 at age
94. A native of Charlestown, Mas-
sachusetts, Mildred was born at
the start of the Depression, the
ninth of twelve
children. Devoted wife of the
late Henry Wojnar; loving
mother of Elizabeth Fernald and
her late husband Stephen, Mark
Wojnar, Marianne Rocco and
her husband Joseph, and
Carolyn Wojnar and her com-
panion John Curley; and be-
loved grandmother of seven.
She will especially be missed by
her grandchildren James Henry
Wojnar and Natalia Fernald.
Mildred is also survived by her
brother William Regan of Silver
Spring, Maryland and many
nieces and nephews. She was
predeceased by her sisters
Esther Flynn, Sister Mary
Licinius (SSJ), Eleanor Woods,

Lillian Mahoney, Rita Mawn,
and Claire Wolfram as well as
her brothers Jeremiah, John,
James, and Joseph Regan. Af-
ter earning a BA in Education
from Boston Teacher’s College
and a Master’s in Reading from
Boston State College, Mildred
taught in the Boston Public
Schools for many years before
leaving to raise her family.
When she returned to teaching,
she taught Title One Reading.
Even after retiring, Mildred
never lost her enthusiasm for
children and education. She was
always ready with a poem, a
song, or a saying for every
occasion. Married to the love of
her life Henry for sixty years,
their devotion to each other was
an inspiration to all who knew
them. In their retirement, they
enjoyed visiting immediate and
extended family, traveling, and
planting spectacular gardens
filled with flowers which
Mildred enjoyed until the end.
Mildred’s cheerful nature, hu-
mor, kindness, and steadfast
faith will be greatly missed. The
Wojnar family would like to
thank Sandwich EMS Station 2
and Hospice Care at Cape Cod
Hospital, especially Dr. Bourell
and Nurse Lulu, for their com-
passion. Funeral from the P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins, George
F. Doherty & Sons Funeral
Home, 2000 Centre St., West
Roxbury. Interment St. Joseph
Cemetery, West Roxbury. For
online guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com. Arrange-
ments by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury.

CANNIFF
MONUMENTS
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Around the Neighborhood
MHCNA MEETING

Please join our next in-person monthly meeting:
Thursday, April 10, 2025, 6:00 - 8:00 pm. (We meet
on the 2nd Thursday of each month)  Location: Home
for Little Wanderers, 780 American Legion Hwy.
Room 320.

EARTH DAY CHARLES RIVER
CLEANUP REGISTRATION

The 26th Annual Earth Day Charles River Cleanup
will take place on Friday, April 25, and Saturday, April
26, 2025, and registration is now open! This much-loved
event brings together over 3,500 volunteers each year to
rejuvenate the parks, forests, playgrounds, and paths sur-
rounding the Charles River and its tributaries, ensuring
the areas remain clean, safe, and beautiful for everyone
to enjoy.

To get involved, learn more and register for the
Charles River Earth Day Cleanup at https://
www.charlesrivercleanup.org/

ROSE’S BOUNTY HITS THE PAVEMENT
On May 4, Rose’s Bounty will step up for Project

Bread’s 57th Walk for Hunger. For the 4th consecutive
year, the West Roxbury-based nonprofit will raise money
to support statewide food security through the Common-
wealth Program. The Commonwealth gives organiza-
tions addressing food insecurity 60% of all funds they
raise to support their own hunger relief programs, with
the remaining 40% applied to Project Bread’s statewide
food security efforts.

Donate directly to Rose’s Bounty’s Commonwealth
fundraiser at https://give.projectbread.org/team/640407.
To register as a participant for Project Bread’s Walk for
Hunger, or to support a walker or team with a donation,
visit give.projectbread.org/walk. All individual walkers
are encouraged to fundraise a minimum of $25 and teams
$250. Participants who raise $500 or more are recog-
nized as Heart & Sole walkers and receive access to per-
sonalized fundraising support, exclusive event gear, free
breakfast on Walk Day, and invitations to exclusive
events.  

EAST RIVER
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

Apr 14, 07:00 PM Eastern. Every month on the Sec-
ond Mon, until Dec 8, 2025, 9 occurrence(s). Please
download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files
to your calendar system. Join Zoom Meeting

h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / j /
84085509126?pwd=AWh7b3c8UeIeOZMI0oTpnCYLkIurTZ.1
Meeting ID: 840 8550 9126   Passcode: 270354

2025 FOOD TRUCK SEASON
HAS ARRIVED!

The return of spring to The Greenway brings so
many good things! Flowers are blooming, the carou-
sel is spinning, and, beginning on April 1 we’ll be cel-
ebrating the start of our 2025 Food Truck Season!

This year we’re welcoming four new food trucks
to our program: Mi Corazón Taqueria, Hungry No-
mads, Suya Joint, and Butter “UR” Biscuit, and we’re
looking forward to seeing them out on the park through-
out the summer!

In addition to the four new trucks joining our pro-
gram, we’re also happy to announce that we’ll wel-
come a number of returning food truck partners this
year including Bees & Thank You, Bibim Box,
Bonetown Burgers, Chicken & Rice Guys, Cookie
Monstah, Gogi on The Block, Jamaica Mi Hungry,
Moyzilla, Mr. Gourmet, Paisani, Revelry, Tacos
Calleteco, Stuffed by Papi, Sweet Bubble, Tandoor &
Curry on Wheels, Tenoch, Wanderlust and Zaaki.

The Greenway Conservancy is delighted to work
with an incredible group of diverse business owners
within the Food Truck Program, and we’re excited to
share that of the 22 local businesses, 16 identify as
women- and/or BIPOC- owned.

If you’re eager to explore all of the cuisines the
2025 Food Truck Program has to offer this year, head
to our website https://www.rosekennedygreenway.org/
food to see the weekly schedule.

MHC NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION MEETING

Thursday, April 10, 6:00 - 8:00 pm (We meet the
2nd Thursday of each month) at the Home for Little
Wanderers, 780 American Legion Hwy. Room 302.
Meeting agenda includes E-18 Community Police
crime report, reports from officials: Representative
Russell Holmes, District 4 Councilor Worrell), others.

Please share this with your neighbors! And come
to any and all of these events, show support for our
neighborhood, and take part in these discussions. We
make progress by working together, and making sure
that our elected officials represent us.
Email lisabeatman@yahoo.com to add your contact
info to our mailing list.

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400
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Volunteers Clean Up continued from page 1
it’s an opportunity to meet
neighbors.”

The primary organizer for
West Roxbury was Lindsay
Chase, director of West
Roxbury Main Streets, a non-
profit dedicated to beautify
and enliven the commercial
district. Love Your Block “is
an easy way for a community
to get involved. Hopefully the
rain won’t wash their efforts
away,” she joked.

Volunteers gathered at Tim
White Way, a corridor of
space surrounded by the post
office and the Roche Brothers
parking lot. From there, some
volunteers stayed to work on
Centre Street while others
went to clean other portions
of West Roxbury.

Chase revealed she has
more planned than just
cleanup efforts for the Tim
White Way, including new
seating and removal of a
kiosk, but she is waiting on
permits so she was reticent for
doing too much cleaning in
that particular area as it might
get gutted soon, so the main
cleanup effort was Centre
Street rather than the Tim
White Way.

West Roxbury Liaison for
the City of Boston Ben Tayag
was on hand to provide tools
and support the efforts of all
groups involved to ensure a

successful and safe time, he
said.

Darra Slagle, director of
Rose’s Bounty Food Pantry,
met her group in the Tim
White Way and then trekked
toward Bellevue Hill to tackle
the area near the water tower.
Chase admitted she was in the
area with her children recently
and was not too happy by its
appearance. The West
Roxbury branch of the Boston
Public Library organized its
own cleanup efforts as well.
Slagle said she is committed
to creating a better, cleaner
and safer place. Both Main
Streets and Rose’s Bounty
want to give back to the com-
munity for everything they do
for us, she said.

Longtime West Roxbury
resident Mary Neill said she
loves her community, which is
why she donated a bit of el-
bow grease. “It’s nice, safe.
I’m happy I got this far,” the
74-year-old joked. She lives

on Washington Street across
from Draper Field, the other
side of West Roxbury and ap-
preciated the chance to get
involved in a different area of
her neighborhood. “If it
wasn’t for Lindsay Chase
motivating us with informa-
tion, I don’t know that many
of us would be here. We are
grateful to her.”

A relatively new resident
of West Roxbury, Laura
Dziuban said she simply
wanted to get involved in
community outreach. She
moved to West Roxbury four
years ago after living in both
Brighton and Back Bay over
a 10-year period. She bought
a house in West Roxbury and
said she felt excited to join her
neighbors and clean the area
she chose to plant roots.

One of the first volunteers
to get in gear was Dan A., a
West Roxbury resident, who
called the event “a worthy
cause to keep the neighbor-

hood clean.” He zipped up his
windbreaker and moved to-
ward the equipment. The day
involved almost immediate
action versus speeches. West
Roxbury Main Street board
member Bridget Marquis
asked volunteers for T-shirt
sizes and also passed out work
gloves to the eager volunteers
who then picked up garbage
clamps, rakes and brooms.
Marquis’ full time role is as a
project manager for Civic
Commons, Boston office,
where she strategizes ways to
transform public spaces to
benefit the community and the

environment. She said she is
thankful to be involved in this
rewarding experience.

According to the City of
Boston website, Love Your
Block once called Boston
Shines, is designed for com-
munity organizers to show
pride in their neighborhoods
each spring by cleaning it and
hopefully inspiring other resi-
dents who can witness the vis-
ible upgrades. The registra-
tion for this event ended
March 3. To get involved next
spring, go to the city’s website
to either volunteer or lead/or-
ganize a community effort.

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
THE BULLETIN

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Please include your name,

address & telephone number.
Unsigned letters will not be

published.

To advertise,
call the Bulletin

at (617) 361-8400

iáÅK=@NQTTPP
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Legals

Conserve our resources.
Recycle this newspaper.

CALL
THE

BULLETIN
AT

(617)
361-8400

To
advertise,

Classif ieds
HELP WANTED
Project Architect/Associate
(Howeler+Yoon Architecture
LLP; Boston, MA): Min
req: Masters or equiv prof. deg.
in Architecture +1yr post-grad
architectural exp +addl reqs. Up
to 5% dom & 1% intl travel reqd
to client locations. To apply, send
resume to Elizabeth Dasilva,
Studio Coordinator
at edasilva@hyarchitecture.com w/
SUBJ: “Project Architect/
Associate position Ref:
00064334”. An EOE.
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Contractors, Landscapers, Painters, Plumbers, Electricians, Masons etc.

Advertise your business in the Bulletin Newspaper Community Service Directory.
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